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The Question Can Be Settled
Only by Setting Aside Either|
Austrian or Hungarian Law in,
Favor of Son or Nephew

Copyright, 1911, in the United States by
CurtisBrown.

(All British rights reserved.)
Vienna, Gei. 20- Austria-Hungary 38
preparing for trouble of a kind which:
Kurope has not known for a couple of cen-
turies. Who will be nominated heir to the |
oldest of European empires when tottering
Franz Josef dies, and martial, pragmatic
Franz Ferdinand reigns in his stead? Will |
it be Franz Ferdinand’s twenty-four-yex\x'-l
old nephew Archduke Karl Franz Joscf,
aseAustrian constitutional and Habsburg
family law both provide? Or will it be
Franz Ferdinand’s round-faced morganatic
son, Prince Max of Hohenberg, as Hun-
garian constitutional law no less emphati-|
cally demands? Will Duchess Sophie of)
Hohenberg daughter of a third-rate diplo-|
mat, be raised to Empress, and sit in the|
exalted throne of the divine Maria Ter-
esa, a throne so proud that Austrian le-
gend declares it killed a presumptuous |
lackey who recklessly sat down in it?

On these momentous questions wise, fore- |
thoughtful Austrians are beginning to make |
up their minds and pick their choice. It!
is necessary, they feel, to be on the win-!
ning side. And all the myriad traditional
interests, combinations, sentiments and cal-|
culations of profit which lurk in the gray
Hoiburg's immemorial courts are being!
mobilized secretly, so that when the dy-|
nastic Armageddon comes .to be fought
every courtier and soldier shall be in his|
appointed place.

The Austriap Empire—bella gerant alii, |
tu, felix Austria, nube—was made by a|
fortunate marriage. It nmow threatens to|
be unmade by one. For there is not a sin-!
gle Austrian constitutional jurist who has|
succeeded in devising a way out of the!
dilemma which will arise on the day off
IFranz Josef's death. Strictly speaking, |
the new Kaiser Franz Ferdinand, will
have two absolutely legitimate heirs, one|
being heir to the Austrian crown lands and
the other to the ancient Kingdom of Hun-|
gary. The first is his nephew, Karl Franz |
Josef, con of his dead brother, Otto. The
second is his nine-year-old son, Prince
Max of Ilohenberg, by his morgantic con-
sort, Duchess Hohenberg, nee Cholek.

Laws at Odds

Austrian and Hungarian constitutonal
laws are flatly opposed here. According to!
Austrian law and Habsburg family law|
the next heir is Archduke Kasl, since chil-!
dren of a morgantic marriage, though Iog—‘;
jtimate, have no royal status at all. The
Hungarian constitutional law ignores al-|
together the theory of morganatic marriages
and declares that all legal marriages are
cqually valid and that the wife and chil-
dren take the husband's rank. According
to Hungarian law, therefore, Sophie Ho-
benberg will be next Queen of Hungary
and her son Max will be Crown Prince,
and if Austrian law declares that Karl is
Tmperor of Austria that, say Hungarians,
is Austria’s concern. But this easy set-
tlement is in fact quite impracticable, be-
cause the personal union of Austria and
‘Hungary -under one crown is an essential
part of the compact entered into by the
Hungarian agreement of 1866. o

That was the reason why Franz Ferdin-
and’s dogged decision to marry Countess
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FIGHTING FOR HER CHILD AND A THRONE.
Duchess Flohenherg, Wit of the Ieie to-the Auvstro-IHinngarisn Empire,
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DUCHESS HOHEN IERG’S MOST DANGEROUS ENEMY.

