
itdopuul aua of God, capable of protiiu-ia}j (drnwins,' out) work«n.ontnious ot eteru^l life, uud of tbid eiernal life he is an heir
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Accorainc' to iLis doctrine, the first iaipurtatioa of jjrace is theHim^eduite ^-urk of Ood, irrespeciivo of humaa merit, with thoexwpuou of the predispositions that precede justification andm-ve n. as preparation. Uut when grace has been imparted iti-ouso;, inio action our will enfeebled and depraved by ori-fnil sinand tiu.s no:a the perms of the image of God at first enstarnpdou'
ou.^sui:., j.ul surnnn- the ruins of the fall, combined with th«
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But though grace is the gift of God which unrenewed
yet
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the Tndentiues somewhat inconsistentlr
ah,:-m cua.. there are certain previous dispositions of soul which dis-
PO.-JC' uj lor Its reception, compelling us to draw the infert -e that
t.>es,i la'evi'jus dispositions are the reasons why God confers on us

''If anyone shall affirm," say the Tridentinw
this needed f;race

l^'y?
-igodly are justitled by-^tr^fone."^ ^l^t: hr unS'lBfdaus Ljat nothing else is required which may ro-operate to hi»

actaii..u,4- tiie p-aco of justification, and that it is in no way neces-
Ba:-y tnat he should be prepared and disposed by the motion of Lov.ufreewul, let h.m be accursed."
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This cumbrous scheme, which has no similarity to the simplicitrof the c^ospel was concocted by the schoolmen during the mid J J

!-"u'ia .r.;'i
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T"^
''^'"^''^ ^'^^"'^^^ distinguished betweenK^^uu gra.i. uuta, aua gratia gratuui facieus, the last of whichKeems to be tne grace of the Council of Trent, and is subdivided ntoKrutia operaus, and gratia co-operans. Vou will excuse me fromtranslating tM.sufuuteiligible jargon, since those who devised sucha clumsy terininology had evidently no distinct idea of its meaningTherecanno be adoubt that such a scheme as this.co-operating withthe self-right.ou.iness of the human heart, will practically set a^datne atoning death of Christ as the only sacrifice for sin, and Lt 2'

own'sah'atlon
'" '^^'' ^^'^ ""'' ^''^'''^'' "" ^^^ e^°^7 of hij

This couir-ound of law and gospel, of faith and works, is as muchopposed to the scriptures as to Protestantism. '' Our works " sav.The Ausburg Confession, " cannot reconcile God, merit the remissioaof ins, and grace and justification : but this we can attain only Srtaith, when we believe that we are received into favor for Christ',sake who alone IS appointed our mediator and propitatory sacrificeby wnom the father can be reconciled. He, therefore, who expecSlonH^nt grace by his works, casts contempt' on the merits andracJof Christ, and is seeking the way to God in his own strengT wUb!out the Saviour, who nevertheless tells us, " I am *he wav tSl
truth, and thelife." This doctrine concerning faiM /, ncuSd bJP.aul, "ye are saved by grace through faith,\nd tW notof you^selves: ,t is the gift of God." With the'se sentiments I enS
• giee. In opposition to -ihe Romish doctrine of good dlsnosi ,onJprevious to justification, St. Paul affirms that he afd his fe low con!Terts '' were by nature children of wrath even as others." and thaiso farfrom b.ing able to co-operate in the reception of dTineeracethey wer« - dead m trespasses and .ins." And after we closfwfthmproy, our righteoasue». oar rer, b.,t deeO,, .re ducrlZj
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