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natural endowments—of much decision, energy and

bravery, could control their prejudices and inclinations.

Habit had rendered them familiar with danger, and im-

patient of restraint : hence, it followed, that no policy,

unless proceeding from a source in which they had con-

fidence, ever gained their approbation. Upon Allen,

whose courage was undoubted, and whose zealous devo-

tion to their interests was universally acknowledged,

they implicitly relied. They had known him in adver-

sity and prosperity—they had weighed him, and found

nothing lacking. To friend or foe, he was ever the same

unyielding advocate of the rights of man, and universal

liberty. The policy, therefore, he upheld, as beneficial

to the common cause of American liberty, ever found

strong and efficient supporters in the friends with whom
he associated, and by who'^ he was known.

From the commencement of our Revolutionary strug-

gle, until its final close, Ethan Allen proved a zealous

and strenuous supporter of the cause. Whether in the

field or the council—whether at home, a freeman among

the mountains of Vermont, or loaded with the manacles

of despotism, in a foreign country, his spirit never quailed

beneath the sneer of the tory, or the harsh threats of in-

solent authority. A stranger to fear, his opinions were

ever given without disguise or hesitation : and, an ene-

my to oppression, he sought every opportunity to redress

the wrongs of the oppressed. It is not to be supposed,

however, that he was faultless. Like other men, he had

his errors—like other men, his foibles. Yet he was not

wilfully stubborn in either. When convinced of an er-

roneous position, he was ever willing to yield a victory ;

,a'

.