Archduchess Marie Josef )Mother of the Lawful Helr to the Austrian

'{‘lhrouc. Who Vows T :at Her Son Shall Reign Over Both Austria and
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THY™ HEIR IN .POSSESSION.
Archduke Karl Franz Jo :f, Lawful Heir to. Austria and by Franz Ferdi-
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vir Also to Hungary, but Who Probably Wiil
es to tliec Throme in Favor o’

Sophie met - with strong opposition from!ly took an oath, and, according to Roman
the Kaiser. It meant dissolving the gm-| Cathqlic chuseh dogma, he can- be released
pire. Franz Ferdinand, however, was: de-|from it by dispensation of the Pope. Prob:
termined to keep his pledge to the attrac-!ably Franz Ferdinand will get his dispen+
tive Sophie, and a compromise was come!sation easily. First, because he ig Austria’s
to. A sccret meeting was held in 1889 at most pious Catholic; secondly, because as
the Hofburg, and Archduke Franz Ferdin-| Kmperor and King he probably will con-
and solemnly vowed that he renounced all} trol for many years to come the relations
imperial or royal rights of his future wife| between Austria and the Vatican. And
and future children. This oath referred to| Austria today is not only the most popul-
Hungary, because in Austria there was no; ous Catholic state in Europe, but it is also
question of rights. It was assumed that|the only great Catholic state which has not
the matter was settled; that after Franz|quarreled openly with the Roman Curia.
Ferdinand’s death both crowns would go{ Franz Ferdinand probably will convince
to his nephew, and some even thought to|himself that he is doing this for the sake
facilitate his personal claims and that| of a united Austria. Probably the real
Archduke Karl would directly succeed the! motive will be his exaggerated domestic
old Kaiger. . sensiuity. Duchess Sophie and her chil-

The settlement had a flaw from the ﬁrst.! dren are the first thing and the last in
The Hungarians were not inclined to ac-|Franz Ferdinand's life. Even  the Arch-
cept the renunciation, ‘“Franz Ferdinand,"'duke'a bitterest enemies—who are pretty
said their constitutional lawyers, “can re-| numerous—admire the tenacity, readiness
nounce his own rights to the Hungarian|for self-sacrifice and industry with which
throne, but he cannot renounce the rights! he pursues the aim of transforming the
of his unborn eldest son, as his son—if beloved Sophie into a full-plown royalty
there is onme—will be Hungary’s lawfull acceptable to the whole world. The Arch-
future sovereign. The fact that Austria duke is known to be “anti-German” in
won’t have him at Kaiser doesn’t concern|ihe sense that he is strongly Roman
us. He is our King, and nobody—except | Catholic, and resents the dragging of Aus-
himself when he grows up—can renounce|tria at Germany’s coattails. But for the
his right to the succession.” It is a para-|sake of Duchess Hohenberg he sacrificed
dox that while the Hungarians detest Franz | this prejudice, and the striking solidarity
Ferdinand, as he indeed detests them, they |of German and Austfian foreign policy
during the past few years has resulted
largely from Franz = Ferdinand's. man-
oeuvres to cxalt his wife.
The Kaiser

When two years ago Kaiser Wilhelm
visited Franz Ferdinand at Eckartsan an
agreement was come to aceording to which
That, however, is not the intent of Arch-|Austria would build four Dreadnoughts,
| duke Franz Ferdinand, who is an ambi-|{in return for whirl_n ‘Wilhelm IJ._ would
| tious man of strong character, full of thejbe the first sovereign t{o recognize the
{ proud tradition of Austria as heir of the | archduke’s wife. ‘The countess had be-
| Roman Empire, and immersed in ambitions | come pUincess in 1900; now she was ele-
[ to restore her international prestige. So|vated to duchess, a much higher title, ac

Austrian standards. A few

mpire i cording to
Wilhelm II. visited Vienna,

claims of his children. But the Hungarian
Independence party, which wants complete
separation from Austria, sees in this dra-
matic division of crowns an admirable way
of peacefully and legally attaining its end.

| The Issue s

{ far from being willing to see the e

inex Co., Toronto, Ont.

ldissolvc into two petty kingdoms, he is|months later

i suspected of strong centralizing tendencies.
i Nobody, therefore, expects the dymastic
quarrel to be solved at the expense of na-
tional unity. One of two very different
things will solve it. Either the son, Max
von Hohenberg will be declared heir to
Austria, to which he has no claim, as well
as to Hungary; or the nephew, Archduke
Karl, will assume the throne of Hungary,
to which he has no right, as well as-that of
Austria. That is the impending issue. It
may mnot arise immediately after Franz
Josef's death, for Franz Ierdinand is a
wise man, and may prefer to consolidate
| his power before pronouncing his decree.
| But it must come soon afterward. That
is why statesmen, courtiers, high military
ofticers parliamentarians and public digni-
tarics are preparing secretly to take sides,
and substance and force behind the two
rivals® claims.

