
JAMES JAMIESON'S LEAP-YEAR PROPOSAL
A Scotchman's Method of Popping the Question

By BESSIE DETWEILER

JAMES JAMIESON was Scotch from the top of Missandy hair to the soles of Mis neat littie boots.
But he could flot lie more completely Scotch than

was Jeannie MacPlierson. Even her sprinkliug of
f reckdes was a proof of lier fine Scotch complexion
which freckled easily because so very delicate.

Jamie had beýen in love with Jeannie for the last
ten years, but liad neyer declared his pa-ssion, althougli
ie.knew, and so did she, and indeed the whole country-

side, that he liesitated only because of hMs overwlielming
sliyness. Tliey both worked for the saine farmer, aud
saw a great deal of each other, James knew very wel
that jean was alnost as sliy as lie> but long ago he had
imbibed the idea that she should be the frst to speak,
and froin this firni conviction lie had neyer swerved.

tlioi lads sought the liand of the bright-eyed
Jeannie, witli her thck reddish curds, but she was so
rude and even cutting to tbem that they fled in dismay.
One bolder young hopeful liad spent an entire evening
with lier, and liad left with lier "Gcod-night'> as the
last two of the five words she liad spoken to hlm the
entire eveuiug. That chlly "Good-niglt" liad been
the last of Mis drop of cold water on the flame for hlm.

Her mistress had gently reproved lier for lier rude-'
ness, but liad received the curt retort:

"Oh, ma'amn, 1 canna abide him! He's sic a tawpiel"
And witli a toss of lier ruddy locks, jean liad reuewed
lier scrubbing witli great energy.

Jamnes liad welcomed leap-year twice witli high
hopes. Surecly she would malke use of lier opportunlty.
If she dlid not- but that was out of the question. She
knew how shy lie was. But twice lie had learued that
ail thlngs do noi cornec to him who waits, if lie merely
waits and does not lielp himself. The third leap-year,
1-owever, convinced him of a realization of
Mis dreams. She was now twenty-four and
would not let another year waft lier into
spinsterdom. Surely not! The weeks sped
on and lie grew uneasy. Sýo, after much
pondering on Mis pillow, lie resolved that he
would try to lead the conveisation to the
point desired. Accordinigly he laid his

Just then she got Up to put the kettie on aud lis
opportumity was past.

But to one wlio is on the lookout for opportunities
as conceruedly as Jamie, another opportunity is not
long in presenting itself.

One niglit Jeannie was niilking the cows whîch
were ail in the large cowshed, not tied fast as Jeannie
liad told James not to trouble tying them; tliey stood,
she said, very well, thanks to lier traiuing. They did,
indeed, stand well, as James remarked to hinmself,
liangiug the upper hlaf of himself over the lower half
0f a stable door. Jeannie was uncouscious of lier
observer aud rilked away lunlier vîgorous manner that
was a part of lier.

Que cow, however, being younger than the rest,
and consequently uot long under lier trainiug, was
seized witli a roving disposition, aud persisted la malt-
ing a pilgrimage every other minute with the irate
Jeannie in its wake. The flftli pilgrimage, effected
just as Jeannie had settled herseif, bouht the travdler
directly before Jamnie. But Jeauuie was uot in a
seeiug mood, and she sat dowu determiuediy for the
sixtli time. She patted the cow a few times and talked
to it in alluring toues, which went te Jamie's heart of
liearts, and made hlm wsh wildly to be a cow-alimost
--if lie miglit but hear ucli toues addressed to huru.

The cow stood unmoved, appareutly, but just as
Jeanie set to business with a will, the gypsy longing
came upon this iuterestiug creature, and with a toss
of its liead, it walked off witli the briskuess and cdash
0f a business man flourishing himself down Mis front
steps. Jeannie spraug up lu exasperation.

"Ye limamer of a beast!" she cried liotly, "Ilil go
w' ye wlierever ye go-if ye want me or no!"

"This is leap-year, mna'am," said lie, "aud Jeannie
did it for me."

The very frecles--a hait dozen of them over lier
little nose-rose darkly f rom the pallor of lier face aud
accuised hlm. She was speechless.

"A e," lie persisted slieepishly, " ye did, Jeannie,
ye said 'l'il go wi' ye wherever ye go--if ye want me
or no!"

Then the blase died out 0f lier eyes, and a maze
of sparkles took its place.

" Umpuu! " said she, uoddin4 demurely, "but I said
too, 'Ye limmer of a beast!' au if ye'r willin' to lie a
beast lil uo fasli myself.">

James' face feUl. Suddenly another briglit idea
struck Mim, and lie cred witli rare inteusity:

"Jeannie, wil y e liae me?"
"Aye," saldslde.
Sliy James Jamieson not only proposed, but pro-

posed before a third person. But somnetimnes wlieu lie
tries totease Jeannie about lier leap-year proposai,
she retorts:

"Ye'r a limnier of a beast then, Jamie," aud then
lie reminds lier reproachfully of Mis fluai braye deed,
whereupon tliere is a suspicious lack of words ou both
sides.

CURES FOR JEWELS
ARE your jeweis fading away? Tlien they are

sck"you sbould see that they are properiy
iooked after, says a writer lu Answers.

All jewels, as a muatter of f act, are liable to be-
corne "iii," and a proper jewel.nurse or doctor should

be calied -in to atte'nd the patient. WVhat
this "iliiess" really is hias lot yet been
definiteiy settled. Certain peuple, however,
have a mnysterious power w:%hich enabies
thcem to "cure" pearls that have lost their
brilliance.

One of the most rLemarkable pearn
"cuirers" is Senoerita Valencia, a Spanishi
dancing girl. She discovered her mysteri-
fu s power quite b y accident. One day she
1h,o'ht sone i neari s very cheaply owing to


