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Lord Rosebery’s Remarkable Address to- the Stude"gtm of i
Glasgow University—Need of Nattonal Steckfaking
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BENERAL when a statesman is
elected Lord Rector of a Scot-
tish~ University “he" prefers to
leave politics behind him, gnd to

s take as the subjectof his': Rec-:

torial address something in Mterature or
history. Perhaps it is chargctéristic of
Lord Rosebery’s positionéia .publié fife
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though not much, to do—a concretéi con-
temporary subject, which fills all*“minds
at.~times; --which - -will - increasingly- fill
yours. I wish to say something to you
of ' the  'British'  Empire— c¢heers)—of
which ,we are the tenants. in fee of
which, we inherit;the: résponsibility ‘and

that “when "he was installed™as Reetor§ Hie Ploryy It igfsg walt s topic that 1

of Glasgow - Univérsity, ‘on"Noveniber
16th last, he délivered .an address.en;
tirely 'political in c¢haracter.  There was,
rothing' gew: in Ht+gothing which JLon
Rosehéry‘hag not said before; but seéveral
opinions Wwhich he has eéxpressed”in "dit-
ferent Speeches - were brought together
in a way which lent vivaecity:to them;
Lord Rosebery is a man who ‘belittles
no occasion. He has imagination .and
sense enough to know! the value “which
attaches to all that'a former leader<and
Premier may <ay. In addition, he ‘has
the nervousness of the great speaker, the
anxiety and confusion which precede any
public utterance. | When he appeared
he was evidently disturbed, and" even
the ‘most stoical mature would: readily
grant him the right to be so, It is sel-
dom that 'St. Andrew’s .hall is so:fully
and it is not often that a Lord: Reeter
speaks under such .interesting circums
stances. 'There was a great welcome,
the kind of greeting which a Rector al-
ways gets—very loud, but without any-
thing in it. 'It was noticeable, too, that
the galleries where the public sat werse
silent. ’
A Remarkable Figure,

A few minutes were spent on formali-
ties, and then Lord Rosebery was face
to face with his audience, - There’is no
figure iu public life which ‘fascinates to
such an extent both the common and
the imaginative man. There is a strange
minghing of elements in it—an aloofness
from the crowded interests of life, an un-
fathomed loneliness, and, almest in op-
position to that, a passionate interest in
the public ‘business of the nation. One
saw these things in the striking. figure
gtanding at the desk. Sometimes there
was a smile, wan and thin, the gleam of
humor which lights up a melancholy
mind, &and 'at other times there were
long shadows on the face, the signs of a
nature convinced of the fatuity of human
things, Perhaps it would be correct to
say that Xord Rosebery has lost some
of the-distinetion he once possessed. The
face-is heavier and less capable of ‘ex-
pressing the motions of the speaker. It
is mot so perfeet a wmirror-of.the mind
as it'was. Perhaps the voice, too; is not
so fine ‘an instrument as it was, but then
the woice is the most perishable of all
human possessions,

The preblem which the csreful listener
set himself was how to pierce behind the
words and voice to the core.of personal-
ity, to that central spring of emotion
which fixes the plan ef any ihan in life.
Time and again there came the self-
revealing of the great speaker. Onece,
when the students cheered a *reference
to the close of the century, as if they
were glad to be done with it, the mingled
humor and sadness of the man appear-
ed. 'He smiled like one who regretted
the levity of young minds unconscious of
the sadness of things. And then, in a
rebuke so full of homor gand regret that
one could almost see right into the heart
of the*man, he made the students laugh
at their own lightness. Another time
he spoke of the careless habit of Eng-
lish- publie life, the ineclination to look
to chance for safety, and the fear that
it may some. time bring a great calamity
upon ¢the nation, sent an almost doom-
ed look into his eye.

" A Man of Sympathies,

If any one doubted where Lord Rose-
bery’s deepest ‘sympathies lay, the ad-
dress .must ‘have scattered -his doubts.
The great interests which made him the
leader, of Loondon democraey are still the
central: things in his creed. The only
change that-has eome over them is that'
they have been: woven: into. his pew
dream_of Empire. For the most part
he spoke ealmly, but when he referred
to the housing of the poor the depths in
him seemed to rise. There was a world
of tears in his eyess - No.one will forget
how his face jmeyed; and «his; utterance
choked, wheniih@ feciared [ that “the
darkest spots in the slums of Glasgow
and the; @M“a:a?*in the Hebrides
are both & Jmatter ~fmperial interest.
But the note whaich filled one with the
most delight was the protest against the
idea that Empire means war,: {In all
this there is mothing of war; not the
beat of a'‘drum nor the singing 6f a bul-
let.” 'These words: were spoken with
fine force when raising his arm; .then
bringing his hand down on the desk, he
declared that mot less wvital to the Em-

pire than the defence and the readinéssical shrine &
to fight is the unceasing leaven of a [the d

high ideal. There was'a great thrill i
the speaker which leapt into the andi

ence, and the cheer which followed was |

one of the most sincere of the day.

