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whom the Puritans ejected were sufferers for conscience

pake. The great majority were set aside for absolute vice,

Jitter incompetency, or for opposition to the existing gov-

ernment. Many of the clergy, from the active part they

took in the national struggles then going on, suffered from

the chances of war, and were plundered by the parliamen-

tary soldiery, not because they were Conformists, but be-

jcause they were Cavaliers. The Rev. D. Mountfield, who,

being an Episcopalian clergyman, may well be regarded as

good authority for such a statement, says in his valuable

work recently published :* " Some of them probably were

BO loss to their parishes, being drunkards, swearers, igno-

Rint as well as ungodly ; but others were good men, holy

•nd learned, who had done no man wrong, a Hammond, a

#eremy Taylor, a Prideaux, a Hall, a Nicholas Ferrar;

Ihese men were treated with remorseless bigotry, insulted,

jrobbed, beggared, imprisoned—sixteen hundred in all, ac-

^cording to some—two thousand four hundred, according to

©thers." It must also be borne in mind that these clergy-

Ipen had no option in the matter—they did not, like the

•irorthies of 1662, resign their livings to maintain a clear

Conscience—they went out of the church because they

Were not allowed to remain in it. On their ejection, too,

iome provision was made for their maintenance. They

Were allowed a fifth part of their livings, a lenient and con-

llderate arrangement which you look for in vain in the case

of the ejected Nonconformists. Moreover, many of those

Who were ejected by the Long Parliament for not taking

Ifce covenant, the only religious test imposed, were restored

hy Oliver Cromwell's "Triers." Many more would have

been thus restored, if their characters and ministerial qua-
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