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“At the Royal Alexandra
“The Merry Wives of Windsor.”
- According to a tradition™ bettef‘
wortfily of credence’than some attach-
ing ~ to- Shaksperan . history. *The
Merry Wives ¢f Windsor” 'was written
to command of Queen.Elizabeth, Who
is said to have “obliged Shakspere to
‘write a play of Sir John Falstaff in
love, which,” adds Gildon, “I am very
well asstired he performed in a fort-
night; a prodigious thing whenj.ll is
carried on: without
the least offence.”” Good Queen Bess
was not ‘alone in her appreciation of
the inimitable features of the fat old
knightf but it must be confessed her re-
quest Detrayed anything but good judg-
ment. To Falstaff, love in the ‘real
sense was impossible, and Shakspere's
unerring genius felt the’ obvious in-
compatibility. This prebably enough
led him to dispose of the ung;'steful
task with the utmost expedition, and
may have accounted for his failure to
fulfil the .expectations s ted by
the epilog te Henry. 1V. /But
might easily have gope the way of
Mercutio in Romeo ' Juliet, whose
sudden end another t dition ascribes
to ‘the difficuity the
in maintaining that

lineation. .
Nevertheless, The Falstaff of “The

Merry Wives” contains @n ample mea-
sure of the opulence of Wit, ingenuity
i

and good humor display in his orig-
inal setting. Love mpossible to
him. Shakspere was constrained - to
adopt the only artistic alternative—
the victim of his
overweening self-confidence. Against
the conspiracy of the virtuous Windsor
f's inventiveness
and assurance only lead to his more
¢omplete discomfiture. But his collapse
is partially covered by the ‘wonderful
circle of sharply* tndividualized char-
acters with which Shakspere has en-
vironed him, and the rapid

ment of the leading theme js set in

contrast with exquisite passages of
Elizabethan domestic life and the

beauties of English country scenery.
Nor is keen pleasure lacking in the
consummate skill that interweaves and
supports the main story with the sub-
ordinate motives and in the charm of
the love romance of Sweet Anne Page.

To present “The Merry Wives” with
satisfactory degree of dramatic com-
pleteness requires a company of play-
ers selected on other prineiples than
distinguish current stage methods, Such
& company it has ‘been the object of
the New Theatre of New York to se-
cure and certainly the splendid per-
formance at the Rovyal xandra yes-
terday afte and evening would
alone justify its existence. Tho the ex-
igencies of the modern stage \\'!lt not
permit the plays of Shakspere “to be
produced in their literary form, en-
ough was left to reveal the essential
story of the comedy, and the interpre-
1ative ability of the artists. The play,

too, gained much from the really beau-
‘hich was rich

tiful stage setting W

without extravagance and altogether
ropriate.

gy S wives, Miss Edith

. As the merry
Wynne Matthison and Miss Rose Cogh-
Fan, who took respectively the roles of
“Mrs., Ford and Mrs. Page, satisfied the
most exacting ideal. Shakspere did not
markedly differentidte between -them.
indeed, they almost inevitably occupy
the relation of twinship. But as play-
cd by Miss Matthison and Miss Coghian
the parts are subtly distinguished with-
out disturbing their conceptional har-
mony. The interpretation was a veri-
table triumph’ of dramatic particular-
ization redolent both of domestic vir-
the abandonment of natural
felen Reimer was no
e of Mistress Quick-
¢ life the fussy,med-

tue and
liveliness, Miss I
less happy in tlie ro
ly,and p.ctured to th
dling od. gossip,
everything to everybody. but still fa-
vers the gallant who rewards her with
his purse .as well
Miss Leah Bateman-Hunter made a
charming Anne Page, rendering the
part with delightful naivete and suf-
ficient coquetry.

TThe part of Sir John
of the most exacting
range
to those who know its fulness, the 4if-
ficulties are rather enhanced than di-
minished when placed in the atmos-
phere of the merry wives. Louls Cal-
vert would have won deserved praige

Falstaff is one
in the whole

for a less finished interpretation than |

that he gave, but he did far more by

preserving a real harmony between the |

Falstaff of - Henry g A and his
later exposure, as the butt of those who
would but have given him occasion for
sport. This is the excelience of the
actor's art. and Mr. Calvert's best tri-
bute. Ford, the jealous husband, and
Page, the embodiment of the old Eng-

sh country gentleman, were finely

vendered by A. E. Anson and Lee

Baker. Ben Johnson's Justice Shallow
was gaod, and as Slender, next to Fal-_|
teff. the most finished sketch in the