The assumplion is that Archduke I'ranz
| Ferdinand will decree the solution of the
problem natural to a husband and a par-
ent’s heart. IHé will simply exclude Karl
Franz Josef, crown his wife, Duchess So-
phie, Empress of Austria and Apostolic
Bue n of Hungary. and proclaim the round-

aced Doy Max heir of the two great

|
|

and it was announced ceremoniousiy that
he had insisted upon “Her Highness the
Duchess Sophie of Hohenberg” being pres-
ent on equal terms at the state banquet.
When the Franz Ferdinands returned the
visit at Berlin the duchess sat between

tion customarily reserved for a full roy-
alty; and she thus was given precedence
of several Prussian princesses who were
present. Next the duchess appeared for
the first time at the Mofburg court ball,
l:m«l when Kaiser Wilhelm and bis family
visited Vienna on their way to Corfu the
kaiser's daughter, Princess victoria Loujse,
respectfully kissed her hand at the rail-
way station. Such kissing of the hand by
a princess is usual only in the case of em-
presses or crown princesses; and with that
symbolical kiss the triymph of the Hohen-
berg interest scemed assured. The Aus-
‘Hi;m archduchesses were very angry, am(d
{ angriest of all was the Archduchess Marie

| Josef, who happens to be motlier of Arch-
| duke Karl, the rival heir.
The two hundred ‘odd archdukes and
archduehesses of the Habsburg, Habsburg-
| Tuscany and Habsburg-Modena familics
| ave nearly all solid in opposition to the
| llohenbergs. Some of them bre near the

the kaiser and the crown prince, a posi-|

vealms, This will be a breach of Austrian| thyons, and might arrive at it if Karl
publiz Jaw, but it would be a similar bro:uxhl dies childless: and the rest resent the pros-
of Hungarian public law to make Karl|jicet of the duchess standing above them.

king. Moreover, Ferdiffand mnever signed

any legal document repudiating his son’s!
[ as heir to Austria. but he will keep Frang!

claim to the Hungivian throne. He mere-
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1"!730 partizans of Archduke Karl declare
that he will not only insist upon his rights

Ferdinand to his wenunciation for his son
of the tlwone of Humgary. That they will
not tind easy. As kairer and king, Fran
levdinand will have the army, the navy
and the machinery of eivil government in
his ‘hauds; and he probably will take care
that his suppoiters ave in all high com-
mands before he makes his momentous

declaration. . That  is why many expect

m diately &fter the present kaiser’s death.

that the question will not be raiscd fm-j

The connections of dAgehduke Karl, how-
ever, are- not to:--be despised: He is af
yourig ‘man .of strong: “will, enterprisiu;!
character and a great favorite with all his!
women relatives. " His most- powerful ally |
is his own mother, who is ap ambitious, |
intriguing woman; and who, as 'a born|
princess of Saxony, has powerful friends |
across the German frontier. Vienna de-
clares that she hoasts she will summon the
wvhole Habsburg family to take up arms in
defense “of their ' dynastic rights. Her
darling scheme is to find her son a bride
out of one of the great reigning families;
and an attempt was &ctually made to
marry him to the Prussian Princess Vic-
toria Louise. The archduchesses’ calcula- |
tion was that Kaiser Wilhelm, if need be,
would interfere to secure his somin-law
the Austro-Hungarian crown.

