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As usual in recent years the sport of

Dangerous amateur hunters has resulted in many
serious accidents, involving the loss
Sport. ofa iderablk ber of b

lives. The latest hunting fatality is
reported from near Cloyve, county of Addington, Ontario,
where Henry Vanness, of Arden, while deer stalking, ac-
cidentally shot and killed his son, a lad eighteen yesrs of
age. A mannamed Parks was wounded by the same bul-
let which killed young Vanness, Remarking upon the
number of such accidents occurring in Ontario, the Toronto
Globesays: “The shortening of the open season, the re-
striction of commercial shooting, the destruction of the
wolves, and the restraints on hounding baye made big
game so abundant that it can be secured with but little
skill or experience. The result is the crowding of & great
force of amateur sportsmen into the woods at each recurring
bunt. Many of them pever see the woods at any other
time, and they consequently lack the patural discernment
that can come only with experience. Every object that
moves is distorted by their excited imaginatious intoa deer,
and the result is a lamentable chapter of accidents.
These men are not only & menace to other hunters as inno-
cent of woodcraft as themaelves, but are a serious danger
to settlers, lumbermen, and others whose work takes them
into the danger zone duning the open season, So great is
the terror of the amateur hunter that séine settlers are
afraid to venture into the woods when any of that fratern.
ity are about. Our records include the shooting of two
road repairers while at work, and the death of another who
was eating his lunch and was mistaken for a bear.” It
does not appear that the Canadian sportsman is more reck-
lese in the use of bis rifie than his brother sportsman across
the border, and his aim when the mark is a buman target
no more deadly. It is reported that in the woods of Wis-
consin and Northern Michigan during the season just closed
forty-two hunters were killed or died of their wounds and
twenty others wounded, making a total list of sixty casual-
ties. The number of the deer killed is estimated at 4,000,
making the ratio of the hunters killed to the game oneto
sixty-five.

The effective bombardment of the
Russian battleships in Port Arthur,
which began Dec. 1, was one of the
results of the capture of 203 Metre
Hill. Up to that time the warships
had been able to seck shelter from the Japanese fire under
Pei yu mountain, but the capture of 203-Metre Hill, Nov.,
29 30, enabled the Japanese to train their guns on the Rus-
sian vessels, with & result that a number of them have
been set on fire, and the others must either put to sea or
suffer irreparable damage.

The Port Arthur beseigers report as follows :—

‘On Saturday, Dec. 3, our naval guns bombarded the
enemy's ships. The ‘Pobiedia’ (battleship) was struck six
times, a vessel of the ‘Retvizan’ (battleship) type was hit
eight times, and on otber ships sixteen shells took effect.
‘On Monday following the ‘Pobieda’ was hit seven times, the
‘Poltava’ (battleship) eleven times, and the ‘Retvizan’
eloven times. Atabout three in the afternoon one of our
sugar shelis struck a magazine south of Pei yu mountain,
causing a heavy explosion. The conflagration that follow-
ed was not extinguished for two hours. ‘The same day
our beavy (army) guns were directed at the enemy's ships,
The ‘Peresviet’ (battleship) was struck twice, and two
more shells were lodged in other ships. A ves.
sel of the ‘Poltava’ type was observed to be on fire
for one hour, sending up a great volume of smoke. “The
attacking operations against thy Sung shu mountaio forts
eastward are carried on day and night. Two 36 milimetre

uickfirers were captured oo Sunday in a hall moon fort

ending a counterscarp on Rih lung mountain,
.
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Some remarks of a professor in the

Great is Joan Lycéde Cordorcet, Paris, caused an
uproar in the school, and the echo of
of Arc. it has been heard even in the French

Chambes of Deputies, To say any-
thing deroratery to Joan of Arc has much the same effect
upon a large class of Frenchmen as the raising of the Union
Jack on a level with the Stars and Stripes has on a certain
class of United States citi AThe p in questi
having more regard evidently, for what he considered

essenger and U

ST. JORHN, N. B., Wednesday, Decem ber 14, 1904.

