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without vanity, boafr, thai zuc'havf the hi'fl rnhni^
rah, the heft officers, and the hefi feamen in the •uuorU'*.

The ancient and prefent flate <?/* //'^ Venetian and
Engliili Na^jies.

* In the 14th century, the Venetians made a
much more confiderablc figure at fea than the
t-nghni, or any other ftate, and was at the time
the league at Cambray was figned in 1509 juftly,
eltcemed the greatefc maritime power in Europe.
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This league will be memorable as long a-, time
lalts. If is no extraordinar>- thing to fte leveral
Itates combine againft one that is more powerful
tlian any, or all of them, either to fet bounds to
her greatnefs, or to bring down her exorbitant
power,, but it very rarely happens, that feveral
tovercigns Ibould confederate together, with dc-
ftgn to deftroy it, which was the purport of this
famous league concluded between the empero-
the pope, and the kings of France and .

when the Venetians thoug-ht themlelves •

from any danger; but what followed oui
teach allftates and kingdoms, not to be abfb.
ly iccure, but to fear even where the greatefc hu
man prudence tells them no change can happen

riiat illuftrious and renowned repuhlic had ne-
ver been in fo flourifhing a condition as at the time
ot forming that league ; the fleets that the repub-
lic then mamtamed v/as ftrong, and well fupported,
L'ndmade, as it were, one continent, of the fi-ve-
ral parts of her dcminionj. The arfenal from
whence they were fitted out, might juftly have
been reckoned among the wonders of the 'iz'orld

1 he carpenters, in building of thofe ihips, had
a peculiar art tiiat other nations were ignorant of;

(which


