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te each other oniy by the fact that the y spoke
in God's naine and delivered somewhat un-
weicome messages to men. But, in reality,
these inspired prophets were oniy seIected in-
dividuals out of a large number of men whn
held the saine office and went by the saine
namne. Frequent allusions are mnade te them
as forming a numerous body Some idea of
their number may be gained fromn the state-
rne'ita that when jezebel persecuted them in
israel, Obadiah hyd a hundred cf them, from
ber in caves, and that a few years later Ahab
had ne difllcuity in coilecting four hundred cf
thern together at one time. In more auspici-
eus days their numbers wouid be proportion-
ateiy much larger. But not eniy were they
numerous, they seem aise to have been
pretty thoroughIy organized and te have
formned a sert of guild or fi-aternity, with
certain well known places as their head-
quarters where they had bouses in common
and ate together. We fin-i such fer exaxnple
at Ramah, Gilgal, Bethel, and jericho; andit
is quite likýi,- there were ethers. We find
that in Elk.ila's time they had outgrown their
accommnodation and new premises were erect-
ed. It is net likely however that the prophets
were permanently domiciled in these semi-
mnonastic institutions; for many of them, had
familles cf their ewn anid thear duties must
have taken them elsewhere. It is more pro-
bable that these were the centres where they
were trained or fltted for their wcrk and where
they afterwards met at eccasional intervais for
conférence or feleowship. Some such arrange-
ment must have been necessary te give unity
and cohesion te their work in the nation.
Their erganizatien inte schools is commonly
attributed te Samiuel. In his day we flnd a
school cf the prophets at Naioth or the
Mleadows near Raniah with Samnuel himself at
their head. After the elevation cf Saul te the
kingship he seems te have devoted his atten-
tion almost entirely te the work cf training and
guidi ng thern ; and therc can be ne doubt that
he dîd much te put them on a firmer basis
ilian before. But he cannet really have done
miore than consolidate, extend and modify an
institution of far eider standing. In the bock
()f Numbers we find their original foundations
attributed ta Moses. When hie compiained to
the Lord that the burden cf governine and
-directing the people was tee heavy for him, he
was toid te, select seventy cf the eiders as his
especial assistants, and organize thein into a
body cf counicillors upc» whom the S iri cf
the Lord descended se that they prop esiedL
Individual prophets, such as Enech, Noah,
Abraham, and Moses himself there had, cf
course, been before that time, but this must
have been their first appearance as a
recognized body.

And just htie we get at what seems te have
beeri the original idea as te the funictions of'

the order. We are net told what the prophe.
sying cf these seventy coiis.sted in, thcugh it
must have been some form cf public address.
But whatever it was, it tvas associated with a
share in the governmrrent cf the people. They
were a sort cf higher magistracy whose work
wouId be partiy executive and partiy judicial.

Ian unsettled community, such as Israei
tiien was, these functions would demand un-
usuai gifts, tne greatest practical wisdomn and
the keenest insight into character; and they
would require te be ciothed .. ith ail the dignity
and authority that a sacred office and a divine
consecration could confer. This idea cf the
governmental funictions cf the prophets is
further borne eut by the assurance which
Moses gave the people before bis death cf a
prophet or line cf prophets te, succeed him.
"The Lord, thy God will raise up unto, thee a
Prophet from the midst cf thee, cf thy brethren,
like unto me." This was the lofty ideai which
Moses had formed for the government cf the
theocracy that its acknowiedged leaders shouid
be prophets speaking in God's naine and net
in their ow», using their power ane influence
as he himself had donc for the realization cf
divine ideas, net for self-aggrandizement
And as a matter cf fact this continued te be
the oniy geverniment in Israei for 400 years,
until the establishmnent cf the monarchy.
Joshua, the iminediate successor cf Moses, was
a man cf like mind, who placed himstlf cen-
sciously under divine direction and enj*oyed
divine guidance. He held his authority
neither by inheritance, nor by right cf the
strongest, ner by. Popular election, but by the
facit that the Spirit cfthe Lord was upon hinri.
And se with ail the judges until Samuel.
They were cenunissioned and sent forth by
Jehevah himself te, revive the national religion
and the national spirit, te, deliver the people
froni their enemies and te adininister affairs
fer the general well-being 0f Othniel it is
said that "the Spirit cf th Lord came upon
hum, and he jud&ed Israel and went eut te
war.» Deborah is distinctly calied a prephe-
tess, Gideen went fc1-tb to battie with the
Midianites only after several distinct revela-
tiens ftom Gcd. The Spirit cf the Lord camne
upon Jephthah when hie led Israel to victery
over the Ammnonites. Samnson was a i-Azarite
consecrated te Gcd frein bis birth, and though
perhaps the least wisc and the least spiritual
cf ail the judges hie performed bis marveilous
feats cf strength and prowess, when the Spirit
cf the Lord came upc» hum. Samuel who
censclidated the nation and prepared the way
for the Kingdom was at ence the far-seeing
statesman and the head cf the prophetîc
erder, and when the prophetic uine reached its
grand culmination in Jesus cf Nazareth, it
wvas again iinked with the highest power.
He being King as well as prophet.
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