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of July; and towards autumn, fever and ague raged ihrougli
the land. Quinine is of course a sovereign specific, and for
more ordinary practice, a tea-spoonful of sulphur in a wine-glass
of brandy or other spirit, taken two or three times a-day, ac
companied by cathartics and moderate nourishing diet, with
suitable clothing, generally effects a cure.

There are three public matters which have occasioned some
excitement in the Upper Provinces, and may be shortly adverted
to.

1*^, The oath of allegiance has been condemned for causinf*

unreasonable and unnecessary discouragement to settlers from
the States. After having heard a good deal of discussion on
both sides, from those who ought to bo best informed upon the
subject, I believe the discouragement to be either imaginary or
much exaggerated, and that in fact, American citizens are subject-
ed to no heavier obligation than what every government is enti-
tled to exact, and to which foreigners from other countries are
equally liable.

2c?, The old surveys and plans by which townships were laid
out, and sections divided, have been too often inaccurate, and
have given rise to much confusion, and an interminable crop of
litigation. I heard many details of trouble and expense to land-
owners from this source, and perhaps some revisal and adjust-
ment by commission, or otherwise, might be advisable.

M, Great has been the obloquy heaped upon the canals, and
in many particulars, perhaps, not without cause. At the same
time, when all indirect consequences are taken into account, the
evil and loss may not be so great as many would represent it.

To draw inferences from the superior advantage of railways, I
hold to be unfair, as the canals have been so long in progress,
and the other can only be said to have secured public confidence
since the cities of Manchester and Liverpool became as one. A
canal to unite Lake Erie with Ontario, so wonderfully,separated
by nature, and yet so important to surmount, seems a reasonable
object of mercantile enterprise to achieve. Whether it has been
planned and executed in the best line and most economical man-
ner, are questions separate and distinct ; but it ought surely to
be more a subject of regret tlian of contumely, if it is likely to
be superseded by a railway from Chippeway to Queenston.


