the council. two or t.hr e torms, and subscqucutly filling the office of secoml and first «leputy

rosve, In 1878, _after a warm contest, ho was olected mayor, nml did so well the fimt year, und:_

~‘b0cmne HO populur. that ho was re-clected by acelunation, and is still holding the oftice, making

a very\\eﬂnlont chief uwrmtruto. Hu 18 ulﬂo Pl(."ﬂdmlt of the Mechanies' Instituto, un office

which he has held for seven comvc’utwo )omu He was the fist President of the Woudstock ‘

Board of Trmlekn.nd is thmuu«rhly identitied with all the interests of the town.

Mr Pm ker.iy u Liberal in politics; a Re louuvl from prmuplo bom«r in over y sense a pro-

grcqslve ‘man, He evuluxtly believes t]mt the “world moves,” and that wan ou;,,ht.\not todo

less. Hois'a Master Mzwou but we uumut learn’ that he has been very actw(- in the ordu’
Jum, 1, 18.»9 Mn-m Annie Hood, dnu;.,htm of Jabez Hood, Exiy;, of Newenstle-on-Tyne, and
: mut,er of Jolm D. Hood ulren(]y mentioned, -was turied to Mr. Parker,  Their- fmluly comsmtu

~of two du.urrht,cw twmq Annie’ Louisa mul J«“mu- hluuun
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- JOIN MERCER;

C'lll’l'lli M

OHN MFRLER one of t‘xc ﬂhomﬂ'-s lnn«rc% in olhcc in tho Provinee of ()nta jo, iy u.doqu'n- :

‘ dnnt of a very ancient Inglmh fumily, whose progenitors went to En,;lzmd from Nor-
andy with William the (lunquemr xuul scttlc«l near watm«m cmnnt) of Sussex ; members of
- the family still huldmn' property tlwu- T _

Our subject was born in the. cxby of London, May 16, 816 liis fﬁthor being Robert Mcrccr,
a tmlbu‘ lncrchnnt The maiden namé of his inother wiis bu.mh llnt,hu.wuy Tlca(.her. He was

educated-at a pr xvatv school in Kent, wheie Lord Beaconsfield was onee o pupnl in. 1833 accom-

A»pu.nu,d the family to Canada, thoy %t,thnn' ona farm at Amherstburgh.  In those days emigra-

_ ‘tion was much more of a t_,ask than it i r}uw. The family were tlurtccn wéuka on the Atlantic
-Occ'a.ﬁ ncn.ﬂy two dn);; on the Hiﬂ]édn river, %i;( days o;x the Erie canal, and two days on Lake
Eri'o Twonty-scvm years afterwards the mother of our quln_]e(-b visited England, and was just

' w&»ma.ny days in ma.kmo the wholc trip; as shie was weeks in 1833, in crossing the ocean.

- In 1835. Mr. Mercer and fmmly, twelve in all, went to Windsor. © Our ~;uluu,t spent two

years in Philadelphia, Par returned to Windsor; became ppstmaster there about 1840—the first -

officer of the kind in the pl.m, l;cm" deputy coll(,ct,or of customs at the same time; was dt,puty

, ﬂsheuﬁ' of the Wustmn l)x-utuct* mc]mluw hsw\ Kent, and Lambton countics, from:1840 to

"~ * The shenﬁ' at Lhat txme was Georgo Wade Foott, from, tho city of Curk Irclaml zmd at one txme sheriff
-of that city. He emigrated to Canada about 1836 ; became sheriff of the Western District in 1840, and held the
oftice until 1848. Ho resides at Thornbury four miles below Chathdm, a beautiful. country seat ; and in 187.) ‘he
and his wife had their golden wedding. Mrs. Foott.was a daughter of Sir Anthony Perrier, of Cork. Mr: F,
keeps an “open houae " all the year- round, and dmpenscs hoapltuhty wnh a munlﬁcenm becoming a prmce.
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