The speech, ag a whole, appealed mores
to the brain than'to the heart. At times)
it was somewhat' arid, and cften the
attention of the audience seemed 'to re-
lax; but the close brought'it alongside
of the greatest Rectorials of the past, It
was the crowning revelation of the speak-
er, The build of the closing sentences
reminded one of the peroration of his
own speech on Burns, There was the
same consciousness of the mingling of
good and evil in human ilife, ‘and the
sam3 willingness to recognize the di-
vine working through thern both. To
the last Lord Rosebery remained master
of himgelf, There was no sudden yield-
g of some divine force of speech, but
there was a solmnity as of a soul mak-
Ing its public confession. It was an al-
most scramental occasion, and the great
scene gs he sat dowa showed that he
had struck 'a very deep chord in the au-
dience,

The Empire Outside Pnrt,y’.

~ Having thanked his hearers for:elect-
Ing him to the Lord Rectorship, and hav-
ing referred to previous Reectorial ad-
dresses, Lord Rosebery continued: “I
have thought that I would best serve
You, my young constituents; by speaking
to you of a spbject which affects ue all,
and with which I have had something,
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ti0an ‘only ‘toushwd $ringe. T can deal
only ‘with considerations which directly
affect yourselvesh It
18&nsé a political subject, but it is owtside
party’ politics,’ and can and should be
‘tréated “withodt "affecting the most: sen-
sitive apprehension. But ‘éven here I

are some to whom the very' word is
abhorrent; ‘to' 'whom, at any: rate; the
‘word “is: under' dmspi¢ion. It bears to
them  somé taint of disagreeable @ssoci-
ation. They affect to see in it danger: of
braggadocio or aggression.  Persomaily,
1. do not share their suspicions. (Hear,
hear.) Still, 1t is not the word, but the
thing that 1 value.” 1 admit that the
term has been prostituted in Britain as
well as elsewhere. And yet we cannot
discard it, for there is no convenient
synonym, If any'other word can be
invented ‘which as adequately: expresses
a number of States of vast size under a
single sovereign, I would gladly consider
it. But at present there is none.

Much ¢0. Overhaul,

“You have received from  your fore-
fathers this strange ‘appanage. No one
outside an asylum wishes to be rid of it.
The question, then, at this time is simply
how to do the best. with it, - That is a
tremehdous! problem, so tremendous that
you snd I and all of us have to take our
shave of it. .And alifof ‘us in this hall,
rich or, poor; young or old, dlever or dull,
can do something, each in his line of life,
like bees in their cells, to make the Em-
pire surer, better /m: happier, . even’ if
zens ourselves. (Cheers.)) Moreover, the
so much as now. Never did it so urgent-
ly require the strenuous,and united sup-
port of its subjectss (Hear, hear)) For,
in the present state of the world, an ac-
tive vigilance is mere than ever required.
We, haveto make.Surasefour equipment.
THis M¥e are apt to take for granted. On
the contrary, I maintain that there is
much to overhaul, to examine, and to re-
congider; that what would have kept the
Bmpire' together in days when we had
an unenvied monopoly of colonies, and

there is a disposition to challenge hoth
our naval and commercial position which
requires | ‘our utmost' vigilance; ' that
we may have to test our
training, our ‘habits, our  charac-
ter, , .our .  capacity ' for = work @ by
sevorer standards than * have

pared, in a word, to set our house in

fature. (Hear, hear.)

What Might Have Been,
“What is this Empire?
culation seems to be this: That its area

be_r ‘in round figures some four hundred
millions.  The details in so spacious a

yond comprehension. And yet one can:
not but pause for a moment to reflect

ordinary circumstance of the acceptance

been  incalculably greater. - Had the
elder Pitt, when he became First Minis-
ter, not left.the House of Commons, he
would ‘probably. have retaived his sanity
-and his -authority.
vented, or suppressed, the reckless bud-
‘get of Charles’ Townshend, have induced
George III: to listen to resson, ‘have in-
troduced representatives: from America
into 'the .Imperials Parliamient, and pre-
served the thirteen Américan . colonies to
«#he. British ~ Cfown. It is fanciful to
dwell for a ‘moment on what might have

