
TUE INIANt~ NATIONS,

arc innurnerable sul.ordinale gcde, or qpîrits
whio have particular control over the RffThirs of
this wvorld; for instance, they beheec there is
one god Who lias the charge of lthe gifilic, an-
other presides over the ish andi the icatcir, an-
other controis the irindcs andtie tic f0rîiL, andi
another the rcgctiblc wcrid.

Tîtese iîuagîinary goià l)tucoine the ubjects of
their invocations %%lien theý are su turcîîili)btn-
oeil as te rcqîiire tlteir hlcseing; flir insiance, il'
an Indian wislies for su ,c.>s in a bttntîîîg ex-
cursion, hie xvii direct his oirering andi prayer to
the god vhto presides ovcr tlite ceer, the bear, or
the beaver, (a %wonderfil gamne-keeper lie nust
bc) that success may attend himi; or if lie in-
tends to catch many ftsh, or hîave a zrosperotîs
voyage, lie wili sacrifice to the god of the %va-
tors. 1 have known an Indian k-ili a black dog,
and tlirowv it into the Lake, that lie iniglit moût
ivitb no disasters vhtilst on Itis voyage. In titis
way tc poor dark Indian tgnorantly %vorships
gods that are no goils at all.

The suin, moon, andi stars, are also adoreci as
gocis. At the rising of' the sun tite olcitiefs
and warriors cîtaunt tlteir soîîgs or' praise to
welcomne bis rotîtrn, and iat the going clowvn of
the same they thank Min f,)r the blessings of
the light and heat during the day.

When a visible eclipse of tîte sun takes
place, the Indiatîs are tlîrowvn into the greatest
alarra. They cati it the suie d3Iifg, and sup-
pose that lie actually cites; in orcler to assist in
bringing hiîn to life igain, they stick coals of
fire upon the points or their arrovs, andi shoot
themi up into the air, that by them tite exptring
sun rnay be reanimateci andi rekindieci. The
inoon and stars are reverenccdl for the light
they give by night, enabling tîtein to travel in
the absence of the suri. I weltrcmcnibervlten
I was a littie boy being told by our agfeci people
thatl1 must nover point my finger Io the moon,
for if 1 did she would consîder it a great insuit,
and instantly bite it off.

Besides the supcrintending gocis aboya maon-
tioneci, they holci in great veneration certain
animais, wvhich they conceive to possess super-
natural powver, such as the woif, fox, oiwi, toad,
and ail venemnous anakes; andi even many of
their own brcthren are highly esteemeci, by
passing themselves off as powoles or conjv1rcrs,
and thus by theie cunning art impose on theocre-
duhty of theso deluded people. Any rcmarka-
ble or terrifie places becomne objects of supersti-

tious tireac andi veneration, froin an idea dt.
tlicy are the libolles of gods; for instance, curi-
cils rock>, itltaudq, rnountnins, caves, tTeesfnlg,
Le. Wltenever they approacli these, it is
%%iîlî tlte greatest, soleity, smoktng a pipe,
aind le-m ing a little tou>acco wa an offoring to the
goîl of tîte ltallowed spot. Falls arc noted
place:; fur tltetr tubacco ofl'enîigs, as they think
thai. te ocis of t falis are very fond of this
plant.

îNoar tîte Credit village, ait the foot of' a
pointeil hitli, is a dcep bote in te water, wvhich
t3 -~aid to htave been the nbode of one of tho
water gods, %vitere lie wvas frequcntiy heard te
singzancibeatitisdrtm. W icen te wvhite lie-
pIe began te frcqttctt this place for the purposo
of taking tîte saltuton, titis ninedoo took his
clcpartîîre during a tremendouu floodi, caîused
by lus 1îovcr, andi %vent down tîte river into
Lake Ontario. In fuct, evcry tbing tîtat strikes
the îlark, untcttorcîl tinci of the Inclian with
awe andi astonishutuent, becoincs te ltim a suli-
jeet of dreaci andi adoration; no wonder thon
tîtat itîzider being f ar beyond bis coraprehen-
sion, is regardeil as a unost powerful goci, and
bas given rise to utlany ridiculous atonies. Thcy
consider the tîtunder to bc a god in the sh2pe
of a large carde tîtat feccis on serpent4 which
it takes from tunder the earth, andi the trunks of
boltow trocs. Wbzti a thunder-boit, strikes a
troc or te groind, thcy fancy thaL the thuader
lias sîtot lus fiery arrow at a serpent, andi caugbt
it away in te twinkling of an eye; somte ndi-
ans pretend to alirm that they have seen the
serpenttaken up by the thunder into thecloucis.
Tbey believc that the tîtunder bas its libodle on
the top of a highi nionatain in the west, %whec
it laya its cggs, and huchles its young like an
cagle, andi froni wbecie it takes its fligbt into
ditWrent parts of the carth in search of ser-
pents.

In addition to their belief in the existence of
these gieîcral gods, ecd pawow or conjuror ana
,icdici,îe-man bias bis pcrional orfuumiliar gods,
wbicu arc of bis own imagining; the method
they take te obtan these is by fasting and
watching.

The Indiin youth, froni the nge cf ton to
manhooci, arc encoutrageai by their parents and
the olci people te fast, witb the promise that if'
do, thcy will entertain thern tn the eveninig by
the relation of one of their traditions or tales.
Inspired ivitb the hope of gaining faveur with


