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1 have already nformed you of the death of two of yur nuinber, during
-the past year—a Rarotongan teacher and a Samoan wowman.,  Tho sue.
viving teachers and their famlies havo likewise suffered severcly from
the disorders peenhar to the asland. I have also had vceastonal and
slight attacks of intermuttent fever, but through the govdness of God !
have always been able to attend to the duties of the mussion.  After a
residonco on this island of nearly three yeam and a half, 1 must yield to
tho conviction that it porecsses an unhealthy chmate, Ita effects on
Samoans and Rarotongans are much worse than on winte men, but
scarcoly any of the latter eseapo sickness. 1 fear thay the great mortality
among the native teachers on this anid the naighboring istands may dis.
courage others from cotming.  OQur misaionary brothers i Samwa wnite
me, that it scems hike sending teachers to their graves to sond them to
these jslands. My own opinton 1y, that all our encrgies at present
should bo confined 1o one, or at most to two islinds, #ay Anciteumn and
Tanua, and were these through the bleraing of God brought under the
saving influcnce of the Gospel, wo should then have a band of native
tcachers who would go forth to the nesghboniag siands, and while they
breathed their pestlentual atmogphers with comparative unpunny, they
would boreceived by the natives with far less suspicion than Sanoans or
Rarotongans.

I nust now give you a brief account of my labors at this station. 1
preach twico every Sabbath in the nanve language,  About 100 hearers
aro regular in their attendance on public worship. I am sure it would
gladden and encourage your hearts ifyou could observe the attentivn and
eamcstness with which many of them listen to the word of hife. At the
eloso of our morning worship, which cominences at 9 o'cluck, vur Sab-
bath School neets .

I have in a great measure discontinued the practice of itinerating on
the Sabbath day. I commenced this duty when I landed on the 1sland,
and kept it up for more than two years s.d g half; but the cxcitement
against the cause and myself at Jast became sv great, duning the early
part of Jast yeur, that I could not venture far from home without exposing
myself to insult, perhaps to danger ; and now my duties on tho Sabbath
day have becomo 80 onerous at home that [ find it difficult to go abroad.

Wo have two week day schools mn vperation_at this station, the one
for females and the other for mafes.  The tormer 13 under Mrs. Geddic's
Superintendence, and sho is assisted by the Rarutongan widew whom 1
brought from Tanna year beforo last, and also by two native young wo-
men who have been living with us for moro than two years, This isour
1argest and most advanced school, and numbers about -10 scholars. My
own school contains abont 30 scholars, sumo of them old men.  Nohoat,
the chief, is ono of my scholars. After much effort he has mastered his
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minds is very datk, but he wishes to leamn.  Many in both schools can
read well and a fow are able to write.

Our school meots every mutning At sun tise.  As soon A« tho day
breaks \wo boye go through the setlement Tn ditfurent directions with
the nitai ah luing, i, c. the thing to eall people. Itis just a pleco of
hatd wood neatly dug vut something in the shispo of a trough, and when
struck with a round atick it gives out & sgund which may bo heard at
zome distance. [t §s however n poor aubstitute for n bell, aud when the
woud 19 wet it 1s altnost useleas,  If petaons trivndly to the eause only
knew what an acquisition & bell wounld be to the siation, they wauld, I
think, mako nn cffort to #end one,  13ut tu return to our echools,  With
the nid of our assistants wo get through beforo breakfant  Oor tnost ade
vanced scholnrs meet ngamn at 10 o'clock .., for writing.

'Tho present account of out schyola is more encoum%h\g than [ have
hitherto been able to give. Wo labored aundst many discouragements,
for three long years, to form schools, and hnve auccecded to rome
extent.  Tho natives now begin to appreciato the value of lustruction,
and they nto desirous to learn.  Often when I have invited them to
attend our schiools, have I becn naked * what payment will you give us.”
But now they speak with gratitude of my kindness in comlug to their
dark land to instruct them.

You will not bosurpriscd 1o leatn that we encounter much oppoaition §
it would be a mntter of surpriso if it wero not so. Tho cause of God
hias been opposed ever sinco tho days of Cain and Abel, and will be so
«until tho kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ.”  Satan will not retire from his stzongholds without &
struggle. Nor is opposition in so sacred a work an unfaverablo symptom,
for if wo do not molest the encmy he will not molest us. I feelnoro ene
conraged intho hupo that wo aredoing some good, thanif wo were permit-
ted to go quictly on. Wohave been muchiopposed by the heathen, especially
duting the past year. [f we exeept ‘I'nhiti, on no island in the Pacific
lias the gospel been no violently opposed as on Anciteum The 'n:lcred
ten of privsts are furemost in opposing us —=They, like Demetrious of
old, feel that their craft is In danger.  ‘Theyknow that if the gospel sucs
cceds they will lose much of their inflecnce ns well as gain  But neveral
persons of this class havo already joined our ranke, and others will
follow. Again, the body of the of the prople are averso to tho gospel,
on ncevunt of the great chango which it is likely 1o effect in tho state of
suciety. ‘They wish to live and die an thelr forefathers did, in the ob-
scrvanco of custoins and practices, venerable on account of thelr antiquity-
‘They would nut object to some alight improvement in the state of thingy,
but thoy cannot cunsent to give up theib fighting, feasting, polygamy,
treating women as if they were not human beinge, &c  And others
still have been taught by our own countrymen to beliove that wo aro
hars, impustors, and the harbingers of discase and death, and they treat
us as such. ‘The conduct of the heathen to those wha have embraced
christianity has heen very bad.  "I'hey have persecuted them in various
ways.—~Not a fow have had their property stolen, plantations destroyed,
pigs killed &e.  They are constantly threatening to mako war on us,
and kill us all. This ill treatinent has been borne with great forbearanco.
Bui we could bear with the opposition of the heathen if Jefi 10 them-
aclves. Wo have encountered from another quarter as unmanly, as un-
generous, and as ummnerited an opposition a3 was ever offered to the
causo of rightcousness in a heathen land by men from a Christian
country.

‘The work atpresent isata kind of a stand. T'he natives aro now tak-
ing sides all over the island, and fecling runs high among bath partien.
‘The heathen oxcecds us in numbers but not ininfluenco,  All the highest
chicfs on the island and mcn of rank, have deelared thermlves on the
sido of christianity. ‘T'ho murder of the lad, which I have recorded in
tny journal, hes tended moro than any thing clso to bring matters to this
issue. Such is tho state of fecling that I nm now in a great measurs
confined to mny district, and eanuot freely visit around as [ uso to do.
Tho teachers have Icss to apprehend than I have, but they aro also
limited in their movements. ‘I'ho natives may go about with greater
safety thanany of us.  All that we can do at present is to improve every
little opening than wo can. ‘T'hings will not continue Jong as they are.
“Fhe cloud is fast passing away, and wo will again enjoy the sunshine of
prosperity. Tho raaks of the heathen contain many who are favourable

alphabet, and is now reading words of one ayllable. He says that lus

to Christianity, but they dare not como out and avow themseives to bo