Verdinand Cotischalk was a de-
ery Mr. Morrison's Dr.
was a clever plece of character-

and the famous trio of follow-

play,
ded suce
Catus

ation

¢ Bardolp Nvm and Pistol—had
good exponents n John Sutherland,
teviart Balrd and Pedro de Cordoba.
The other roles were {illed with equgl
yegard Lo artietle symmetry, and, in-
aeed, no tnore patisfactary presents-
tion of “The Merry. Wives” could bhe
jooked for than that given at the Royal
lexandra. The crowded suydiences at

performances ghowed hearty ap-
lution and the engagement I8 al-
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ready assurcd of unusual siceoss,

develop-

who wants to be |

as his confidence. |

of Shaksperean character, and |
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" “The .Third Degree” -

cess this week, Charles Kiein has given
a study-‘:_‘ot contemporaneous police me-

thods which the -public has recognized
as the knell-of a; condition of things
Which cannot be paralleled short of
the Spanish inquisition. - But this phase
of Mr. Kilein’s great play has been
dwelt upon to an ‘extent which over-
shadows the artistic quality of the
drama “an& its human interest,. quite

strong as it is, is merely incidentai.
The big thing’ in the play-is the char-
acter of Annie Jeffries, played by Fer-|
nanda PBlisou. Phis young actress
takes the part as Nazimova or Kalisch
or Mrs. Patrick Campbell might not
take it, but with art and skill and. in-
terpretation on- quite as high a level
as any of these great actresses have
accustomed us to see. The motive of.
the play is the psychology of this wo-
man's love and the patience and en-
durance and insight which it generates,

‘hypnotic confession of a murder which
never occurred, and the man who cora-
‘mitted suicide is believed by the police
to have' been her paramour. There
was no immorality at all, but the sui-
cide had embezzled money, and bY
virtue of an old love affair had con-
strained Annie’s’ step-mother-in-law
to visit him on the night of his sui-
cide. . Annie, to shield her namesake,
allows it to be thought that.the leiter
addressed to Mrs. Jeffries, senior, was
really addressed to Mrs. Jeffries, ju-

nior. The lawyer in the case, the hus-
band, the father, the police, are all

_merely foils for the development of
Annie’'s character.. Her father died in
prison, not guilty of anything, but true
to friends he would not betray. She
had lived honestly, and as a restau-
rant waitress, was beloved and mar-
ried - by Howard Jeffries, :a useless
scion of a wealthy family. She never
swerves in her belief in his innocence.
For a month she comes regularly to
the office of the lawyer she thinks can
save her hustand’s life. One after an-
other she persuades the reluctant as-
sistance of those she needs to help him.
The consummate art, the humor, the
human nature, the c‘;\utant revulsions
of feeling, the sustained interest in the
development of the weaknesses and the
sympathies of the other characters,
constitute the elements of strength
which carried a long series of closely
knitted dialogs to a satisfactory closa
The company as a whole is cast with
fine consideration of fitnegs. If any-
thing is lacking it is. perhaps, that
there is rather more artificiality in the
reading of Richard Brewster's part
than is necessary. But the part Is
purely that of a foil to Annie Jeffriea,
and the difficulties are obvious. And
it must not be thought that the part
is not well taken. Miss Elisou is real-
ly wonderful in the complex study she
gives. There is a fulness about her ds-
tail, and an absolute naturalness in her
acting, as tho she had really stepped
out of the restaurant, which cannot be
attributed to the aceident of a fortun-
ate selection. There is evidence of .he
' most -careful study and an elabor}t!on
of . the- portrail .which ouly 5tops
when the artistic effect requires it
Instances could be multiplied. During
the Interview in the lawyer's office
there were many. “I'm going to move
heaven and earth till I've brought his
father round to my way of thinkingz,”
she says, and then there is a glance
at the lawyer, the slyest, drollest, most
pitiful look in the world, timidity and
courage, hope and fear, tragedy and
strength all in one, as she ventures—
“I've got vou aiready.” The dignity of
the little slum woman as she walks
across the stage wiping her eyes after
outburst In the lawyer's
don’t -some of you do
shows another phase of
her devotion. but there is a breathless
moment when she steps with as much
| dignity but with a subdued conscious-
| ness that the last card is to be played
to hand the letter to the detective, and
is intercepted by the lawyer, a very
clever stage device of Mr. Klein's.
Another natural note which brought
down the house was one of many rés
ferences to her father-in-law. “1 oniy
had one interview with him, and it fin-
ished him for all time with me. He's
| mot a father (a pause, then conclusive-
v, but without emphasis, amd the most
natural expression), he's a fish.”
There i# a world of woman's tender-
ness as well as -of endurance and
shrewdness in the little woman, and
Miss Elisou misses nothing. James
Seely acts with much dignity. Frazer
Coulter, the father, is excellently na-
tural, Dr. Bernstein, by Walter Cra-
ven, i# particularly good. Capt, Clin-
| ton, by Alfred Moore, represents 4
tvpe which Is perhaps oo common,
and Mr. Moore regists mAany natural
temptations, Lyda MacMijlan does - ]
that can be done with the weakness of
the step-mother. The part of yoyng
Jeftries g very cleverly done by Ralph
Ramsay, and it is the fult of the
dramatist and not of the actor that he
is such a bounder. The plece 1s splen -
didly and eolidly mounted, and is Alto-
gether a dramatic treaf, The humor
of the piay ¢ quite adequatc to relieve
the strain of s intensity, and play-