fact of history than for the sentiments and prejudices of his
audi¢nce, made some remarks touching the sainted Joan.
which were so vigurously resented by the students of the
Lycée that the matter came to the knowledge of M. Chau-
mie, the Minister of Public Instruction, and he, after en-
quiry, dismissed the professor, on the ground, it would
seem that he had not sufficiently respected the suscrptibili-
ties of the students. The action of tha Minister was sub
sequently mede the subject of interpellation in the Chamber
of Deputies and resulted in a discussion in which personal
ities and invective abounded. A large number of the De.
puties, it would seem, did not share the popular sentiment
in regard to Joan of Arc, and they strongly resented the
action of the Minister of Public lnstruction in disemissing
the professor for the exercise of his rights of free speech. A
tion of wes introduced, but was eventually with
drawn, M Chaumie defoided himsell on the ground that
the professor unquestionably showed lack of tact snd that
boys should not de s ddressed with the seme freedom as adults
and said that the punishment of the oflender would remind
professors of the necessity of respecting public opinien. The
Minister concluded with an eulogy of Joan of Ase, and pro

mised to maintain the political neutmlity of the schools,
-

*
The story that there were Japanese
torpedo boats in the North Sen at
the time that Russian war vesels of
the Baltic fleet fired upon British
fishing vesséls was probably never
given much credence outside of Russia. It is now, it ap
pears, admitted at Russian naval headquarters that the
Awrova of the Baltic fleet was struck by Russian shells, and
as a result the ghaplin of the vessel recéived injuries which
have proved fq‘pl, This admission and attendant circum-
stances seem to show that the Russians fired upon their own
vessels, mistaking them for hostile. craft. A Londcn des-
patch says it has been expected for a long time that such
an admission would be made before the meeting of the
inquiry commission. From the day when the first intima-
tion was given to the world that the Russians undoubtedly
fired on their own ships on the Dogger Bank there has been
no doubt expressed anywhere but in St. Petersburg that
such was the case. It has been felt that Russia would
have to make an admission to this effect as soon as they
could arrange their story. The impression their story was
likely to produce is shown fairly well in an editorial of the
London Times, which says :—
“Plainly the damage to the Aurora was done before she
showed her searchhght. Russia has already established a
reputation for naval gunnery in this war, but it is difficult
to believe that five <hots struck the Aurora unless they were
aimed » her. No other Russian vessel suffrred serious
damage. “Vhy did the Aurora draw the fire of her con-
sorts ? According to an account by an eye-=itness, in The
Novoe Vremya, Nov 5, Admiral Enkuist, witlh the Dmitri
Donskoi and the Aurora had been ordered to slaken speed
and wait for the transport Kamchatka, which had fallen
behind owing 'o an injury to her enyines. The two crusiers
apparently carried out their instructions, and the eye-
witness goes on to relate that on the morning of October
22 those on board the Suvaroff saw in front of them two
long. dark silhouettes emininmumitiu of smoke and
proceeding at a high speed. Suvaroft took them for
torpedo boats and fired on them; but does not tha conclus-
ion seem almost inevitab'e, after a comparison of the story
in The Novoe Vreyma with the statement issued by the
naval headquarters staff, that these two silhouettes were the
Dmitri Donskoi and Aurora "

A Signifcant

Admission

The growing boldness of the reform
elemsnt in Russia is indicated by
some recent occurrences. On Decem-
Reform in Russia. ber 1, a despatch from St. Petersburg

states, a remarkable meeting of a
thousand persons was held in that city. Among those in
attendance were Maxim Gorki, Somevsky the historian;
Mme. Galino, the poetess; Mme. Shapi, the vovelist, and
other writers. Numerous resolutions were adopted demand-
ing constitutional reforms, freedom of speech, & parliament,
etc. A poem was read demouncing the bureaucracy for
carrying on an uojust war in Manchuria. The meeting
closed at three o'clock in the moming amid shouts. of
“Down with the autocracy.” Agein. on December sth,
anniversary of the codification of the |\ vs under Alexander
11, the Bar Association of the Russia pital assembled at
the regular ball set apart for this pu * by the govern-
meant, but found the doorsclosed by 1 of the procutator
of the court of appeals. Thereup . .. three hundred
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members marched up Newsky Prospect to the town hall.
There the president declined to preside, declaring that the
meeting was illegal, but the members relused to dispemse,
elected a chairman and passed & resolution censuning the
procurator, which will be officially lodged with Interios
Minister Sviatopolk-Mirsky. The association entered inte
a general discussion of the causes why inany of the laws
passed 40 years ago remained dead letters, snd  adopied
resolutious declaring that the laws could pot be in living
foree and protect citizens agaiost missale until the inwiols-
bitity of domicile and freedom of the press, coniciegre and