Complicated By Race Interests

Race interests complicate the coming
feud. The Austrian-Germans, except the
Christian-Social party, probably would sup-
port Karl, the Hungarians would follow
their own interests, and the Slavs, who
make up half the empire’s population,
would certainly back up Franz Ferdinand.
The archduke heir cultivates the Slav
Czechs, partly out of love of his Czech
wife, partly out of policy. He lately spread
the stary that he would be crowned at
Prague as King of Bohemia, thus reviving
a tradition dear to the Czech soul. Tranz
Ferdinand’s aim is o transform Austria
into a predominantly Slav state, and thus
to complete the Slavophile policy adopted
by Vienna about 1871, and since. pursued
by Counts Hohenwart and Taafe, by|
Gautsch, Badeni and Thun, and, most of !
all, by the late Polish Forcign Minister
(loluchowski, The German Progressives
accuse the archduke of using the Slavs
merely as instruments of clericalism and
of Roman influences. They interpret the
coming clash as something greater than a
struggle of men and dynasties—as the
latest phase in the sccular struggle between
Latin and Teuton which has ravaged Eur-
| ove ever sinee 2.000 vears avo the Teuton
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Many women get run down, and are
unable to look after their household
dutics, owing to their nervous system
becoming unstrung, and when this
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tribesmen at Arausio overthrew the un-
conquered legions of Servilins and Manlius.
The man least interested in all this is
Kaiser Franz Joseph. He will soon return
from Hungarian Godollo, which he de-
tests, and oscillate henceforth between
Schoenbrunn and the Villa Hermes at
Lainz, The Villa Hermes is damp and
gives him rheumatism. Where he will go
thereafter no man knows—likely enough to
the inhospitable grave, which is damper
still, but where there is no merganatic
marrying or giving in marriage.
BERNARD ASHTON.
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APPROPRIATE QUOTATION

A cléergyman went to have his teeth fix-
ed by a dentist. When the work was done
the dentist declined to accept more than
a nominal fee. The parson, in return for
this favor, insisted later on the dentist
taking a volume of the reverend gentle-
man's own writing. It was a disquisition
on the Psalms, and on the fly-leaf he had
inscribed this -appropriate quotation:
“And my mouth shall show forth thy
praise.”

NOVA @EWS

Stanfields and Hewsons in Mer-
ger—James K. Munnis Dead—
Political

Halifax, Nov. 8—It is learned that Stan-
fields Limited, of which John Stanfield,
M. P., 1s president, whose works are at
Truro, has absorbed the Hewson Woolen
Company, of Ambherst, the terms of the
merger being that the Hewson sharehold-
ers shall receive par for their stock to-
gether with the current half yearly divi-
dend.

It is proposed to push the knitting de-
partment at Amherst, where labor for this
purpose is more easily obtained. H. I.
Hewson, manager of the Hewson mills,
will remain at Amberst as local manager
there.

One of the oldest Halifax citizens, James

will atop that splitting headashe quiak ard sure.
25 cents a box at all gl¥goic
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K. Munnis, died suddenly this afternoonm,
aged 82. Mr. Munnis came from Ireland
to Nova Scotia the year before confed-
eration when he went into the clothing
business, which he has conducted ever
since. A daughter is the wife of C. 8.
Cameron, of Sydney, comptroller of the
Dominion Iron & Steel Co.

This was nomination day for the house
of assembly in three counties in Nova
Scotia. In Annapolis, Hon. O. T. Dan-
iels, attorney-general, was elected by ac-
clamation.

In Lunenburg William Duff, of Lunen-

burg, fish merchant, and treasurer of the

municipality, was nominated by the Lib- "
erals and A. Claremiont Zwicker, of Ma-

hone Bay, lumberman, was nominated by

the Conservatives. The nomination pro-

ceedings were marked by many interrup-

tions and proved very stormy.

In Digby Harry H. Marshall was nom-
inated by the Conservatives and A. E.
Wall, who was the Liberal candidate in
the federal election, was nominated by
that party.

or mervous gpetem.
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