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Joel ‘Chandler Harris.
(Usncle Remus.)
BY MABEL W, PARSONS.

1hs city of Atlaata is not notad for her mhodu(yl.
Frequeat skits ia southern papers are to the effect that this
fair city claims to be always l.hud Witll are mever weary
ringing the changes on this chamacteristic. :«m‘o
cheerful a point of view .wco-ums for the perpetual holi g
happiness of the citizens. nght hm:.r.!edncss seems 'fod
innate and laughter ripples with delicious ease n'nd melody.
Of joel Chandler Harcis, “the mafchless writer of the
y", Atlanta has aright to br pruudl. 1:5 lt{h:
of “Uacle Remus’ be is known in maay lands. Tl
‘::‘u(d:(rf\fl stories of Bier Fox, B.er Rabbit and the ‘Tar
Baby have miade him a valued friend not o.nly of the little
folks, but of many a weary mother egd d:§tracted nur.sc.
Southern children especially are familiar with these fascin-

spokea stor

i fes.
";““8 :‘(l":::?:;:seborn in the little village of Entomlon,
waéia‘ in 1848. Astheson of poor‘plmn:s his ::hoohl:g
coasisted of but a few terms in the viltage. acaderfxy. = e
could read at the age of ,ix and has nlwnys‘ been inor m;
stely fond of books His first love was - thz Vicar o
Wakefisld,” whi -h his mother mid to.lnm agiin and again
until he could repeat eatire pages; his ambition was to
write a book like it, When twelve he had to face tbg wt?rld
earn a liviog aad help support his mother. AF t_h" time
he saw an advertisement for & boy to learn printing npd
answered it. He was accepted and begao work with
Colonel Joseph A Turver, a wealthy plénlu, who was
starting to prove a pet theory nl. his which was thelba
weekly newspaper could bs carried on sucorisfu”lly, pued-
lished miles from a postjoffice. The “Countrymaa j mod.al
after Addison’s * Spectator,” was devoted 'to the discussions
of literature, politics and religion. Ow’mg to the rare
genius and balliant scholarship of the editor. this unusnay!'
enterprise was a0 immediate success and the “Couctryman
publuhod oa a plantation nine miles from a post oﬂme
soon reached a circulation of two thousand subscribers.
The lad Harris worked away faithfully; though extremely
shy aad reticent he was vory obs'rv.mg aad lfmud much to
attract him on this vast plantation. Delightful _hm.lsn
parties, where mirth and revel reigned; negroes, enjoying
their songs, dances and stories after the 'day in caoe and
cotton fieldsg beautiful horses and sagacious dogs; runaway
slaves; gay bunting parties returniag with f‘ox and coon,—
these formed southern country lifeat that time Always a
Jover of nature, the woods called often to him and revealed
many secrets of bird, beast and insect.
He had oot been in the offize very long, when Colugel
Turner noticed articles in his paper which were uq( famvxl-
jar. He suspected the young apprentice, but bc‘mg wise
said nothing; he invited the boy however to us‘e his library
which coataioed a collection of the best books in the world
The youthful author gained deep and lasting knowl:edge
from these siient friends. Six years of such rich experience
formed his real education. .
1t was from this plantation that he:saw Sherman’s army
march on its victorious way to the sea; tragic sceoes left
the r impression on heart and mind asd—vasmuon.lnd want
took possession of that magnifi ient estate. Finally the
#Countryman’ failed and the youog printer v.vent to Maoof).
l"(}co((m, where he was on the staff of the “Daily Tclegn?h
/ Later he was connected wint the “Crescent Moathly"” of
New Otleans, the “Advertiser” of Forsyth, Georgia, and
the “Dily News' of Savapnah.
lo 15-6 the scourge of yellow fever along the coast drove
him to .’Mluum where he became a member of the editorial
staff of the tar famed “Consutution.” Then it was that he
gave to the world Brother Woll, aod the Brother Terrapin
with their numerous [rends and fors. Since that time
over tweuty volumes of pro e an! poetry have oome fmm
his pen and he is sttll writiog witn his usual verve..Mmgu
and other sketches picture the life of middia Georgia and
of the mountains of North Georgia, but in point of merit
they are not equal to the dialect stories of the aute bellum
negro, so full of quaint bumor, homely philosophy and
gratle rebuke. =
Mr. Hareis loves bis home, a delightiul place on Gorden
Avenue and he seldom leaves it. * Amid trees and Howers
and terraced lawns 15 his Queen Ann cottage with wide lat-
ticed verandahs and gabble roof whose ten large rooms are
all oo one floor. Part of the surrounding five acres is de-
voted to a rose garden, containing many varieties of the
qu-en of fl \wers'and this is his particular joy. The child-
rea have all the pets they wish; ample provision is mde
for their grey doakeys, rabbits, ginea pigs, dogs, etc. Mr.
Harris is also devoted to birds and encoyrages them to re-
side on his grounds. Larly one morning he noticed two
Carolina wreas buildinrg a nest in the letter box on the
cedar tree at his gate. Half the forenoon was spent looking
out for the postman to wara rim pot to disturb the tiny
architects. They were unmolested all summer and tender-
ly watched until the nestlings flew away and the family
separated. Since then, his friends have called the place “the
Sign of the Wrens Nest.”
Though the soul of geaial hospitality himself, this much

