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STATE Of THE NATION.
ih morality, is trite; but its r.wquent application

is not the Icfs ncccffary.

As to others, who arc plain praftical men, they
have been guiltlefs at all times of all public pre-

tence. Neither the author nor any one eife, has

teafon to be angry with them. They belonged
to his friend for their intereft ; for their interclt

they quitted him *, and when it is their interell, he
may depend upon it, they will return to their for-

mer connexion. Such people fubfift at all times^

and, though the nuifance of alU are at no time a

worthy fubjedt of difcuflion. It is falfe virtue and
plaufible error that do the mifchief.

If men come to government with right difpo-

ntions, they have not that unfavourable fubjeffc

which this author reprefents to work upon. Our
circumftances are indeed critic il; but then they are

the critical circumftances of a ftrong and mighty
nation. If corruption and meannefs are greatly

fpread, they are not fpread univerfally. Many
public men arc hitherto examples of public fpirit

and integrity. Whole parties, as far as large bo-

dies can be uniform, have preferved cha'u'fer.

However they may be deceived in feme particu-

lars, I know of no fet of men imongft us, which

does not contain perfons, en whcm the nation, in

a difficult exigence, may well value itfelf. Pri-

vate life, which is the nuriery of the common-
Wealth, is yet in general pure, and on the whole

difpofcd to virtue 5 and the people at large want

neither generoHty nor fpirit. No fmall part of

that very luxury, which is fo much the fubjedt of

the author's declamation, but which, in moft parts

of life, by being well balanced and diffiifed, is

only decency and convenience, has perhaps as many*

or more, good than evil confequences attending it.

It certainly excites induftry, nourifhcs emulatioo*

and infpires fome fenfe of perfonal value into all
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