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slops. The loliil iiiiiiilu'r uF pt'i'soiis cinphiycd on :ill lh«> niihviiys \\iis (),(!()(>. Al llu> cimI

of Ihe year 185!) lliere were on all liio railways ."Hi iocctniolives. Tlie (jrand Trunk Itailway

owned 'iM. The rails were «tf iron, all single Iraek, an<l llie fuel used Tor Ihe loeomolives

was wood.

Inlcrcolonial Itailway commenced. .; .

|{y llie Ael of I8U7 eonledtraling Ihe lour separate Provinces of (ianadu, it was an

express sli|iulation llial (lie inlcrcolonial ltail\>ay should lie hiiill liy the Dominion

Govcrniuenl lo gue the desired cunneclion helween the iMaritinie Provinces and Central

(lanada.

The work was accordiiigl\ at once taken in hand, and the railway was completed and

in July 1X7() was opened as a through line uji lo Ki>iere du Loup, when; il joined llie

section of the (jrand Trunk running hetwecn that point aii<l I.c\is op]iosilc Quebec; (he

Government purchased this section in 187!). Aleantinu!, in 1871, Hritisli Coliimhia, and

in 187.~, Prince Kdward Island, had lieeii admitted into the Dominion.

Dy the completion of the Intercolonial Itailway and the connections therehy made with

the existing systems, direct communication was obtained between the two Canadian

Atlantic ports of Halifax in Nova Scotia and Saint-John, New Drnnswick, and a number of

Lake ports at the head of Lake Ontario, the head of Lake Krie and on l^ake Huron, making

eonneetion with the American lines from the west and south and lajiping the Irallic of (In;

great Lakes al various points.

The l'^' of July 1870, tliereforc, marks the beginning of a new epoch in the railway history

of the country, and the statistics of the liscal year I87.")-187(), which closed on the ."Ulh of

June 1876, are of importance for purposes of comparison.

Railway slalislics for 1873-1870.

I

I

The number of railways in operation ji' that uate was 37, including Government roads

(the Jntercolonial and the Prince Kdward Island Dailways) with a total length of .^),l')7 miles

(8,299 kilometres), from which then; is to be de<luclt!d for mileage of the (jrand Trunk

Railway in the I'nited States, ;2i28 miles .")()7 kilometres), leaving i,!)29 miles (7,9,52 kilo-

metres) operated in Canada. With the exception of 79 miles (127 8 kilometres) of the Great

Western, all were single track lines, 2, .'57," miles (5,819 kilometres) were laid with steel,

2,7i58 miles (4,'i.~)8 kilometres; with iron, and, in the case of one line, 2.'> 12 miles ;41 kilo-

metres) with wooden rails. The totiil « paid up capital » of railways in operation and

under construction amounted to s 35.1, 88(),017 (1,069,430,238 francs), of which there was

expended by the Dominion (Jovernmenl $60,283,026 (301,115,131 francs).

6,351,757 tons (0,435,005 tons met.) ol freight and 5,544,814 passengers were carried.

The earnings aggregated S 19, .358,084 (96,790,420 francs) and the cost of operating

S 15,802,721 (79,013,607 francs). There were 1,000 locomotives, 773 passenger cars, and

13,()47 box-freight and cattle cars. The above figures do not include certain short lines

operated by coal companies for shipping purposes, of which there were in Nova Scotia 15,

aggregating 111 miles (178.6 kilometres).

Besides the railways in operation tlnu'e was much work of censtruelion in progress, both

by Government and by private Companies. Published oHicial returns for the previous year


