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Mr. Pope was pretty near the mark when
he concluded, that is befl which is heft ad-

rniniltred. In my humble opinion, untill

men are angels, there is but little better or

vvorfe in anv of them: the honeft man is

generally a weak man in the bufmefs of

the world, and tlie cunning man always a

thief. If the prince happens to be a man
very knowing, he ufually chufes a good

honeft fimple perfon for his minifter, as

his u(e is only to do as he is bid, and to

ftand between him and the people ; and if

a good honeft fmiple prince, the cunrmg
ftatcfman ftcps in and unguards him, and

inftcad of being fo ftationed himfelf, fetS

the prince between him and the people.

< For my part, it appears to me clearly,

the people ofGreat Britain, &c. are lefs plun-

dered than mpft other nations ; as little as

minifters from time to time can poffibly af-

ford ; and when things are carried a good

deal farther than fome people like, it muft be

confidered, tliat altho' the eagle fits on the

rock and is feeiifingly adored, yet it is the

cormorants that batten on the moor, and

devour moft of the provender. **

Commonwealths are ulually more rapa»-

cious than even abfolute monarchies} at

E leaft.