vessels of 'the " Constitution. It awonld
L system. »of

represénted.. ‘And ‘as last,: when

ed ‘solemnly | across the Atlantie,
Britain: woald Jhave become: the histori-
i European outpost of
rid jempire.” What an. extraordin-
iry pevelution mmuld.have been had it

n- gecomplished! The: greatest known
Fg:ﬂitgg blogdshed;  the mcst  sublimé
. toansference of power in.the history of
Lmankind, - Our conceptions can’ searcely
.{;lc_ture’ e = proe:ssion across-the  At-
antie, . the. greatast.sove:¢ign /i -:in. the
greatest fieet in the ubniverse, Ministers,
‘goyernmenty, parliament, - departing
solemnly for the_-other hemisphere, not,

greigh
"spur of necessity, but ander the vigorous
eémbrace of the younger ‘world. Tt is
well to - bridle the fmagination, lest it
become fantastic and extravagant.

If America Had Remained. -

“Moreover, ‘it is a ‘result to which we
can scarcely acclimatize ourselves, even
in jdea. But the other effects = might
have been scarcely = less- remarkable,
America would haye hung on the:skirts

profoundly affected the forgign policy of
the Mother Country in the direction of
peace. Her influence in our domestic
policy would have been scarcely less po-
tent, It might probably have appeased
and even contented Ireland. The ancient
ooustitution of Great Britain
have been rendered more comprehensive
‘and more elastic. On the other hand,
the American yearning for. liberty, would
bhave ‘taken a . 4
have blended with’ other traditions and

-
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is in the strict’

only by Being .hohest, indugtrious eiti- '
Empire never neaded-zsuch loyal ‘service |

swhen armaments were both less vast and |
less menacing, will not suffice now, that

hitherto
been applied; that we must be called up- |
on for effort and sacrifice if we wish to |
maintain our place; that we must be pre- |

as’ in the, ase of the’ Portuguese s0v- |
emigrating to Brazil, under the ;

of Britain and pulled her back -ont of
Huropean complications, She would have !

rent {fopm; (it would |

The Responsibilities 01 the Empire -« la All This There is
: Nothing of War; Not the Beat of a Drum
Nor the Singing of a Bullet.”
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must make a single exception, for' there ;

order and to consider whether what has
sufficed in the past will suffice in the !

i:md little more,
! rope into passive armies.
The last c¢al- |

is between eleven and twelve ‘millions of i
square miles, and that its subjects num- |
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flowed into other monlds. And, above
all, had there been no separation, there
would have been no War of Independ-
ence, no war of 1812, with all the bit-
ter memories that these have left on
Americanisoil.  To secure that priceless
boon I could have been satisfied to see

the British Federal Parliament sitting |

in Columbia Territory. It is difficult, in-
deed, 10 dam the fiow of ideas in dealing
with so pregnant a possibility. Bat I
restrain. myself because I know that I
am dreaming, and that an historical
dream, though not a bad relaxation in
itself, should not be allowed to become
a nightmare,

“A Conquering and Imperial Race.”

Now_ for my purpose, it is not impor-
tant to consider whether this Empire is
greater or less than others, for it is im-
possible to compare. States. Mgre.area,
mere population, do not necessarily xmpl.y
power; still less do they impart the sé-
curity and contentment of the inhabit-
ants. Our BEmpire is so vast, so splend-
did, so pregnant, that we have to ask
ourselves, are we adequate to it? Can
we discharge our responsibility to God
dnd to man for so magnificent, so popu-
Jous. a proportion of the world? Our
answer off-hand is ready and simple—W'e
are adequate. (Cheers.) We do dis-
charge our responsibilities. We are.a
conquering and imperial race. All over
the world we have displayed our mettle.
We have discovered and annexed and
governed vast territories. /e have in-
oculated the universe with®our institn-
tions. We are apt, indeed, to believe
that our soldiery are brayver, our sailors
hardier, our captains, naval and military,
skilfuller, our statesmen wiser than those
of other nations. '(Cheers.) As'for our
Constitution, there is no Briton at any
hour of the day or night who will suffer
it to be said thst there is any that ap-
proaches it. (Cheers.) All this is, in a
measure true, I hope. ‘At any rate, 1
am not here to dispute it.. 'When, indeed,
I remember some episodes during the
past tweive months, I feel that it is
bardly possible to exaggerate the courage
and character of our nation. The brave
boys at the front. the silent endurance
at home—I cannot- think of these ‘with-
ont emotion, as well as with admiration
and with pride. (Cheers.)

