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A. Brooke,
LV1TU sua buo

« The act of creation lays on us a duty. We bring a child into the world,

and the abaolate tmperatil^e of Ood ia on its to ft«d, «dqoftte, and lovie to the

end' that tQ Which we haire given life. We do oar hast iar <tke child ; hut

we.ifiU Mj^pose that alL.goeti wneogR We expend ojir bwe upon hjm, he .

rejeet*. itij.w^ punish, apd he bw^ep^.uiidejr p^iM^we^^ apd Iwyes us ; |

we go afler him, uid he refuses to retuxn ; Wje giye hpip w .t^il^n^lf fpi^ a
>

time, and he grows worse, and dies impenitent. But ii^ we ,are of a true

human nature we cannot forget him. Our first thought m the other world

is our cfrring'idn, and if we ckm—and I ibr o^^ 2lo no^.dbnbt it—our one

efifort in Che eternal Kfb ^\\ be to ^nd him but, and redeem him to our <

heart by any saorifl^ whioh loye can prompt And even could love not

move ue, ditty wotild dall ns to tliis riehteois qnestl We mtiK bring our

wanderei' h«nie. It lA so, I firmly belfeve, with^Gkid md- men. By the

very act c^ <»^tion God has laid upon hiiMelf a neeesdiiy of redemption.

We wander from him, and he pittiifthes as throuffh his spiritual laws. We
reap that which we have sown : we fill our belly with Hie husks which the

swioi^eat £(e ka^ u^ eaf o^ th^ frpit of o^r owp de^i^ : the day of retoj-

butlon qomes, and our i^^urw turii to ^11, oiir irritated desires becpme

,

our hell, tioweir, a|D»d lowqr , 8l3l we 'sipl^, ai^d suffering; is ha|xt on us, for

impenitent roai^ ihqft touch the abyss of God's chastising, tenderness, before

prWe and self, be conquered into penit|ence. But God waifs and worki

:

'them also 1 musf bring,' spjeajcp the necessitji yrhx^ fiiiWs fibm hii Piiher- *

^

hood. AH throtrgh our deepest ruin God's victorious love is opposed to

men'd relu^nt hatred and de^ir; till at last, they, being Of the finite,
'

finite, uid of the dead Uiinga of the Universe, dead, are shattered to pieces

by plersiatent love; and the child,) oome to. himielf,i ealla out from the depths

of a divmemifsea^, «I wiU ante andgotomyiallw Faf off hi«j father

sees him, and in t«(imaphlM»t joy receiver, hin»,! 'this njy po» w^s dead»

and is alive again ,; '•^fw lo8*n and J^s, found.' It 'wil^ bfe^ i^a within eter^uty)?, i

till, in the fullness of chaii^, there fi'^^n be at last oi^ ilock apd one shep-

herd, A!(ost tender japdj most troe,g^ii9pge8. Ckmtrf^s^ i^^ in its beauty,

with the common hqtaon|of thefutoi^'of the'race—tha^ which has

maddened ine'n'toto Atheism and hatred Of imtbortality—a smdl flock oh

which allih* i^^niie love of the infinite goodness is outpoured,'.and beywid

its fold a howlinig wilderness of lost and ruined soub^o^l ««d rdihed for

ever and overhand rained upon by the elemal fire* o€ 'the everiastin|^i»

anger of a vindfetiviB God. ItJs not to ; that is tiOt our God, nor that our i

heaven, nor thi^the immort^^ for which We (ayt. God mut fasing «U his

creatures to hhaiiBl^. * There shall be one flock and one shetAierd.'

"

Perhtips this seemt blaefpbemotts to the thoueht of our brother,

but I ciriiKrt think it will to most of you. It chttges God with no

wrong, but Mtther refuses to adbit t&lit he will do wrong. Bla^'

phemy is tJhe rovietse of this—tho ohargiag that upon God which; '

the moral sense of maittkind deotoros to be, bad, mud onjy bad.-

Drexelius, an advocate of the doctrine of eternal'WWy in the early

jpart Of the setent^atb cOrttury, saidt '*if alfthe severest and
•< it binbarous toj^uves which Wore eter Invented by the tyrants olU

til.J w^ifszij TT^IJV iTjr s.:r^rrjxxs i-irc-tigsjy -s»ii'«- ss^nsirjiti- ^.-

improved and refined the art of cmolty, Aod bipotitt&it it tojMrfeC;