loved man is streanously avefss to being entertained or
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lionized in any way. When in New York a few years ago
some friends planned a dinner in his honor of which he was
to be told nothing; the scheme was simply to take him to
the banqueting hall after the arrival of the guests. Late
that afternoon he was talking on the street with an admir-
er who inadvertenrly let fall a word revealing all. Mr.
Harris wished only for the seven leagued boots to traasport
him to his dear pativestate. He lost no time, however,
wishing for magic means of conveyance but hailing a .cab;
hurried to the depot, and wassoon ona southern bound
train without trunk orscripen route for Atlanta. No
amount of psrsuasion can induce him to speak in public, or
read se'ections from his own writings. When asked what
he would do if Joel Chandler Harris reading clubs were
formed in the city he replied, “Lrave Atlanta.” This would
be a serious sacrifice for he thinks Georgia the finest state
in the Union, and Atlanta its choicest spot. *He started
North a while ago but as he neared the border line of
North Carolina he says it came over him that he was leav-
ing all the best things of life behind, so he got off and took
the next train back to Atlanta and here is content to live
forever.

Last spriug an article appeared in the “Atlanta Journal”
written from Vermost, denouncing the blue-jay as “*wanton
wicked aod vicious.” Aneditorial in the “Constitution”
by Mr. Harris was a vindication of the maligned bird. The
followjng quotation from it gives his opiniou of a northern
climate ’

“It is easy to imagiae that a blue jay, suffering from its
bleak enviroamsat, the victim of climatic conditions that
ace suffi ent to exispscate human beiags and give a twist
to their moral machiaery, is ripe for anything that prom-
isss a relief fron the d snlation of winter and early spring.

A climate that will not allow the profitable raising
of watermelons s no place for a jay or any other kind of a
bird.”

Mr Harris is abnormally bashful and dreads strangers as
ha does reporters. Oaly a few choice spirits ever have the
rare pleasure of hearing him tell his stories. His imitation
of the wnimsical dialect and droll maaner of the negro is
excellent. Heis a maao of very few words: southern vol-
ubility cannot bs attabuted to him. Like his Tar Baby
he keeps on saying pothing. [ couat myself fortunate as
having been oae of a northera party at his home to whom
he did not deny himself. His reply to my inquiry as to his
family was, 'l have six children, four graadchildren and a
big wife." Mcs. Harais ischarming and makes an ideal
hostess. In a gowa of silver grey, which matched her hair,
she reminded me of Lady Laurier. As Miss Essie La Rose
the d wugnterof a Canadian sea captain, Mr. Harris met hec
in Savanaah where they were married 1a 1873 Sae is a
five linquist and teaches the chuldren French. Because of
har superior executive ability, her husbaad calls her his
busiaess minager. Theoldest son Julizan is now managing
editor of ths “Corastitution,”” while the third soa Evelya is
city editor.”

O the walls of the west parlor of this interesting home,
haogs a large lifs-like picture of Mc. Harris and his owa
famliar friend James Whitcomb Rilsy staadiag side by
side It is said of Mc. Riley that he is “plumb foolish” over
Mc. Harris and when these two con genial souls are visiting
togsther, they geasrate enough happwnsss to make the
entire world braghter. In appearance “Uacle Remus”, as
he is frequently called, is of medium height and inclined to
rotnad ty, and like Santa Claus he shakes when he laughs
like a bowl full of jsly. He has chastnut hair, blus eyes
and a receding chin; even by his most fascinated admirers
he is not called handsome. The humorous and nidiculous
anpeal t» him readily an | the m-‘n:wus tiny wrinkles tell
how pronounced has been his enjo nt of life:  His has a
suany disposition, dust never ullglmm rose colored
spactacles. He says he has not beea cross|in tweaty yeats
—where is another ? /

AR that he has written is cheerful, hopelul, bright and
joyous. The best part of every character in his works. is
brought out. A ‘“‘gentle reader”” once queried thus regard-
ing the favorite personage of his literary world,—*“Truly,
Mc. Harris, wouldn't Uncle Remus steal chickeus if he got
a chance 7" The laughiog reply was so characteristic, “[t
I follow the old man all day, you can’t expect me to know
what he does all night too.” Though he has written much
anent the tims of war and civil discord, no bitterness nor
cynicism is ever displayed but every thing teads to promote
kindly ssntiment between the North and South.

