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SEX AND GUNPLAY RULED HARMFUL:

BUSINESS BANDITRY IS APPROVED

Ban on Chaplin’s “Woman
' of Paris” in Some States
" Discussed.

(By Jack Jungmeyer)

Hollywood, Jan. 4—Save for the
fact that movies can't be peddled from
the hip-pocket or consumed in seques-
tered joints, we should probably by
this time have pictorial bootlegging as
a flourishing industry.

This is suggested anew by the re-
ported censorial ban on Charlie Chap-

’s “Woman of Paris” in Ohio, Il-
linois and Pennsylvania on the ground

hat it is teetotally an immoral pic-
ture—although hailed by critics and
audiences in umpteen other states as
one of the finest products of the screen.

Putting strong pictures in the same
category as strong drink has invoked
the psychology of forbidden fruit, for
better or worse, among many who
formerly were content with chocol te
sundaes or strawberry pop. Did the
populace of Penn’s Sylvania or of Ohio,
mother of presidents and nurser of
censors, take their pictures as seri-
ously as their official monitors, or as
. spirits frumenti, what a fleld they
would be for cinematic rum runners.

But since neighboring states, with
no walls around ’em and, let us say,
Just as assiduous in conserving the
morals of their citizens, provide a con-
venient “three mile limit” for Holly-
wood’s products, what boots the ban?
Which is one way of presenting the
absurdity of state’s rights in dealing
with souls via censorship in these days
-of rapid transportation.

After gumshoeing at the heels of
scores of Hollywood visitors for weeks
I cannot conscientiously report any
evidences of iniquity in transients from
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Illinois trace-
able to their viewing “A Woman of
Paris.” Nor can I find any statistical
access of delinquency from other states
which didn’t bar the picture. Holly-
wood itself doesn’t seem to be any the
worse for having applauded an artistic
bit of filmed life,

And, judging from some of the box-
office returns in various common-
wealths, a good many young folks, for
whom the theory of censorship has
such validity as it has assumed, hear-
ing that the picture was a little high-
brow, preferred to stay at home with

Censors Object
To Her Portrayal

EDNA PURVIANCE.

Loew Says Million
Dollar Movies Done

Hollywood, Jan. 4, — Marcus
Loew, head of the Loew theatres
and president of the Metro Picture
Corporation, says that the days of
the million dolfar movie produc-
tions are over. He says that the five
$200,000 pictures mean better busi-
ness and better art than one which
cost $1,000,000. Mr. Loew believes
that the public _no longer cares
about Iuvisﬁ productions merely for
their lavishness and that there is
even no advertising value in the fact
that a given picture cost a million
or more to make,

Griffith’s “America’” May Bind Public
More Closely to the Films

(By Maurice Henle.)
New York, Jan. 4—Unless all signs
fail, two more genuine contributions |
are about to be made to the motion
picture screen. A few years back, D.
W. Griffith swept the country with
“The Birth of a Nation.” Later
Paramount let loose a broadside with
“The Covered Wagon.” Both were
epics.
Now these same two—Griffith and
Paramount—are once more knocking at
the door of the screen’s Hall of Fame.
Paramount’s “The Ten Command-
ments,” if it lives up to expectations,
will repeat the sterling quality of “The
Covered Wagon.” Chances are it will
be better.
And in the early spring Griffith will
give up to the public his “America,”
now being filmed.
The possibilities for ‘“America”
drain the imagination as no other sub-
ject possibly can. The film promises
to be not only-a wonderful lesson in
history—one that will be shown to
every school-child in the country—but
a film that will bind the adult public
more closely to the picture world than
ever before.
Grifith has everything in his favor
to surpass even his own ability.
“America” ‘was begun under the in-
spiration of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, who urged
Griffith to immortalize the war for
American independence. Not only the
D. A. R., but all big patriotic societies
are co-operating with the producer
with the enthusiasm of school children
in a commencement day play.
Secretary of War Weeks has placed
thousands of soldiers at Griffith’s com-
.mand and these troops, in costume,
are re-enacting the principal battles of
the Revolution.