| the passionate
office—""Why
| something?”

goers must not think that they will be|

warrowed by a performance which |
to elicit thely deepest intercst

At t&“Gand.

“ Checkers,”

pure

Those who g0 Lo the playhouse simply
for the entertainment, to kill an other.
wise weary evening, those who go with
eritical purpose; those who are coy
about venturing theatrewards until
well assured that the offering is quite
proper for the young person as well as
for the particular In  such things
among the old, and those who are |
habitues of the theatre—~all seemed Lo
e glad 1o see the play aguln,

The company presenting the play
this season I8 an exceptionally good
one. - The title role is in the hands of
Harry D. Beaumont, s capital young
actor, His rendition of the manly and
sportive young fellow of the races as
a4 distinetly praiseworthy plece of
work. The race-track tout s again
presented by Dan Braham, Jr., whose
connection with "Checkers’’ has never
ceased from the first season of the

p'ay., Miss Florence Heston as “Pert,”
with whom Checkers falle In love,

In “The Third. Degree,” at the Prin- :

apart from the police episode; which, |

Her husband had been forced into a|

buind of 4 show they will get 8L any

| the Majestic this week, is decidedly

For the bines, see '(Checkers,” 1he
1ale of Jove and ek, whieh opened ‘an |
engagement at the Grand yvesterday
to 1wo erowded houses, It In an ex-
collent play from many a point of
view, 1t pleases all classes of people,

b
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* Literature is a guide
Jn youth and an enter- .
tainment for age.’’

gave a charming presentation of the
role. In fact, the company is. practi-
cally the same as seen here on previ-
cus occasions and gave a splendid per-
formance.

. kers” is a play which shows
the Yidealism, the hopes, exgitements
and frailtles of life, and it shows
them without stain, ‘and yet in the
clean unproblem-like way which
makes the performance something
which everybody may. see.

To miss seeing ‘‘Checkers’ Is to miss
a treat.

The regular Wednesday and Satur-
day matinees will be given this week.

At Shea’s

Harry Williams and Jean Schwartz,)
the weli-known sorig writers, are the
headliners at Shea's New Theatre.
They sing and play a number of their
latest efforts, among which may be
mentioned “Did You Ever Go Home In

the Country?” “Oh, You Dream,” and
a complex piece of ragtime called “The
Whitewash Man.” Their most famous
hit, “What's the Matter With Fath-
er?’ is sung as no one else can sing
it. They made a big hit (with yes-
terday’'s crowded audiences.

“The Rolfonians” present a com-
peny of ten adcomplished musicians
and vocalists, headed by Mr. Rolfe
himself, who displays unusual skill
on the cornet. The ensemble work by
tlis company is marked by great re-
finement of expression, such as one
could hardly believe obtainable from'
brags instruments, i

The Kemps have a new {urn in the
way of coon thouting and eccentric
daneing, with fine  scenic effects.
Gruber and Adlina show some highly
trained animals, including an elephant
| of wonderful intelligence. The Bound-
| ing Gordons do gymnastic stunts
which are motable chiefly for some
very amusing byplays, and Charbino
Brothers have a good acrobatic turn.