Cannot Bask'in History.

But our boasts, even if they be true, do
pot contain the whole truth. It wonld be
well enough if we could lie on a bank of
asphodel - basking .n our history, . our
glory, and our past. That, however! is
pot ‘possible. Never was it less possible
than now. Fifty years ago we had to
face a little. more. The armies of-Eu-
rope’ were ' relatively ~small, and not
wholly disproportionate to ours. The
United States had no army. . Ten or
twelve years later a terrible convulsion
rent the great Republic, and for' a mo-
ment her hosts were numbered’ by the
million. Twenty years later a' national
war arose between France and Germany,
which produced a potent German Em-
face a world that was comparatively
inert. Europe was corcerned in Europe,
The ' armies of Eu-
We remained
complacent in the confidence that these
storms: could not pass the Channel. The
Channel has, indeed, done much for us.
It has often protected us from the broils
of the Continent. It has been our bul-

N

| wark, though heedless. speculators have

summary matter little, It is already be- |

sought to undermine it. 'But it cannet

{ guard us from the' peaceful attacks of
i trained and scientic rivalry in the arts of

that but for a small incident—the very |

of a peerage—this Empire.  might have |

He would have pre-

peace, It eannot protect us against the
increasing subtlety and development of
the arts of war.
The Waking of the World.
There is a further ‘and perhaps a
mightier ‘cHange in the conditions of the

world " during - the ‘past - half.. century.
Fifty years ago -the world looked lazily

! on while we discovered, develop&}_ aad
i annexed the waste or savage territories

of the world.” All that is now changell.

| The colonisl mierobe fas: penetrated. ai-

i
|
|
§
i

|

!
i
f

would.

!

most ewery empire exeepi-that of Charles
V., which has eutlived it; and even here
1 must exeept his ° 3 provinces

happenéd? The Reform Bill shich awas { France, in the last fen or fifteen.years,
passad in 1832 would probsably have beeg ' has annexed perhaps a quarter of Af-
‘passed much earlier; for the sew blood | riea, and has made a considerable irrup-
of America would have burst the old | tion into Asia.

Germany has shown
no less a desire to become a colonizing

have provided 'for seme selt-adjusting | nation. Russia pursues her secular.path
: representation, such as:-mnow | 0f unchecked absorption, eonstantly at-
prevails n the Taited States, by which | tracting fresh bodies into -her prodigions
‘mcredsing "popsintion s proportionately | orbit.
g the desire for expansion,
-Americans beeame the majority, the seat ; finds itself sitting like a startled hen on
‘of Empire would perhaps have been mov- | 8 brood .of unnumbered  islands in ‘the
and | Philippine group.

Italy has been bitten:by the same
The United States

All this is well and
fair enough, but it changes our relation
to the world. Every mile of unmapped
country, every naked tribe of savages,
is wrangled over as if it were situated
in the centre of Europe. The world has
shrunk into a continent of ascertained
boundsries. The illimitable and the un-
known, the happy field of dreams have

disappeared. That is a blow to imagina-

tion, but it is not a fact of substantial
importance to ug, who do not desire to
increase our territories. Indirectly,
however, it raises a number of delicate
and disputable poiutis, Moreover, 2
colonial passions apt to cause an ill-
feeling, composed of envy, jealousy, and
other hostile tendencies towards the
ancient colonial empire. This again does
not signify, provided we realize it, and

do not deserve it, and are ready to deal

with it. Then sgain there is the ques-
tion of trade. Foreign countries used to
sneer at trade.
the dignity of warlike races.
described as 2 nation of shopkeepers.
Now every nation wishes to be a nation
of shopkeepers. This new object is pur-
sued with the intelligent purpose which

was once applied to.the balance of pow-
That is a ‘great change.’ We once
had a sort of monopoly; we now have to

er,

fight for existence,
National Stocktaking Needed.

ods been examined and remodelled in
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It was considered below
‘We were |

Have our State machinery and meth-

a business is true of an Bmpire. It is
found -out to be a sham, - Its aims, its
| government, its diplomacy, are seen to be
‘ out of date by watchful rivals, An ex-

cuse is found for a quarrel and such ex-
! cuses are casy, the Empire is tested and
i fails. and succumbs. As in a business,
i too, a periodichl stock-taking is necessary
{in a State. The ordirary Briton thinks

it neelless. FHe says comfortably that
} we' have:won Waterloo and Blenheim
{ and Trafalgar, and have produced Nel-

son  and Wellington and Roberts—
| (cheers)—we hsave plenty of, ‘trade and
i plenty of money; how on earth could we
do better? And this fatal complacency
is so ingrained that/some despair of a
remedy until we afe awakened by a na-
tional disaster. KFor an Empire, like a
business. if neglected, may become obso-
lete, (Hear, hear.)