But that isn’t all. In a special train,
Grifith and his company are touring
the shrines of Anterican liberty, stag-
ing scenes on actual sites of the pic-
turesque scenes of the war.
0Old homes, those that have been
standing since \thc Revolution, have

(

Griffith Directing a ‘‘Paul Revere” Scene.

been turned over for Griffith’s use by
enthusiastic citizens, and relics, price-
less relics, that have been handed
down from one generation to another,
are being surrendered to the director
for use in the picture.

Just as “The Covered Wagon” drew
a striking contrast between our west
of the ®arly eighteens and that of te-
day, just so will “America” bring
heme to the public the vast growth
since 1776.

Just at the present time Griffith and
his company are in the vicinity of

Alexandria, Va., where George Wash-
ington lived as a young man and went
to lodge meetings. The very Masonic
Hall which Washington frequented is
standing. It’s a picturesque old place.
That section of the country teems with
memories and offers the camera a
world of opportunities.

Scenes already have been “shot™ in
the vicinity of Bunker Hill, Concord
and Lexington. And as soon as the
snow comes, the camera will be leveled
on historic Valley Forge and the
Delaware River.

Hollywood Looks For
Spring Season

Prosperous
As New Year Dawns

a good spicy novel or to go “necking”
in the untrammeled automobile.

Have you ever noticed the marrow
limits of censorial concern with films?
Chiéfly, almost wholly, it is confined to
cbyvious sex comment—as if sex, held
z-mymous with immorality. among
e 'fescennine, were the only channel
of ‘depraving influence upon the young.
Kisses and guns; these are the red rag
to film inspectors, the inspectors who
almost without exception note symbols,
not significances. You' may with im-
punity, if a movie maker, pervert a
film character or perhaps even a sus-
ceptible audience through a dozen other
channels, but don’t do it with a six
foot kiss or¥a six-gun! -

How many films have been barred
or deleted because they presented flag-
rantly immoral business practices or
Babbit banditry? How many because
of ethical warps that didn’t have to
go directly with manslaughter or
monogamic miscreance?

Have you ever heard anyone specu-
late as to the censorship fate of a
screen play presenting, if not exactly
exploiting, industrial infamy—as pro-
ducers and picture patrons constantly
speculate about the fate of such films
1s “Flaming Youth,” “Anna Christie,”
“Three Weeks” and “A Woman of
Paris”?

Knowing this sex delimitation of the
ensor in the business of being his
brother’s keeper, Hollywood, fashion-
‘ng its anemic guises of life and liter-
ature, never even worries about any
other type of picture. And even here,
observing the immunity of such plays
as “Six Days,” “Bluebeard's Eighth
Wife,” “Glimpses of the Moon,” cov-
ering their provocations with a wed-
ding ring, producers thinking to vary
the pollyanna sundae fare concern
themselves chiefly with the time-worn
labels which will pass muster with
superficial critics.

From the sociological viewpoint, the.
theory of censorship might be a good
deal more sound if its practitioners
were motivated from the cerebrum in-
stead o% the cerebellum. But their!
works, shown in the record of deletions |
with its myopic confinement to sex and |
I-l-shooters, hints a fallow frontal

rain, 1
minds !

Most immaturé audience
would probably be bored stiff by the
decorum, and restraint of Chaplin’s |
“Woman of Paris.” It contains only!
one sedate, fleeeting kiss. It is curi-|
ously free of pornic suggestion. But it |
deals with the romance of an unmar-|
ried woman, about whose tragic life |
you are asked to draw your own con-
clusions, after the manner of art, ra-|
ther than as the text of a sermon—|
hence totally “immoral.”

Thus the apparently precarious sanc- |
tity of marriage is saved in several of |
these censorially severed states, while|
youngsters fare about among other!
“passed” movies to learn the vital vir-
tues and verities of lifs, includi §
divorce,. the technique of gold-digging
and the gospel of go-gettism.

