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thereon." Their request to return home and consult theii

constituents further on the subject was refused, and thej

were told that they must now finally decide whether they

would or would not take the oath. They again refused,

and were allowed until the next morning to form a final

resolution. On the next morning they appeared before

the Council, and upon their refusal to take the oath, were

informed •^hat they were no longer British subjects, and

would be treated as subjects of France. Orders were

given to direct the Acadians to send new deputies in their

behalf with "regard to Taking the Oath, and that none of

them should for the future be admitted to Take it after

having once refused to." The deputies who had already

refused to take the oath here relented and offered to take

it, but were refused the privilege. Tji spite of this, on the

25th of July the new deputies appeared before the Council

at Halifax, bringing the final answer of the inhabitants,

that they refused to take the oath of allegiance, though

they declared their fidelity to Great Britain. This final

refusal decided their fate, and Lawrence, on the 11th of

August, wrote to the other governors in America, detailing

what he had done and proposed to do. In this letter he

states that they had unanimously refused to take the oath,

and he asks " if they wou'd presume to do this when there

is a large Fleet of Ships of War in the Harbour and a con-

siderable land force in the Province, what might not we
expect from them whe the approaching Winter deprives

us of the former, and when the troops which are only

hired from New England occasionally, and for a small time,

have returned home? * • • As their numbers amount

to near Seven thousand Persons, the driving them off Avith

leave to go whither they pleased, wou'd have doubtless

strengthened Canada with so Considerable a Number of

Inhabitants, and as they have no cleared land to give them

at present, such as were able to bear Arms must have been

immediately employed in annoying this and the Neighbour-
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