The first question, then, as I have said,
which we must put to ourselves, and we
cannot put a more momentous one, is:
Are we worthy of this prodigious inher:
itance? 1Is the race which holds it capa-
Lle ‘of maintaining and developing it?
(Cheers.) Are we, like the Romans, not
merely a brave, but also a persistent,
businesslike, alert governing people?
And if we can answer this affirmatively,
as I hope we can, we have these further
considerations to ask ourselves: Are we
going the right way about our work, and
are our methods abreast of our time?
I'do not profess to ask these questions
to-day, still less to answer them. But
T suggest that you should ask them of
yourselves, for they concern you all
You cannot, indeed, give full or adequate
answer, but the questions will recur to
you as long as you live, At different
periods of life vou will give different
answers, but no one can attempt a com-
plete reply. Even if the nation chose to
ask them of itself, I suppose it would
nly appoint a Royal Commission, which
%'guld produce a library of Blue-books
when we were in our graves. And yet
the nation might do worse. Suppose.
when ‘it decennially takes stock of its
population that it took stock of a little
more. Suppose when it numbered the
people that it tested ‘their plight; that
it inguired if their condition were better
or worse than ten years before; and so
ag.to the position of our industries. of
our education, of our naval and military
systems. The general result would prob-
ably be satisfactory, but it may be pre-
dicted with much more certainty that
weakness and abuses and stagnation
would ‘be discovered, an ill condition
which i§ ant when neglected to be con-
tagious and dangerous.

The New Century.

The nation does, indeed, confess itself
from time to time spasmodically, through
the' newspapers. But that impulse, sin-
cere though it be, is apt to disappear,
with the stress which inspired it. It is
pot sustained or businesslike. It evap- .
orates in a committee, or in some new
ecstasy. Dogged, unrelenting, unreserv-
ed ‘self-examination there is none; per-
haps none is possible. The Churches, it
is true, are always demanding it—all the
more honor to them. But the adverb
“always”' contains the secret of their
want -of success, or of their only partial
sucecess,  They are always, necessarily,
doing it so they necessarily deaden their
effget; it is their business to do it, and so
men_ pass on. The shadow of the fature
is.as yain as all other shadows. Pros-
| perity, while it endures, is the drug, the
hashish, which blinds the patient to all
but golden visions. And yet we are near-
ing -an epoch of no common kind, short
indeed in the lives of nations, but longer
thg‘.n the life of man, when we may well
patise to take stock. Within six weeks
we shall have closed the nineteenth cen-
tury and have entered on a new one for
better or for worse. It is, 'of course,
only an imaginary division ‘of time,
14hdugh ‘it" seems solemn enough, for we
a1 on a'pinnacle of the world’s temple
where we can look forward or look back.
What will that twentieth century be?
WHat will: be 1its distinctive note? Of
the nineteenth we may say generally that
it has been an era of emancipation, con-
siderable though not complete. Nations,
as a rule, have; been sorted into boun-
daries more consonant.with their aspir
ations and traditions than was formerly
tha case.. The tyranny of sects in Bri-
tain, at.any rate, has partially abated.
The undue pressure of govermment has
jover the warld there have heen great
}strides towsrds Treedom; and, fhongh in-
1 ndequate, they have been so cofisidesable
88 ‘to prednee for a moment an apathy
of self-satisfaction. But the twentieth!
{ what does it bear in its awful womb?
Of one thing only can we be certain—
that it will be a period of keen, intelli-
gent, almost fierce, international compe-
tition, miore  grobably .in the arts of
peace . eéven than in the ‘arts of war.
Ho'w, th2n, should we prepare for such
an‘epoch and such a conflict?

Men Wanted.

The first need of our country is a want
of men. We want men for all sorts
of high positions—first-rate men if-pos-
sible; if not, as nearly first-rate as may
be. ' ‘I'he supply of such mien is never
excessive, but as the Empire has increas-
¢d 'so bas the demand, and the.supply
geems {0 be much less elastic. In other
words, the development and expansion
of the Empire have produced a corre-
gpohding demand for first-rate men, but
ithe’ supply has remained at best station-
ary. Of course, 'we do not cmploy all
those that we have, for, by the balance
of our Constitution, while one half of
our. capable statesmen is in full’ work
ihe other half is, by that fact, standing
idle. in the market-place with no one to
kire them. This used to be on a five
years’ shift, but all this is now altered.
Anyhow, it is a terrible waste, But,
ruttipg that incident apart, even among
the fixed 'eternal stars of the public ser-
vice, there is mot a sufficient supply of
men for the purpose of government;