As for other less rigorous states—
they quite as apparently are sliding to
perdition on a strip of film.

“RELATIONS” IN REHEARSAL. |

Lyle D. Andrews has placed “Rela-|
tions” by Edward Clark in rehearsal. |
The play is thicker than water. 1In
the cast are Harry Green, Charles !
Winninger, David Ferguson, Leona
Hogarth and Susanne Willa. The

“‘iwuin‘g is set for January 28 at Mor-

rigstown, N. J.

LLED STOCKINGS
WERE APPRECIATED

Thanks of St. Andrew’s
Committee Expressed
by Chairman,

Further appreciation of the joy
brought to the kiddies at Christmas
through The Evening Times-Star
Empty Stocking Fund, is contaimed in
a letter received today from the chair-
man of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian

Church committee. The thanks ex-
pressed therin is passed along to those
who so generously contributed to this
worthy cause. The letter is as follows:

Dear Sirs:—On behalf of the
committee for sending out the
Christmas cheer baskets of St.
Andrew’s Sunday school, I wish to
thank you for your generous do-
nation of stockings and fruit
which were added to the baskets
sent out, and which brought com-
fort and cheer to many homes
v:lhere they were very much need-
ed.

Thanking you for your kindness
and thoughtfulness to these needy
ones, I am,

Sincerely yours, -
J. H. MURPHY,
Chairman of Committee of St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church.

SAFE FAT REDUCTION

Reduce, reduce, reduce, is th
of all fat people. Get thin, bees)sl]x?lgﬂlr;
the cry of fashion and society. And
the over-fat wring their hands in morti-
fication and helplessness: revolting at
nauseating drugs, afraid of violent exer-
cise, dreading the unwelcome and un-
satisfying diet, until they hit upon the
harmless Marmola Frescription and
learn through it that they may safely
1educe steadily and easily without one
;:llu?ge in !lmlh' mode of life, but harm-
ersly, secretly, and quick] T
their ideal of figure, with g sr;%?tl;l:i
skin, better appetite and health than
they have ever known. And now comes
Marmola Prescription Tablets from the

| same famously harmless formula as the

Marmola Prescription. It behooves you
to learn the satisfactory, beneficial ef-
fects of this great, safe, fat reducer by
glving to your druggist one dollar for
a box or sending a like amount to the
Marmola Company, 4612 Woodward Av-
enue, Detroit, Mich.,, with a request
that they malil to you a box of Marmola
Prescription Tablets.

MNISYE

A SCREEN NOVELTY

“SOUL OF
THE BEAST”

A Great Picture For Kids From
Seven to Seventy. Don’t Miss It.

7

}. Dance Tonight

105 Paradise Row

“ood Music — Good Management.

“Newly Rich”| “TIMBER
Pollard QUEEN”
Comcdy Episode 11

Also Every Mon., Wed., Fri,
4334-3-5
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Movie

Studios Now Silent But Renewed Activity Expected Before
Last of Month— News of

Folks.

By HAROLD E. SWISHER

(United Press Staff Correspondent)
Hollywood, Jan. 4~The new year
dawns in Hollywood with assurance
of prosperity. Actors and actresses of
high and low degree, imbued with the
undying optimism of their profession,
are waiting the call for “action,” which
studios generally promised would be
sounded shortly.

The close of every year finds a gen-
eral let-down in picture production,
while the business office checks over its
books, figures up the profits of the sea-
son just ended, and plans the pro-
gramme for the new year.

The biggest studio in Hollywood, in
point of important players employed'
and annual payroll, at least, is the
Famous Players-Lasky. It is sort 91’
a thermometer by which production in
other film canneries is measured, gnd
Hollywood is turned to Lasky’s with
expectant eye, awaiting the resumption
of the camera’s grind. :
Right now the Vine street plant is
silent. Director Sam Wood has finished
“The Next Corner,” with Lon Chaney,’
Conway Tearle and Dorothy Mackaill
and the big studio, which normally sees !
from six to ten companies working at
once, is practically deserted.