AROCIRtIgh were guaranieed

According to figures given by Bwewy-

The Tax en body's Magazine, the vevenus of the
United States from the tax, on

Drink and  spinits was - $iyiooboon hom the
beer tax $47com0e. s tal of

TYobacco Sir8oo0 000, State and  local rev
eoues from hguor and  besr loseses

amount 1o & large sum  besides e revenue of
Creat Britain from  excise and costom takes on in-
toxicanis avernges about 1600000 France collects
$ 100,000,000 & year from the taxes o spirits, bres, wine,

and so lorth, custom duties sot included Thissty little
Holland and temperate Haly get about $30 000,000 fom .
these taxes. The Kussian government hes & mosopoly of
the sale of liquor. The official estimate of the revenue from
this source for 1904 wan § 158 00000080 appaliing sum. In
the fiscal year clesing Juve 3o, igo4,the United States had &
revenue of §30,122,415 59 rom the tax oo $6.707.471.88)
cigars, from the tax on smoking and ¢ hewing tobaccw,
$19.719.04261 Alovg with an increase in the consumption
ol tobacco i other formi there appears to be & potal e~
vival of the old custom of soulf-taking in the United States.
In 1903, 20,157,580 pounds of this titilator » ere made n the
Un'ted States, actually an increase of wore than 1, 300.000
Youuds over the igures of 1902, ln spite of the anti-cigarette -
eague and legisiation nestly two hundred millions more of
cigarettes were made. But even then there are some eight
hundred thousand less than were made ten'years sgo. More
chewing and smoking tob.cco, more cigarettes, more sauff;
78,917,670 fewer cigars. Such is the smoke recosrd.
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The steamship Parisian having Earl

Grey and the vice-regal party among

ber passengers, arrived at Halifax

about one o'clock Saturday morning

after a rough passage. At 1030

Earl Grey and party landed and were greeted by Mayor

General Parsens, the Lieut  Govenor, the Provincial Secre-

tary and members of the Executive Councils, the Mayor

aond the City Council. A guard of honor with band re-

ceived His Excellency with the usual salute. His Lordship
and suite were then conducted to carriages and

by Granville. George and Hollis streets to the viacial
Buildiag in the court yard of which a guard of honer was
posted, which received them with usual salute. The im
stall ition then took place in the presence of a brilliant
gathering. After His Excellency had been sworn in & salute

of nineteen guns was ficed from the citadel. Addresses
were presented from the Nova Scotia Government and the
Halifax City Council, to which the Earl made suitable re~
plies. On leaving the Provincial Butlding His Excellency
w as received by a guard of hooor with & roval salute. The
vice-regal party then proceeded to Government House, the
stréets through which they passed being lived with troops
from the garrison,  In the evening ther was a state dinoer
at Government House and later their Fxrellencies beld a re

ception in the Executive Council Chamber. Al classes of
Canadians will unite in heartily welcoming the new Gover-
nor Geveral with the Countess Grey and the members of
their family to the Domiinion

Arrival of Earl

Grey.
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I'he carture of

133 Metre Hill, soted

The War last week, placed the Japanese in a
position  to bombard the Russian

ships in Port Acthur harbar, and the b IEers A ppear to
have used their advantags with great efict The comes-
pondent of the Londons Daily Tl raph belore Port Acthae

states that all the Russian battlestips and crusers and the
guoboats Giliak and Fasadnek have bee) sunk or destroyed

and only the torpedo boat destroyers jemam wiact,  Pye.
vious reports as to the terrible camnage in conmection with
the takwyg of 303 Metre Hill are confirmed by later despateh.

es. Among the dain on Nov. 30 was & son of the Japanese
weneral Nog'.  Avother son had met death ia the taking of
Nanhan Hilland it is said the Geneend i now childiess. The ©
price which Japan is paying for victory in the Liag tung

ninvald in the sacrifice o!"I the bravest of her sons, &
*avy one. Then:‘ppnn to be little change in ihe situn-
tion to the south of Mukden, e -