laude and Fanny Usher present the
same playlet they had on the occasion
!rrf thelr last visit, and it is as funny
as ever. The Dolce Histers have ' the
| mest riovel act on the program. N
comsists entirely of irio winging, and
some very preity and originai effects
| are shtained by #inging, with new set-
| tings, a variety of songs, which range
| from the: semi-classica) "“Bweet and
| Low" fo the current hit, “That Mes-
[ merizing Mendelgsohn Tume,” The
| kinstograph, with some fine new pics
{ tures, concludes the bill,

1

{
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At the Majestic
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| One advantage patrons of vaudeville

| generally have over other theatiregoers
Lis thiet they can te)) Just ahout what

| partienlar theatre. The Harry Lindley
Stock Company, however, wiken Is st

hetter In some respects than the avers
age comcern of s kind,

There I8 3 distinctly clever farce,
Whan They Wared, Up/” It might
very well be called, dealing with the
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- read,by every Canadian.
Each issue has ome or more bright,
your favorite author, a Boy Scout
News Column, a K:’ot;:hq?leKdendar, a humor-
ous corner, a page of toilette suggestions and
fashion hints, especially interesting to women,
other - features entertaining to

stories

and - m
young ::d?old.

by no :
histrionic art.
Other features of the Dbill include
acrobatics, dancing, singing and jok-
ing. The clog dancing was distinetly

clever, and the work done in that
same line on roller skates deserves
especial mention. It was as good a
stunt in s way as aaything given
recently in Teranto.

At the Star .

The Empire Burlesquers, as seen at
the Star Theatre by two crowded au-
diences .yesterday, proved a revelation
in burlesque. The performance is clean
and comical, ;presenting a variety of
music, comedy and funny situations

cleverly put’on. Frank Damsel h
provided under the title of “0.l Y:u’

lutely new. He, himeself, takes the s
role of Lem. N. Taker. The slecuul:
bristling with originality and gives
splendid - opportunity for chorus work
by a clever aggregation of beautles,
both in light and heavy costume. The
olio, too, is worthy of praise. Miss
Catharine Ross set the echoes ringing
with three catchy illustrated songs—
one burlesquing Teddy Roosevelt's
jungle hunt; one sentimental, and one
comie, “I won’t Be Home Till August,”
will be whistled from this morning on.
Young Broe, as Chinese acrobats, do a
lively bit of . comedy work, and Mike
MeDonald and John Price are capable
Irish and Dutch comedians. “Tempta-
tion,” is a very artistic and fetching
pantomime, based on the oriental dance
in which Miss Blanche Martin shows
exceptional grace and. art, ‘A Night
on the Roof Garden,” is the closing bur.
lesque and treats gloriougly of “high”
life in New York,

At the Gayety.

“Vanity Palr’ at the Gayety this
week is right up-to-the-minute In
hurlesque production, Omn the whole
the entire company Is above the aver-
age, and individually the members
leave 1ittle 10 be desired In thely vari-
ous depariments, The chorus, altho
In places, scantily attired, are a falr
sggregation of girlies, and sing well.
“A Night At the Roadhouse’ Is a
one-act farce that I8 the cause of
eongiderabte laughter, and  Billle
Ritehie is the big feature, Dorcas
Huxley, Rena Lacouvier and Winni-
tred Vrancis were best received in
the -songs “Mine, ANl Mine,” and "“The
Hollanders’

Rlena Lacouviers Red Raven Cadets,
twelve pretty giris, were well re-
celved. in thelr miltary drills  and
tactics,

In the last part entitled, “Fun In a
Musie Hall,” the highesi notch In
burlesque comedy, I8 reached, and the
mimic theatre that Is presented on the
stage 1g equal 1o & ha¥f an hour's joy-
ride,

Recital To-Night,
A program rich in varlety will be
presented this evening In Assoclation
Hall by Miss Ethel Cocking, assisted
by Messrs, Percy Redfern Hollinshead,
tenor, ¥Frank Blachford, violinist, and
Dr. Harvey Robb, planist, Reserved
geats, 30 cents, can be had at Mason
& Nieh's warerooms, 42 West King-st,

Three Killed in Auto Wreck,
BAN FRANCISCO, Cat, Oct, 31,.=

Dr. McTaggart's vegetabls re
foy the liquor and taglcm blbl':':‘l'::
healthful, safe, -inexpensive home
treantments, No hypodermic injections,
no publieity, no loss of time from busl-
ness, and & certain curs. Congultstion’
or c‘otnwonacnc. inyited,

