
LINCOLN

The (k'atlj of tlic rn-sideiit was, indeed, the most

tragic event of modern times. It was vastly more

important than tlie assassination of Julins (^vsar

in the ohl Koman time. In a few lionrs a thrill of

horror reached every part of the continent. There

was no ocean ca!»le then to carry tlie news. In seven

days after it reached England. The whole British

nation was aroused. It created a profound sensation

among the masses, while Her Majesty, the Queen,

within a few minutes after the receipt of the intelli-

gence, with her own hand wrote a tender, affectionate

and sympathetic letter of condolence to Mrs. Lin-

coln, the liaste Ix'ing in order to secure the convey-

ance of the letter to America by the first returning

steamer.

The House of Lords, the most august legislative

body in the world, passed an address of condolence;

while th<> House of Commons, powerful, far-reaching,

enlightened and independent, without delay passed a

most complimentary address to the American nation,

and symj)athy with it in the loss of the President.

The wlx.Ie world was awe-stricken at the dreadful

crime. The United ;^lates, North and South, with

horror exclaimed airainst it. All business stood still;

sorrow and mourning marked the village and the

great city alike. The highways and byways, from

Washington to New York, Detroit to ("liicago, and

on to Springfield, the burial ]'\iv >; formed an im-

pressive funeral j)ageant, in extent and magnificence
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