But Lasky’s is scheduled to reopen !
early this month, with a strenuous
schedule ahead, and many big featu‘res
to be turned out during the spring
ana summer. Other studios will follow
suit, and production of pictures for the
film lovers of the world will soon be
in full swing again.

Carmel Myers isn’t worrying about
any studio shutdowns. She signed a
contract a few days ago with B. P.
Schulberg to portray one of the fea-
tared parts in Robert W. Service's
“Persian Paradise.” She will start on
the new characterization within a few

days.

A regulation size boxing ring has
been built at the United Studios by
President M. C. Levee and boxing
matches will be held every Saturday
afternoon during the winter for enter-
tainment of the employees. Jack Demp-

OPERA HOUSE
THIS WEEK

The FJAMES

ARy

INTERPRE TERS OF CLASSK & MODEi

The Play of a Century

MRS. WIGGS

CABBAGE PATCH

All the Famous Characters
SEE THE BARN DANCE

THE FREIGHT CAR
ALSO
Musical Specialties by the Co.
You'll Enjoy This Show.

NEXT WEEK
SU SHONG

As Good as “East is West”

sey officlated at one of the opening
programmes and refereed the bouts.

Long-term contracts are ruining tﬁ!
careers of popular players and have
begn largely responsible for the pro-

fessional death of many stars during
the past two years in the opinion of
Conway Tearle, one of Hollywood’s

“free lance” players. Tearle says that

“unless the player has definite say as
to what parts he or she should por-
tray, there is little hope for the artist
who becomes a member of a stock
company and signs away his or her
services for more than a year.”

That shorter feature productions will
come back into favor among producers
as a result of the present condition of
the producing industry is the conten-
tion of Maurice Tourneur, well known
director, following a recent survey of
the producing and exhibiting condi-
tions. “The present slump in the pro-
ducing industry has proved to film exe-
cutives that it is a fallacy to make a
so-called big production for the sake
of achieving a physically big picture,”
said Tourneur. “Many of the ‘big’ pic-
tures released in recent months in nine,

Queen Square--Today

TOM MIX’ Latest and Best Picture

WILLIAM FOX presents

omMix

[ILE-A-MINUTE ROMEO

With TONY THE

WONDER HORSE

Here's real action for you in the most thrilling Tom Mix
picture ever made.

. Special Comedy
THE TWO JOHNS

DON'T MISS THIS.
USUAL PRICES.

PETER CONKLINDIES

Shakespearean Jester Made
First Pink Lemonade—
82 Years OId.

New York, Jan. 4—Peter Conklin,
82, who for sixty years was a lead-
ing circus clown and was billed as the
“Shakespearean Jester,” died this
week in Polyclinic Hosnital, The

funeral was held yesterday at Maple
Grove cemetery, Kew Gardens.

The late James A. Bailey, of the
Barnum and Bailey circus gave Conk-
lin credit for inventing the pink
lemonade of the old circus. Mr. Conk-
lin was playing with a circus in the
West and also had a half interest in
the lemonade and candy privileges.
One day they ran out of water.
Conklin hurried back. to the dressing
room and found a tub in which one
of the acrobats had washed his pink
tights. He carried the tub into the
circus - tent; . lemons and sugar were
added, and the concotion placed on
salee. To his astonishment it sold
rapidly, and after that pink lemonade
was colored with a harmless chemical.

Mr. Conklin was born in this city
and joined a minstrel show at the age
of 12. When Barnum decided to add
a circus performance to his museum
in Ann street, he sent for Peter Conk-
lin and made him his equestrian direc-
tor. Conklin later became a headline
clown. Conklin’s love for Shakespeare
was no mere affectation and he rarely
missed an opportunity to attend his
plays.

Mr. Conklin appeared two weeks ago
with the Equity Players in “Queen
Victoria” at the Forty-eighth Street
Theatre. He leaves a daughter, Mrs.
Floyd H. Fox, of Kew Gardens, and a
son, Peter Conklin, Jr., stage manager
of the Ritz Theatre at Bayonne, N. J.

ten or more reels could not only have
been told as effectively in six. or seven
reels, but better.”