I am not gloomy about all this. I be-
lieve that the men, or something of.the
i kind, are there. . The difficulty is to
find them. The processes of discovery
and selection are apt to lead to jobbery.
So we employ the slow ladder of a fixed
service and of promotion by seniority.
Now a senior is a very good thing, but
I am sure I shall have the unanimous
approval of my constituents in ‘saying
that a junior is a better—wherever, at
any, rate, physical strength and activity
are, required.  Our Qivil Service .is. a
. noble one—perhaps matchless, . certainly
upsurpassed.. But it does not give. us

view of these changes? If not, no time ' what we want for the elastic needs of

should he lost. - (Cheers.) A business in

,the Empire, - A service of that kind,

Moreover, the admittance” “to it is by
brain work alene. Now  brains, though
necessary and desirable, are not every-
thing, for administration under varying
climes and eircuymstances you want much
more, You want for this purpose foree
of character, quick decision, physical ac-
tivity, and endurance Of all kinds, be-
sides, if possible, the. indefinable qualities
which sway mankind. You want men
who will go anywhere at a moment’s no-
tice, and do anything. * These qualities

iners, And yet we have a good deal of
dare-devil adaptable raw " material on
hand. Some of the young generals who
have come through the arduous experi-
ences of this 'war will be fit for almost
anything that they may be called upon
to do. ‘But these have been seasoned
by the severest training, we cannot often
afford such an education. (Hear, hear.)
This dearth of men, as T have said; con-
cerns you directly, for you are part of the
coming generdtion, and ‘I hope that: there
may be among my constituents some of
these necessary men. This,at any rate
is clear, that it is the function of our
Universities to produce such men.

Live, Not Dead, Languages,

And this leads me to another question.

train such men? I doubt it. ‘The most
illustriogus of our public schools has no
modern side. Oxford and Cambride still
exact their dole of Latin and Greek, -1
cannot believe from the Imperial point of
view, having regard to the changed con-
ditions of the world, that this is neces-
sary or adequate or wise, (Hear, hear.)
I concede Latin as a training instrument
and ‘a universal langnage. Bat how
about Greek? To learned men it is a
necessity, But must it be part of the
necessary equipment of the “ordinary
youth of the nineteenth century, who has
so much to learn in order to be equal to
his age? 1 think that when our national
ignorance of foreign languages has be-
come not merely a byword but almost a

part of our educational apparatus. For
the purposes of the present -age, especi-
ally for the merchant and the politician,
there is required a more modern eduea-
tion; more especially as regards langu-
age,

But that is only a small part of the
question of race. In reality we do not

would seem to be the case.
wield their own destinies; they walk
their own paths., . An Empire such as
ours requires as its first condition an im-

The peopie

trious and intrepid.
rearing such a race? In the rural dis-
tricts, I trust that we are. 'But in
the great cities, in the rookeries and

(Cheers.) Are we

race cannot be reared. You can scarce-
ly produce in these foul nests of crime

its birth to misery and ignominy. That
is g rift in the corner-stone of your com-
monwealth, Health of mind and body

lexalt a nation in the competition of the

universe, 'The survival of the fittest is
modern world,
‘universities trdin the national mind stf-
ficently the national body may not
ueglected,

Frugality vs. Luxury,

There are other relative

which we cannot ignore.
stand with regard to those
kardy, frugal virtues which mean

questions

S0

ple?

net a danger; whether, indeed, our land
is not becoming

ations—these are grave questions. with
which we are confronted. Against this
apparent luxury we set the rough manli-
ness of our sports, our cricket, our foot-
bell, our hunting. 'That in itself is no
adequate -amswer, ¥or even healthy
sports, like ‘other pood things, may be
everdoné.  But Jooking back at the
Ipast, as = guide for the Tature, 1ask my-
welf -‘what “was the secret of ‘the marvel-

ing the last century in Beofland Gtself,
in England, and in the outer Britainsg? Tt
was not achieved in purple and fime
linen, in soft raimant, or in king’s houses.
(Hear, hear.)  No; their poverty was
equal to their patriotism; their energy
to both. (Chers.) How did they suc-
ceed? By intense industry, by severe
frugality, by comstant adaptability to all
circumstances and all conditions, how-
ever vigorous and novel they may be.
Do 'we work hard enough, or, rather, as

