210 CONSECRATION OF WEALTH.

Paul, when exherting the Corinthians to liberality, ¢ that, thougl,
e was rich, yet, for)our sakes e became poor, that ye tluou-rh
His poverty mloht be rich”  Freely we have received, frecy
we are o give. The prophetic deseriptions of the cousecration
of wealth to Christ arc those of abundance and munificence. "lh
abundance of the seas,” ¢ the forces of the Gentiles,” * the ﬂod\(i
of Kedar,” ¢ the ships of Tarshish,” ¢ the glory of Liebanon,” and}
¢ the vold of Sheba,” are all to be given to Hlmwf nder 1§
gover mnent men shall « conscerate their gain unto the Lord, an(
their substance unto the Lord of the whole carth.” At Iis 'l(hem
“gold, incense, and frankincense, and myrrh,” were the offeringgg
of “the wise men of the Iast;” and thase were earnests andg
pledges that the treasures of lhe castern world shall, eventuallyk
be consecrated to 1Iim. In the days of 1lis flesh, Aacchem, theg
rich publican, who gave hall’ his goods to feed the poor; Mary
the grateful sister of Lazarus, who consecrated to Him the ala
baster-box of very precious omtment and the poor widow, whok
cast into the treasury ail her living, were approved and honourec
by Him. Christianity is intended to be a free, generous, and
bountiful system. It is not to be fettered in swathing-bands, and
governed by leading- -strings, as was religion in the da)s of infan
Israel, under Moses. Tt is religion in its strength and maturity
and must prove itsell such by nnnlv gifts and Jabors. 1t is unre
stricted by Jewish tithes. 1t is intended to be a religion of sl
forvetfu]ness and sacrifice. As its name denotes, it is “chat;
or < love.”
T do not mean by these declarations, that no definite laws ar
given by Christ and 1iis Apostles, for the exercise of Christin
hberality. It has been enjoined, on the Saviour’s own authority
that no gifts are to be presented by Iis people for the purpose o
ostentatxous display.  We are not to give “ that we may be seen
of men.” < Ile that giveth,” says St Paul, «let him do it witl
simplicity 3 that is, let it be given with pure and unmixed motwe
for the glory of God.  Our rrxfts are to be regular and stated, and
not casual and uncertain. They are to be rcady stored up agams
« the first day of the week.” "They are to be in proportion 10
our means, “as the Lord hath prospered us;” and according to
the facility afforded us, « as we have oppor tumty ?”  'These are th
more prominent laws contained in the Seriptures for Christian lib
erality, and they serve to instruct us in the © 7ight consccration

of wealth.”—Rev. L. J. Jobson..