Lieutenant Winson Hitt, one of the
nerviest airplane stunt flyers in the
business, is working in Richard Walton
Tully’s production of “Flowing Gold,”

Boston, Jan, 4—Censor Casey has
been busy again, This time it is
not any offending bareness of chorus
girlies’ knees, but a year ofd baby
who has been a regular part of the
“Lollipop” company until the show
hit Boston and Mister Casey. Thea-
tre-goers have wondered why, in the
first act, there was only a lifeless
baby dolf for Ada May Weeks to
fove, and now the reason is out.
Mr. Casey said it was a violation
of the child labor law for the babe
of Miss Sears’ maid to sleep on the
stage instead of his usual place in
the author’s dressing room.

HOLLYWOOD’S REALTY BOOM

Hollywood, Calif., Jan. 4—Land

values are soaring so high in Holly-

wood that even the leading moving
picture companies are selling their
local properties at huge profits and
intend to migrate to smaller towns
nearby, where they can set up their
studios again. Less than half a dozen
years ago, Marcus Loew, president of
Metro pictures, bought a plot of land
here for $70,000. Last week he was
offered $1,500,000 for the same land
by local realty dealers.

from Rex Beach’s story. Hitt was bad-
ly shot up during the war while an
ace in the British Flying Corps. At
Plessis Bellville, in France, he was shot
five times and suffered 27 flesh wounds.
He also carries a silver plate trepanned
over a skull fracture as a memento of

a fall from a plane during the war.
i

That Mary Pickford and Douglas
Fairbanks will leave some time in the
spring for an extensive tour of Europe,
has been announced. Twice in the last
year the couple endeavored to slip
away from the studio, but on account
of pressing engagements have been
forced to cancel reservations. This time
it is going to be a success, states Mary.

Just to where they will go and how
long they will stay is still an uncer-
tainty. “While it is primarily a pleas-
ure trip,” said Miss Pickford, “if we
should chance to find a story over there,
which suits us both we will make a

co-starring production, a thing that we
bave long wanted to do.”
SEREESTII,

JOSEPH M. SCHENCK Presents

Bustera

n

Three Agdes

DIRECTED BY BUSTER KEATON AND EDDIE CLINE

The Frozen Faced Comedian’s
First Six Reel Comedy Feature

Pearl White in Serial Story, ‘“Plunder”
FOUR SHOWS DAILY — BUMPER MATINEES.

MONDAY’S SUPER-FILM
GEORGE ARLISS in
“THE GREEN c.oomzss"l

i
R R

FRIDAY—SATURDAY

P A l_ AC E SATURDAY

Charles Hutchison

e I N e

“Go-Get-’Em Hutch”

Episode No. 2
“The Falling Wall.”

“The Cabaret”

Comedy Riot

of the ranch owner.

The New Western Star

EDMUND COBB
N

“No Tenderfoot”

}A Story of the Old West

DUSTIN FARNUM

—JIN——

“The Buster”

It's a powerful melodrama, all about a Western
ranch foreman who has been called upon to tame the
headstrong, though capricious and beautiful, daughter

“THE BUSTER”

Is a Smashing Story of Romance Action
and a “Busting’”’ Man.

GAIETY

FRIDAY—SATURDAY

“The Crossroads

Of New York
6—Reel Melodrama—~6

Not all thrill, not all laughter, not
all drama, but enough of each to make
“The Crossroads of New York”
sign post of satisfaction.

the

Eagle’s Talons

Serial Story

The Eagle’s Talons

“Bring on the Groom”

SCENIC

MONDAY-—“Mighty Lak a Rose”

Get Rich Quick Peggy

Baby Peggy Comedy

ONCE NOTED CLOWN, [ =5 KEITHS ADD TWO

0 BOSTON HOUSES

To Remodel Part of Seigel
Building and Old Bos-
ton Theatre,

Boston, Jan. 4—Following the an-
nouncement that the B. F. Keith
Company is going to remodel the rear
portion of the Siegel Building as a
theatre, comes the word that the old
Boston Theatre also will be remodelled
and converted into a Keith playhouse,
although plans for the latter theatre
have not been definitely decided upon.

