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he introduced among them many of the customs of civiliza-

tion, and persuaded them to adopt the military formation in

use amonx the Cartliaiiinians. It was with some reluctance

that they submitted to this; but so com[)lL'te was the victory

which they obtained over a rival tribe, upon their Hrst en-

counter when led by Malchus and his able lieutenant Nessus,

that he had no ditliculty in future on this score.

The advantages, indeed, of fighting in solid formation,

instead of the irregular order in which each man fought for

himself, were so overwhelming, that the tribe rai)idly in-

creased in power ami importance, and became one of the

leading peoples in that part of Germany. Above all, Malchus

inculcated them with a deep hatred of Kome, and warned

them that when the time came, as it assuredly would do,

that the Romans would cross tlie Alps and attempt the con-

quest of the country, it behoved the (jerman tribes to lay

aside all their disputes and to join in a common resistance

against the enemy.

From time to time rumours, brought by parties of Cis-

alpine Gauls, who, like the Orcans, fled across the Alps to

escape the tyranny of Rome, reached Malchus. For years

the news came that no great battle had been fought, that

Hannibal was still in the south of Italy defying all the efforts

of the Romans to dislodge him.

It was not until the thirteenth year after Hannibal had

crossed the Alps that any considerable reinforcement was

sent to aid the Carthaginian general. Then his brother

Hasdrubal, having raised an army in Spain and Southern

Gaul, crossed the Alps to join him. But he was met, as he

marched south, by the consuls Livius and Nero with an army

greatly superior to his own, and was crushed by them on the

river Metaurus, the Spanish and Ligurian troops being anni-

hilated and Hasdrubal himself killed.