Three men were killed and two badiy
injured when an automobile In which
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SOCIETY . NOTES

Mre. James P, Hynes (formerly Miss
Anna O’'Brien) will recelve fo
tirst time since her marrtuc,’l; :::
drawing-room of the Prince George
Hetel on Wednewday afternoon, Nov
Z.Jrnmd until 6 o’clock, s
re.. George R, Donovan, ¢
Alice. . Btirrett, wilj r‘!&"'i\'k";?:";gz
l:/lr';f’ twtrulr;;'eﬂher marrisge at iuq;
me, Dufferin-sireet, o e
dn;f’ ‘n,ﬂ;‘mm;n, Nov, 2.0“' sl s
e Margaret Mary (/' Brioen, (%
ter of James O‘Brier{ nlrgmkerf‘s‘t?x;
‘(wu yesterday morning at 8 o’clock, lx;
ur Ledy of Lourdes Church, united
In marriage Lo George Gerald Carsoll
of this city, Rev, Father Morrow offi-
ciating. The bride, who was givon
away by her father, was attired in an
imported traveling wuit of duchiss
cloth, braided and trimmed with vii»
'.:I oft saine  shade, while her hsud
nAvee ront wag o large green pletur
hat with white satin top a,ndv nrm:
Wivabes  Whin white Fremeh plumés,
Bhe cuarried a bouquet of white mums
tied with white satin ribbhon. #he wos
attended by her cousin, Miss Florence
M. O'Leary, costumed in pale blue
chiffon over pale blue satin, and wear«
ing a large grey silk picturé hat trimn-
med with pink and grey Richmond
rowes, She carried a large bpuquet of
pink niums tied with pink satin ribbon,
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was attired in white em and
wearing a large black hat with white
plumeg. The best man was D8, Roach
ot this city. During the ceremony
Mendelssohn’'s wedding march was
played by Miss Ethel Menzies, and
solos were sung by Miss Nellle Har-
court and Miss Pelletier, The grooin’s
favor to the bride was a diamond
Jewel; 1o the bridesmaid a gold brace-
let with diamonds and rubles, and 1o
the groomsman gold and pearl suil
links. After the ceremony breakfast
was partaken of at the $t, Charles
Cafe, The young couple will spend
thelr honey moon in New York and
eastern points, after which they will
take up their residence In this efty, 'T'he
bride was the recipient of many pre-
sents, Among those notieed was a
statue of the Virgin Mary, {rom the
Ladies’ Bodality of Bt. Michael's (9~
thedral, of which soclety she was on
officer; g chalr from the directors of
the Rex Talloring Co.; cut glass {rom
the employes of that firm, and an en-
graved siiver fern pot from the mem-
bers of the Arbuthnot Soclal Club,

Kilis Merself and chll‘nn,

WEW YORK, Oct. 8l.—~After making
8 last ples 1o her husband to return,
Mrs. Anne Davis of Brooklyn cons-
mitted suicide, and took with her te
the grave her two children, Ellls, »
years old, and Elsle, 3. All were found
asphyxisted by gas,

For the last two years Mrs, Davis

Miss Emma O Brien, sister of the bride,

they were riding plunged into a diteh
and turned over, necar this city last
night, = ' *
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LAYMEN’S ANNIVERSARY

o
Third Year of the Movement to bo
Celebrated Today,

The third anniversary of the Laeys
"men’s Missionary Movement will be
celebrated to.day with afternoon snd

dral Parish House.

The afternoon meeting will open st
2.0 with a devotional service conduects
ed by Bishop Bweeny,
?mck'mam national secretary of the
T.M,C,A. for China, will speak on “The

riumphs of Vaith in Non-Christian
Lands,”” and John R, Mott of New
York, and Rev. R. Wardlaw Thomp-
son of London, Eng., on “Impressions
of the World Mission
N, V. Davidson, K.C,, will read the ree

tee, Between § and 6 pm., § minute re-

inational committees,
'dAl')r‘ pm, a4 reception will be tender-
.”“ma, Thompson and Mott and W. B,
- ) New general secretary of the
International Committee, At 6,00 there
wﬂ! be a supper, with J. A, Paterson,
K.C, vrc‘aldlng, Dr.: Thompson will
ak on “The New World Claim Upon

Brockman will also give an address.

Pire in brush and leaves at Park
and Avondale roads gave uptown fires

had supported the family by sewing.
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