
( 5 )

indeed, but clofdy conne<5led:—That God always obtains

the viftory Himfclf ;—And that ITc gives it to whom He

pleafcs.

God always obtains the vi6lory Himfelf: never did any

fuccefsfully oppofc ////;;. * ** Who ever hardened him-

felf againfl: God, and hath profpered ?"

We read of rebel Angels, with Satan at their head, who

being lifted np v/itli pride, fell into the condemnation of

the Devil. Satan was the firft Rebel ; the firlt who dif-

dained fubordination, defpifed Government, infulted his

King, and renounced his GOD: And the Hime levelling;

fpirit flill
-f*

"worketh in the children of difobedicnce."

He deceives and infatuates a diilracled world; and under

the fpecious names of Liberty and Equality introduces a-

narchy and confufion. Thefc turbulent apoftate Spirits,

it feems, were not contented with dieir proper rank in tht?

fcale of beings; i^
*' they left their own habitations," ancl

were driven down, thunderflruck, into the abyfs of irre-

trievable perdition. There they are referved " in everlafl-

ing chains, under darknefs, to the judgment of the great

Day." This is the firft Victory which Revelation informs

us the glorious God obtained over His enemies. Michael

and his Angels, in the power of God, encountered thg

Dras-on and his Angels : and the Rebel Holl fell from

Heaveuj and their place is no more to be found. To this

the
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