Adapt  the Universities,

R

We cannot but observe that it is. begin-
ning to be hinted that we are & nation of
amateurs. Is this true? If so, It is not
merely a grave charge, but an obvious dan-
ger.  Then, is our policy sufficiently per-

cannot give an answer to so broad a ques-
tion on this occasion. But there is one
signal guality which I much admire in the
policy of Russia. It is practically unaffect-
ed by the life of a man or the lapse of
time. It moves on as it were by its own-
impetus; it is silent, concentrated, per-
retual, and unbroken. - It is therefore suc-
cessful. 1 cannot enter into the discussion
whether there is cause for alarm as to the
“future of our trade—there is no time for
.that, nor is this the place. -But it may
fairly be alleged that there are disquieting
symptoms. 'Whether these symptoms be
truthful indications or not, they are at any
rate worthy of careful incisive investiga-
‘tion.. Both in Germany and the United
States you see an expenditure and a sys-
tematic devotion to commercial and tech-
nical and scientific training. I know tihat
much is domne, too, in Great Britain. But
1 doubt if even that is carried out in the
sanie methodical way; nor is there any-
thing like the same lavish, though well-con-
sidered -expenditure.
me as if in Germany nothing, and in Brit-
ain’' everything is left to chance. Year by
year the ancient universities will have to
addpt themselves more and more to
modern exigeneles. It has béen said that
the true university of our days is a collec-
tion of books. What if a future philoso-
pher shall say that the best university is a
workshop? = And yet the Iatter definition

these days can liVe bt a short time on however excellent, and perhaps because
its past reputaticn; and what is true of it is excellent, is apt to becomeé a caste.
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bide fair to be the sounder of the two.
The tralning of our schoole &nd colleges

cannot be tested by Civil Service exam- |

Are we, settling ourselves sufficiently to '

commerecial disaster, we might reconsider :

depend so much on our Governments as

perial race—a race vigorous and indus- |

slums which still survive, an Imperial :

and disease but a progeny doomed from |

an absolufe truth in the conditions of the |
Even if our schools and.;

be !

How do we |
healthy, ;

muech, physically and morally, to'a peo- !
Whether an insidious and exces- |
sive lukxury is not prevalent among us; .
whether the passion for wealth, its in- |
fluence. and the yorship it receives, is |

the play-ground and ‘
I'leasance of the plutocrats of all nations, |
in itself a symptom, not wholly bad, but
yet not wholly gcod, for a plutocracy is
tne of the most detestable of all"domin- |

lons success of the Scottish ;people dur-

I would put it, are we thorough enough? !

sistent and continuous to ensure success? I

It always seems to . of our forefathers;

l inust daily become more and more the

" training for aetion, for practical phrpose.

i-Are- there not thousands of lads ~ to-day,
piodding away, or supposed to be plodding
away, at the ancient classics who will
never make anything. of those classics, and

, Who at the first possible moment will cast
them into space never to re-open them? If
you consider, as you will have to consider

.in the stress of competition, that the timpe
ard energy of her citizens is part of the
capital of the comonwealth, all,those wast-
€d years represent a dead loss to the Hm-
pire,

) Maintenance and Predominance.

' On the training of man, under Provi-
! dence, depends the future, and the imme-
. diate fature, of the race; and what is Bm-
i pire but the predominance of Empire? How
{ Is that predominance to be secured? Re-
fm(mber the conditions—nations all becom:

ing more depse and numerous, and there-
{ fore more hungry and more difficult ‘te-sat-
i Isfy. "It is withi Intelligence that we ‘¥sve
. to struggle and to vie. This conflict we

have no reasom -to' fear if''wé choose o

arouse ourselves. . (Cheers.) We have, I be-
\leve. the best -natural’ material in the
{world. -But I doubt if we are sufiiciently
i alive to the exigencies of the situation. IE
’nntlons desire to survive they must con-
{ stantly sharpen . their intelligence and
; equipment. They need the constant co-
1operatinn of the government with the gov-
i-erned; ‘of sclence and vigilance with com-
| merce; of the teachers with the taunght.
t Planting a flag here or there or demarcat-
, ing regions with a red line on a map are
, vain diversions if they do not imply an un-
!swerving purpose to develop and to mam-
! tain. But maintenance requires that we
| shall be alive to all modern methods.

Individual Responsibilities.

I urge you, then, to realize in your own
persons and studies the  responsibility
which rests on yourselves. You are, after
{ all, members of that company of adventur-
ers. (used in the Elizabethan and not the
mwmodern sense) which is embarked in the.

