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iimlMvIl.'i ill loiij; and piMiiluloiis Icavos lliroiij^li which wo saw

th(! chislcrs of lar;;*' mils, aiiioii^^st >\hi('h llic merry moiiivcys

gamhol wilii ^IiiIIoikmis (l('li;,Mil. We llicii Iiu'ikmI westerly

aloii>; I he (V)asl, and afler ahoiit Ihree hours sail iieared the town

ol" A^iiinwall sihialed on a h»\v marshy Island in what was Navy

Bay near llii' old Isllmins ol' Darieii, ramoiis in the history of

ScoI.eh eiiteri»rise—an entei'|irise thon<ih ridiculed— ii;^hlly

coiiceiM'd and noMy hej^nn. with two millions of ^iold, oiio

liair ui" all thai Siolland then owned; hnt hlasted hy Knulisli

jealousy, collision with the lias! India (lomiiaiiy, and IIk; I'act

ol'lhe projeclors beiny in ad\ance id'lhe times, crushed hiially

bv the Ireai'herv of the heart whieh sanctioned the massacro

of (ilencoe, ih(> Kinu of I'lnuland ha\in,u,- forbade the IJritish

Coloniese\en losell food to the Kmi^ranls, and llinsenconra;^(»J

tho Spaniards to destroy the Com|tany which King William

himself had bill lately chartered.

Unt in oiir own day llu; Isthmus of Panama has becomo

famous by a slii^iendoiis work of American eiiler[»ris(! and inj^c-

nnity, b tldly planned and siicci.'ssfnlly <'arri."d out; a work

which owed its develo[»enienl b) three men whose names will

be imperishable in the history of American Commerce ; W, B.

Aspinwall, J. L. Stephens, and Henry (Uiauncy, the [»rojeclors of

till! Panama Ilailroad. The idea id" an inter-oceaiii(^ communica-

tion had been entertained for centuries, the whoh* commercial

world was alive to its advantages, New Grenada unable b» under-

take it had freely olfered the [divilego to any nation rich enough

to perform it—Kngland looked at it with longing eyes hut

quailed for once b;'fore the magnitndo of the diflicnlties ; I'^rancc

did mor(\ surveyed the country and entered on a contract, but

too many millions \\c\v found ncu'essary and she let it go by

dofaiilt. In I8i8, Congress authorized contracts for the establish-

•mout of two Mail lines of Steamships, ouo from New York and

N(nv Orleans to Chagres, the other from Panama to California

and Or(>gon ; the indncem(-nts were insnllicieut, but at last Mr.

Aspinwall and tin? famous George Law did enter on the enter-

prise, but the wisest fancied it must fail, gold not yet having


