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If we be fuitably afFe6led with our own fins, and the

fins of this land, we fhall turn to the Lord with that

forrow, which worketh repentance unto falvation, not

to be repented of. Outward expreffions of forrow

will not fuffice ; we muft rend our hearts in deep con-

trition and felf abafement, firmly believing there is no

hope or help for us but in the unmerited mercy of

God. In this duty all the people in this land, both in

private andpublic life^ ought to engage. We are requir-

ed to return, to God with fading, and weeping, and

mourning. What exprefilons of forrow and contri-

tion ! Ani will not Judah and Nineveh rile up in the

Judgment day and condemn us, if we refufe to repent

and return to God ? They repented, when they were

ferioufly threatened with the anger of Heaven, and

made fupplicationfor mercy. Theirexample encourages

us, and nothing but obfl:inate impenitence will hinder

any from returning to God. O ! my brethren, be af-

Jlided, and mourn and iveep ; let your laughter be turned

into mourning, and your joy into heavinefs. Humble your*

fel-ves in thefight of the Lord, a?id he will raife you^ up.

Join earnefl; prayer with your repentance and fafi:ing,

and cry to God for your country, that peace and prot

perity may be refi:ored to thefe United States.

To encourage you in this duty, I would obferve,

that we have fome reafon to think Heaven will regard

our fupplications, and fhorten the period of our trou-

bles, 'i hree States unite in fading and prayer this

day. The thirtieth of the prefent month is fet apart

for this important purpofe in the States of New-York
and Pennfylvania, and a day is appointed for the

whole Union to engage in fupplicating Heaven in be-

half of our common country. Multitudes undoubted-

ly will wholly negled, and even tic/pife, thefe reli-

gious exerciles, and others only prevaricate with God

;

yet may we not hope that a large number will faft

and pray, and afflid tjieir fouls ? Our country con-

tains many thoufands of real chrifiiians, who will hum-
ble themlelv^s and intercede with Ood that his anger