;busluess of carrying the British Empire
. through  the twentleth eentury. Each 6f
you has his share in that glorious heritage,
and each of you is answerable for that
_share. Be, them, practical partners, intel-
;llgent partners, industrious partners, and
80 you will be in the best sense practical,
i intelligent, industrious Fmperialists.  Be
; inspired in_your various callings with the
ithought of the service that you cau do te
' your country in faithfully following your
profession,: so that in doing private you are
doing public duty too. ‘The Church, the
Law, and Medicine, those chaste and vener-
; able sisters, will, I suppose, claim most 6T
you, and in the se{vlce of each you have
; ample opportunities of rendering service te
the commonwealth. The Law is the ladder
to parliament; and the tribunal of appeal is,
., and I hope will increasingly be, a .comsfi-
tutional bond of Empire. The mniisSlone
of the churches, and the churches them-
i selves, apart from their sacred Tunctions
and home labors, which directly serve ike
! State so far as they raise their flocks, have
incalculably aided in the expansion, consol-
idation, and ecivilization of the Bmpire.
"And Medicine should lend and raise the
race, on which all depends. For, from
my point of view, there is not ‘a eloge iin
the darkest quarters of Glasgow, or =
| Crofter’s cabin In the Hebrides, which “is
not a matter of Imperial concern; quite aw
truly, in its proportion and degree, as those
{ More glowing tepies to which the adjective
: 18_too often Hmited. And mark this, in aB
that T have said there is no word of war,
not. even the beat of a drum, or the distant
| singing of a bullet. To some the Empire
iis little else, and that makes many. hate
the word. That is not my view. Our Em-
pire is not founded on the precedents as-
sociated with that name. Jt is not. the
realm of conquest which that term has
been used to imply. It has often used the
sword, /it could not exist without the
sword, kit it does not live by the sword.
Defence and readiness to fight are vitil
‘enough in their way, but not less vital is
the civil and domestic side; the commerce.
the education, the intelligence, the un-
ceasing leaven of a high and the sour de-
cadence of a low ideal. War and eonquest
tcan fill the lives of but a part of the na-

i
{

; tion; a sane and simple duty to the Em-
. pire may well inspire the whole

Blessing and Responsibility. .

And when we work 1n that spirit we
. should receive gracc from the idea fram
* that glorious vision transformed infte fact—
the British Empire. -Remember how in-
" comparably Shakespeare described it.
“This voyal throne of kings this seeptered
isle,
This earthly ‘majesty, this seat of Mars,
“W'his other Eden, demi-paradise, bl
T9%is fortress, built ‘by Néture Yor herself
<Aguinst Infection dnd the Hand of “war,
| This happy breed of men—this H@hgwﬂlﬂ@l
This preclows store set in the silver sea,
B e s
This blessed spot, ‘this ‘esrth, *this ‘Fealm.
this England.”

And yet that was ouly the Sourte anl®
centre of what we now behold,, which hae
soared so far beyond whatever Shakespedve
can have conceived. How marvellous it al
is! Built not by saints and angels, but the
work of men’s hands; cemented with men’s
honest blood and with a world of tears,
| welded by the best brains of centuries pasts
{ not, without the taint and reproach inei-
!d tal to all human work, but constructed
. on the whole with pure and splendid pur

pose. Human, and yet not wholly human,
i for the most heedless and the most cynical
 uust see the finger of the Divine. Growing
| as trees grow, while others slept; fed by
‘; the faults of others as well as by the chaz-

acter of our fathers, reaching with the rip-
. ple of a resisticss tide over tracts and isi-
j ands and continents, until our little Brit-
, ain ~woke up to find herself the Toster-
| mother of nations and the source of United
; Empires. Do we not hail in this less the
{ the ehergy and fortune of a race than the
,Supreme direction of the Almighty? Shail

we not, while we adore the blessing, ac-
; knowledge the responsibility. And while

we see, far away in the rich horizons,
. growing generations fulfiliing the promige,

do we not own with resolution mingied

with awe the honorable duty incumbent oa
,‘ourselves.. Shall we. then, falter or fail?
i The answer is not doubtful. We will rather
. pray that strength may be given us ade-
!quat_e and abundant, to shrink from' ne
isacnﬂce in the fulfilment of our missions;

that we may be true to the high traditiom
and that we may tra
! mit their bequest to our children, ';yye, l:l
{ Pleage God, to their remote descendants, -
ieunched and . undefiled, this blessed axid

aplendid dominfon.

Another meeting of the Marine En-
gkxeer’? Association was held in the Five
Sisters’ block on Saturday evening, when
organisation wae completed. At a meet-
ib? next Saturday evening officers” wili




