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On refeirence to the map it wilf be seen that Lac Dauphin, and part of Winneprgoos Lake approach
within seventy or scicnty-five miles of.the Assinniboine. These places being accessible to steamers,
land roade might be made acrts the country, wphich would afford all the accommodation required by a
settlement in its first stage. 'Indeed, so obvious is this way of reaching the -Assinniboine,.tiat the
'ludson's Bay Company supply their establishment at Fort Pelly by way of the lakes and Swan

River, carting their goods from the latter plaçe across the coúntry to the Assinniboine.
In peaking of the navigable lines that migit bc made available, I should mention that at the

Grand Portage there is said to bc an old watercourse by which the Msinniboine, in all probability,
bas at sorte poriod disciargedUits waters into the Manitouba Làke. Now, as the Assinniboine ts
navigable, or in a state tiat it titiglit easily be made so, as far as the Grand Portage, it may yet he
fouid advantagcous to open a water comitmication between it and the Matitouba Lake. The
adyantages which this route would possess ovet those iy Lake Winipeg and ;he Little Saskatchewan
arc that it would he considerably shorter, and woutld be open somewhat carlier in the spring.

In cnsidering the project of eolonising a country so remote to this, and of which so little is as yet
gencrally known, the question will naturally arise as to whether the nativo population would b likely
to offer any opposition to settlem'Ziit, or whether the country, if occupied, would be easily governed.
Believing that any inforntation whieh will enable the Govertnment to 5udge of these imptrtant matters
will b acceptable, I stall, before coticltding, describe tie present state of the country throtigh which
we passed, confining mysielf te what las come under iy owt observation.

At Manitouba, La( Dauphin, and Partridge Cross there are stmall settlements of Indians and people
of mixed origin. At the first and last named settlenc;ts the people ire prettyit4ustrious, and raise
wheat, Indian eirt, and a .ariety of articles. At Lac Dauphin the settlers siiily' grow potatoes and
Ittdian corn. They are gradtally acquirintg habits of industry, but they cati live so easily by fishing
or hunting, as Mr. Wells.says in his report, that they are slow to adopt the more laborious pursuits
of civilized life. Ducks, geese, and aquatic fowl of all sorts frequent tte waters in that quarter in
great ntmbers, and'thé lakes and' ivers Iiterailÿ swarnt with fish.

Near the Grand Rapid of the Saskatchewan we saw about fiftecen families of Indians from Swan
River, who migrate.t:hre ainnually'to catch sturgeon. They seemed to tie to bc a very quiet and
orderly people, and 1 thouglt. that I cotild detect on tieir otimtenances tiat they were not wholly of
I'dian oriin. Ot iquiring as to this point, sotme of tteci cre proud to boast of tieir descent from
the Canadt ftr tradèrs, who had occupied this coutintry tnany years ago. At the tpper end of
Winnepegoos Lake nie only saw one fittilyeigagedi in makitig salit, and from thclte, in a journey of
500 miles, by the valIeys of Swan River and the Assitinibtoite, we saw ntt, a living being, except the
few people in charge of Rjudson's Bay Comtîpany's establishment of For LLlly and Fort Ellice, util
we got to the settlements in this neiglhbourhood. At Fort Ellice we were t ý the hutnters hal
gonte further west. But froin all we could sec or learn, there was tic avoiding th clusion ti at tle
population which once vanidleredi over the vast plains of the Assinnihoine iad i reased to an
unexampled extent. This I attribute partly to the indiscrimiinate slauglhter of te Mti alo . o supply
thc pemican required.for the trade of the country, ;nd partly to the iitrodi ion f It es, .hich has
rendered tiese clumsy animals, the bttilhlo, an easy prey to the iinter and the' ian, so that he
can supply his immediate wants, in a profusion however buitidless, neve .troubles, imself about the
future. Numerous, therefore, as the bufaitlo still are, tiere can be but i te doubt iat they will soon
be destroyed. Large supplies of pomican used to lie obtained at Fo Pelly a Fort Ellicet these
establishments can furnisi but little ntow. At many places we olserve< thé ns furrowed with old
tracks of the bdffalo, and in some cases the batiks of the Assitnihoia w strean with their bottes;
but there were tnoe of these animais, we were informed, to be seen i in several days' journey of
any place we were at. This shows how fast they are being destroyed, and it leaves but the reflection
that as their staple article of food diminisies, the Indians nust decrease in numbers, unless they can
be induced to adopt the habits of civilized life. That with proper mànagement they may be so is
fully shown by the success which bas attended the la'bours of the zealous missionaries at the Grand
Portage, Red Itiver, Partridge Cross, and elsewlere. As to the people of the lIed River Settlement,
they are as orderly and quiet a community, I may safely say, as can be met with anywhere, and I
beieve thdre is nothing they desire more than to sec the country opetned ip.-, In leaving this part of
the countr J have iuith leasire in saying that, both from the people o this settlement and the
officers of the Honourable Hudson's Bay Company, we have met with every kindness and civility. It
is abnost itnvidious to metniti names, and yet I catnnot omit thtose of Chtief Factor M'Tasih,.aot Fort
'Garry, who furnished ls with many articles whici we could not iave otherwise obtaitned, and of Chief
Trader Murray, at Pembina, who always had his hospitable quarters opeti for any of the party that
passed his way. .I have, &c.Y' tt t!Sie d)14uDW

The Hon. Provincial Secretary, .JIN.
Toronto.

P.S. BothI Mr. Wei *.and I made a tursory surey, taking the tourbes, and correting ti distances
b numerous observatiotn as we proceeded,.and I haie left t.letter for Profesur Ilinîd, informing him
o our operations.

___•_S. J. DAWSON.

Sub-Enclosure in Enclosure 1.
Sir, Red River ett.ement, June 30, 1858s.

After leaving the Mossy Portage, on the morning of the 4th Jun I proceeded agreeably to
your instruction to make a cursory survey of the nest short of Lake Wint egoos, t e River Dauphin
and the.lake.cf.at.name, t Little Saskatchea, nsd the.. ithcrn part of Lae Winnipeg, and would
beg leave to subuit the follewing report of my operations.

The western sbqre.of Laie Winmpegous, t commun with the othar lakes through which I passed, is
muc .ttexadapted forsettleJinenhat the.easteru on4,inasmuch as the latd ia higher andthe climate.
if àn 'tng, a little better., In orossing LaYe inipegoos fromoeast to west, a distance of only.abott.
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