Papers were passed on Monday be-
tween E. F. Albee, president of the
Keith interests, and G. R. and R. G.
Carpenter, trustees, representing the
Washington-Essex Real Estate Trust.
The deal involved approximately $10,-
000,000 and the theatre should be ready
by next September. -It will seat more
than“ 4,000 people and will furnish
vaudeville and moving pictures at pop-
ular prices. It will be bounded by
Washington, Essex and Chuncy streets
and Hayward place, with entrances on
Washington and Essex streets. The
plans for the new theatre are being
drawn by A. H. Bowditch of Boston,
with Thomas Lamb, New York archi-
tecl, consultant, under the personal
direction of Mr. Albee.

Mr. Albee has just finished remod-
elling the New York Hippodrome, and
is also completing a new theatre in
Brooklyn.

FAMILY WELCOMED
BACK TO OLD HOME

More than fifty Salmon River and
Fair View people gathered on a receni
evening at the home of Mr. and Mrs
Henry Black and welcomed them on
their return to their old home. ’the
Salmon River orchestra furnished a
delightful musical "programme and
a very tasty Iluncheon was served.
Altogether a pleasant ecveaing was
spent by all those who attended,

SAVE THE BABIES,

The emotions aroused by infant
welfare campaigns;, the advent of
quadruplets and such like occurrences,
and the varied ways of giving them
expression, find one illustration in the
following poem which has been sent to
the Times-Star:

A campaign to save the babies,
Has been wisely started of late

The death rate has been heavy,
Thousands meeting an untimely fate.

Many babies receive enough attention,
This keeps them strong and well,

‘While other poor neglected infants
Their faces awful misery tell

Those offsprings are worth the saving,
And it’s humanity’s urgent call

To keep children well and strong,
The rich, the poor, the large and small.

Mothers who never were taught,
‘When in their early teens,

The dutles involved in motherhood
So much this timely training means.

The board of health is seeking

To scatter this advice broadcast,
How to wash and feed a baby,

Keep warm, healthier than in the past.

Scientific men are giving facts,
These explanations now accepted,

They prove what they are teaching,
Babes should never be neglected.

These lectures, are helping many,
And may it reach farther yet,

Till all will practically understand—
Even that worthless set.

111 treated children are dying
For the want of faithful care,
The census show this neglect,
The expenses the citizens will share.

The poor little helpless infants
May this appeal reach every heart;
The feeble minded needs protection.
Willingly respond. Help take their
part.
1

Pasturation benifically enforced, ,
Although at first condemned,

Milk disease germs scientifically killed,
Pure food, now, the dealers send.

With the death rate already reduced.
Communities are falling in line
‘Whose thoughts were never
directed,
Considering such a waste of time.

thus

Bables are the heart of the nation,
Helpless and needing much care;

A pleasure to see them developing,
The poorest good attention will share.

A recent campaign, and very important,
Already it has met with success;

Christian llke is this movement
Public opinion now confess.

NANCE O'NEIL HURT.

Walter Hampden no sooner recovers
from an injury than another well
known player is hurt on the stage, also
on the limb. This time it is Nance
O’Neil. During “Madre” at the Lenox
Hill Theatre, New York, Monday, she
and George Baxter played with such
vigor. that Miss O’Neil was flung
against the scenery and her knee cap
injured. She continued with the per-
formance but the matinee was can-
celled. She apeared, however, agaln
last evening.

VICTORY FOR TIGERS.

Winnipeg, Jan. 4—The local Tigers
ontskated and outplayed the Brandon
team here last night to a score of |
6 to 2.

Chewing gum is now exported by Am-
erican manufacturers to 75 different
countries




