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DIVINITY DEGREES.

.IN & short paragraph we last week drew attention to a somewhat aston-
Ishing proposal of the Ontario Government. They proposed to insert into
the University Federation Act a provision enabling every theological col-
lege affiliated to the University of Toronto to grant degrees in divinity.
The objection to this proposal was so evident that we cannot but wonder
that it wag seriously entertained by men so shrewd as those who compose
the Government of Mr. Mowat. We may fee! quite sure that it did not
Originate with the Ministry, but was probably forced upon them from
Without,

The very gerious objection which we urged last week is really insur-
Mountable. Tt can be no part of a purely secular Government to interfere
With the internal affairs of a free religious society. Whatever may be the
advantages of Church and State, or the disadvantages, it would be a strange
application of Montalembert’s watchword of “ A free Church in a free
-State,” to find the Legislature of the Province, elected on grounds entirely
Independent, of religious considerations, dictating the terms on which
*eligious distinctions should be distributed in the various Christian churches
of the Province ; and doing this not only without consulting the churches,
but in Opposition to the protests of their leaders, as was very near being done.

e have no doubt that these are substantially the considerations by

Which the Ontario Ministry were influenced when they consented to with-

8w the obnoxious clause. But there is something more to be said in view
of the subject being again introduced and a different result arrived at.

‘For the general principle of connecting divinity degrees with the theo-
.81¢al schools there is a good deal to be said. The principle is admitted
" Knox College, although here at the request of the communion repre-
Sented by that college ; and it seems likely that, in some way, it will be
®Xtended to the other colleges. But before this can be done, not only must

© Communjong represented by those colleges be consulted, but some means
::::t be taken by which these divinity degrees shall not 'be sown broadcast
of thz}: land without representing any special qualifications in the bearers

.]')ivinity degrees on this side of the Atlantic have become a joke. Dr.

llip Schaﬁ', a very credible witness, has declared that there are more

Octors of Divinity in the city of New York than in the whole continent

o re‘:rf’Pe- The consequence is that many of our clergy and lawyers -prefer
a dinam the more modest M.A. or even B.A., whic]} mean something, to
meang the more magnificent D.D., or LL.D., which in I%lOSt cases seems to
Preachvery .httle. As a matter of fact, most of the leading c.lergymen and
oo T8 in Toronto, _whether Episcopalian or Presbyterian, bear the

§%¢e of M.A., and not that of D.D.

Bil) :w the only guarantee of the value of D.D., provided b'y th(.a Ontario
adm,ib Ss thﬂ-?} the candidate should be a B.A. qf the Umversx.ty. We
hat thig ig something, if not very much, But assuredly it should

not be left to any college or hall, which may obtain affiliation with the
University of Toronto, to determine entirely the conditions on which its
members should obtain these degrees.

We are here treading on ground which belongs to the representative
and legislative assemblies of the religious bodies concerned, but we may at
least suggest, for their consideration, the desirableness and the necessity of
supervising in some way the granting of these degrees.

THE CRIMES BILL AND HOME RULE.

It is impossible to doubt the truth of the criticism made by the two members
for Toronto on the resolutions introduced into the local House on the above
subjects. They were brought forward merely to make political capital, as
one of those gentlemen said ; and the remark of the other was equally true,
that the whole thing was a piece of impertinence.

These local Houses have the most prodigious powers ever known to any
legislative Assemblies. The way in which they rush through bill after bill,
resolution after resolution, is almost appalling. One gets dizzy as he reads
the lists of measures which have been considered and passed into law.
But our own House has really outdone itself in its rapid settlement of the
questions of the government of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the
enforcement of law in the old countries. ’

These poor people in FBurope surcly cannot know how well we get on
in Canada with Home Rule, and how happy every one is, or they would
not hesitate to follow our example, and do as we do. Could we not spare
them Mr. Mowat or Mr, Blake for say three weeks, and so get the thing
done effectually ¥ It is only necessary to have the questions clearly stated
by a Master Mind from the Dominion of Canada, and even the dull intelli-
gence of Conservative Englishmen must move on.

Truly the vagaries of ignorance and conceit are surprising and unac-
countable ! These people tell us that Mr. Gladstone’s Home Rule Bill
needed only amendment in detail to make it quite satisfactory, quite as
satisfactory as our own method of government here. ~ Those who draw
their knowledge of the subject from the Bill itself, and not from their
own imagination, ave perfectly well aware that the two things are totally
different. Do the self-constituted advisers of the English Parliament and
Government know that Mr. Gladstone proposed to turn the Irish Members
entirely out of the Imperial Parliament, and yet give that body a control
over the Irish Assembly ¥ Does any onein his senses believe that a scheme
like that would work !

Suppose, again, that this defect should be remedied, and the Imperial
Parliament made to occupy 2 relation to the local Houses similar to that of
the Dominion Government to our local Assemblies ; does it not follow from
this, that every part of the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales,
perhaps the partition might go lower) must have its own local Parliament
And perhaps they do not want this ; or, if they should come to see that
the political descendants of Earl Simon are, after all, under the necessity
of coming to Canada for instruction and guidance in the art of government,
still they may not be prepared offhand to put the thing into its final shape.
Would it not be better for us to allow these poor people in Great Britain
to work out their problem for themselves? They are not all-wise ; but
And
besides, if they make a mess of the business, they have to suffer, and not
we ; and, if they receive teaching from our wiseacres here, and make a
greater mess, still they will have to suffer and not we, which would be a
little hard upon them.

With regard to the Crimes Bill, if any one can show that it takes
away any man’s reasonable liberty, or that it has any other aim than the
enforcement of law which is righteous and necessary, then it will be time
to consider whether the general platitudes uttered on the subject have any
application. Tt is possible that the utterers of them may retain or gain
over some Irish votes ; but it is shocking to think that the government of
the country has to be carried on in this manner. '

It is said that there are a great many more evictions for the non-
payment of rent in the course of a year, in the city of New York, than in
the whole of Treland. Why should this be right and the other wrong ?
1t is quite intelligible that Mr. Henry George and his followers, who are
bent on bringing about the nationalisation of tho land, should set them-

they know a great deal more about the whole case than we do.