In the Carnegie Library of this city is an attractive
department for children. In their reading room is a spacious
fireplace, the thirteen tiles of which in white and blue delf,
picture the adventures of the various animals as they
occurred in the stories by Mr. Harris. One scene is of the
aged negro Uncle Remus, in his humble cabin and before
him sits “Miss Sally’s” little golden haired boy, his bright
eyes and tense sttitude manifesting his interest. [he in.
scription over this uniquely tiled fireplace is from Robert
Louis Stevenson,—and feads,

“The world is so full of a number of things,
I'm sure we should all be as happy as kings.”
this is the conviction also of the delightful, irresis-
table humorist—Joel Chandler Harris.
Atlaata, Geargia, May 1905
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Among the Savaras.
Parlakimedi, Madras Presidency,
India, April, 26th, 1905.
Dear Friends:—For some years you have been familiar

‘with the title, “Among the Telugus,” which is borne by the

anoual report of your Missionarties in this land. [ am sp-
propriating the form of the title for the subject of a short
Ietter concerning the Savara work, The title is somewbat
misleading, however, for I am as yet not among the Savar-
as at all, being only on the edge of their territory, and of
the work. For a year and a half after coming to the coun-
try, I studied Telugu, which language I have since been
using in the acquisition of Savara. In the latter study
some progress has been made so that with the help of a
sympathetic Savara who appreciates the limitations of
your missionary’s vocabulary, 1 can carry on quite a con-
versation. In some regards the Savara is easier than the
Telugu. The latter flows on so stnoothly, and is so run to-
gether, that one finds it very difficult to distinguish the
words when spoken by the average native. On the other
hand, the Savara is a gutteral language, and inits pro-
nunciation must be more clearly articulated than Tejugu,
and so is more easily caught by the ear. Then again the
vocabulary is very limited which makes it easier now when
learning the language, but.will make it very difficult to ex-
press the ideas of religion.

One marked difference between the Telugu and the Sav-
ara people is noticeable in their manner towards the learn-
er who is trying to talk to them in their owu language.
‘I'he Telugus are polite—extremely polite. They will lis-
ten with tne utmost gravity, and seem entirely unconscious
of the fact that the speaker is performing some of the most
astonishicg and amusimg gymnastic feats with their lan_
guage. Not s0 the Savaras. The delighted grin with which
they histeu is not wholly due to their appreciation of the
bonor the gentleman does their lauguage in trying to learn
it. They are simple-as children, and take no pains to hide
tneir amusement at the frequent mistakes into which the
speaker falls. At first when | attempted to speak to the
Savaras, they would make no reply, and move away as
quickly as possible. ‘I'hey are becoming more ‘friendly of
late however and on a recent tour among the hills I not-
iced a great difference 1n the attitude of the people when |
came 1010 the region from which the people are in the habit
of attending the Parlakimed: Market. When they saw me
they came running to greet me and seemed to take great
pleasure in reminding me that they bad seen me in Parlaki-
wedi. At another point a hittle further on they brought a
present of oranges.. ,

It has been decided in our Conference to make Parlaki-
medi the center for the Savara work. In the 1ainy seasen,
from July 10 October it will be impossible to tour among
the hills. kveu now, in the dry season, 1 am preventeqy
from going to the hills, because | can get no cook among
the Telugu servants who will go to the hills, and risk the
fever. Those who were with me on a tour last December,
have suflered very much with fever since then. From Par-
lakimed as a center, however, it is possible on different
days of the week to reach several market places, to each of
which hundreds of Savaras come from the hills. In these
markets a good work can be done in preparing the people
for the visit of the missionary in the dry season, In Par.
lak'medi itself there is a large market every Saturday at-
tended by hundreds of Savaras, and pearly every day there
are many of them in town. 1f we can procure the land for
which we are now negotiating we will be near the market,
and on the main highway from the hills.

As I com® to be more acquainted wi Savara work,
I see that it is likely for some time to be a work of consid:
erable difficulty. But the more | see of the Savara people
the more 1 am1mpressed with the possibilities of the mission
among them, and the more | am interested in them.
Many of us think that the conditions of work among the
Savaras are very much like those among the Karens of
Burmah. . If you are acquainted with the recent history of
the Karen work, you will know that a remarkable move-
ment has been spreading among them for a. year or two
past, under the leadership of Ko San Ye, and tipusands
are being copverted. lu the iast year on ome field alone
there e two thousand converts baptized. it is our hbpe
that the similarity between the two peoples may be con-
tinued 1nto thespiritual realm and that the pow er of God
may be ifested in the S work as it has been
among the Karens. For this we bespeak the praycrs of ail
who are interested in the extension of God's kingd

J. A GLENDINNING.
Parlakimedi, April 25, 1905.

Some Beautiful Houses and what Be
comes of Them., :
RY A. H. GARDNER.

In 1865, Dr. (afterwards Sir) William Dawsog, of Moat-
real, diseovered in the La in hills the in of an
animal which he named the Eozoon or dawn animal, be-
cause it was from the place in which it was found, evident-
lyo@oftheliﬁafotmwhichlppwodnthpaiod'h-
God said, “Let the waters bring forth abundantly the mev.
ing creature that hath hk 1t was a representative.of the
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