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ADYEBRTISING THE COUNTRY.

The board of trade of Macleod, Allrta,
instead of publishing a'pnmphlet as is the
usuul custom in circulating immigration
literature, has had a special edition of the
Macleod Gazette published under the pat-
ronage of the board. This is a sensible
move, and probably one that will have
more influence than the circulation of the
same matter, in equal proportion, in pam-
phlet form. Pamphlet immigration liter-
ature is becoming a drug in the market,
and at any rate, immigration pamphlets
are frequently looked uron as unreliable
and overdrawn. So many pamphlets have
been issued of an uareliable nature, that
it is no wonder thisis the case. A paper
published regularly has the uppearance of
stability and in this sense should be a
better medium than the pawmphlet. The
publization of a good paper shows that
the district is progressive and prospering,
while a pamphlet may mean anything or
nothing. A pamphlet could be written
upon a district which is entirely undevel-
oped and without inhabitants, but a reg-
ular local paper is prima facie evideace of
the condition of the district. There is no
better and more certain indicator of the
progress and development of a district
than a properly conducted local paper.
Every paper in the country is an im-
migration agent, in proportion to its cir-
cu'ation ~ad worth. The work accom-
plished by all the pamphlets and books
cver published about this country, has
been infiniesimally small in comparison
with the attention drawn to the courtry
by the circulation of the various papers
xegularly published here, and circulated
at home and abroad. It may, therefore,
‘Le considered that the Blacleod board of
trade, in assisting in the preparation and
wide circulativn of- the local paper of the
district, has wade a more sensible move
than if the same amount of money had
been. spent in a pamphlet. Efforts are
being made by a-great many municipal
organizations, boards of trade, etc, in
Manitoba and the Territories to set forth
the peculiar advantages of their respective
districts, with the object of securing ad-
ditional settlers. This is right and proper.
Where such efforts are being made, we
commend the plan adopted by the Macleod
board of trade, The plan could be fol-

lowed up in something like the following
way: The publication of a very ordinary
pamphlet will cost say $5600. Now, in-

stead of publishing a pamphlet, say an ar- {5

rangement is made with the publisher of
tue local paper to circulate a certain
wuimher of extra copies of. his paper each
week. Tho papers could be circulated
under the direction of those intercsted in
the immigration movement, and several
columns of space could be given each week
to matter prepared under the direction of
the immigration committee. For $500
the local publisher would probably publish
500 extra copies of his journal each week
for a year, and the circulation of the papers
would cost nothing. This would give the
circulation during the year of 26,000 extra
copies of the paper, at a nominal cost, in
comparisonwith the circulation of an equal
number of pamphlets, while the advantage
to the district from the circulation of a
good local paper would be very much
greater than could be derived from the
publication of a pamphlet at double the
cost. It would not be necessary to cir-
culate a certain number of papers each
week during the entire year. The
same uumber of copiex could be cir-
culuted during six months of the year
for that matter, or at other times as might
appear suitable, in the discretion of the
imwigration committee. TuE COMMER-
CIAL is not interested in any schemes of
this nature, snd has nothing to gain from
the adoption of the plan rresented. A
great deal ¢f immigration literature of

o2e kind and another is being circulated at
present, and the suggestions thrown out
are merely given to represent what is be-
lieved to be a bLetter plan for advertising
the country thau is the course usually fol-
lowed in this matter.

In discussing the best mode of advertis-
ing the country, another suggestion may
not be out of place. This is, that in des-
cribing the advantages of one district,
care should be taken not to give a bad im-
pression of other sections of the country.
It is to be régretted that in some few in-
stances, this undesirable feature has not
always been avoided. It is a peculiar
fact, that go where you will in Manitoba,
vou will find the residents declaring that
their particular district is the very garden
of the province, and the most desirable
district in all this broad prairie country.
This feature hus frequently been impressed
upon persons who have travelled through
Manitoba and talked with the settlers in
different sections of the country. That
this is the case speaks volumns for the
country as a home for immigrants. Pages
of the most gushing immigration literature
could not be so impressive as a knowledge
of this simple fact. Where all are_so

woll pleased with their respective districts,
it would scem that there is no need of
making odious comparisons to the disad-
vauntago of one section, in order to ellu-
ciduto the udvantages of another locality.
Cowparisons of this nature would e apt
to excite feelings of mistrust in the im-
agation of theintending emigrant, and
would be liable to do more harm than
good.

THR LAND REGULATIONS.

A deputation of Members of Parlia-
ment and Senators from Manitoba and
the Territories waited on rhe Minister of
the Interior at Ottawa recently, to dis-
cuss certain points, regarding the admin-
istration of land matters in the West.
Regarding canceled pre-emptions Hon.
Mr. Dewdney said that the greatest
leniency would be shown to those who
had remained upon their homesteads and
were worthy of generous treatment. To
such ample time would be given to pay
for pre-emptions. Regarding the agita-
t on for the restoration of second home-
steadipg privileges, Mr. Dewdney spoke
strongly against the system of allowing set-
t'ers who have received patents for their
first homesteads to enter for second home-
sreads, Ia this respect the Minister of
the Interior is certainly in the right. It
is a great pity the custom of second home-
steading was ever allowed at all. It was
one of the worst features of the land reg-
ulations of the past, and one which has
done uncalculable harm to huudreds of
individual settlers and to the country.
The privilege of second homesteading was
abolished none too soon, and it is to be
hoped that under no case will it be re-
established.  Ruin has been brought upon
whole districts in Manitoba through the
working of this regulation, and hundreds
of farmers who by this time should have
been in independent circumstances, are
not as wel! off as they were yearsago. A
visit to the older settied portions of Man-
itoba will convince any one of the injury
to the country which has resulted from
second homesteading. From some of these
older settled districts, there was a few
yeers ago a regular exodus of settlers,
who had received the patents for their
first homesteads, and moved to more re-
cently opened districts to take up second
homesteads. These settlers had improved
their homesteads by building, and breaking
up the land, and were getting things com-
fortable around them, but the desire to
possess more laud, which they were per-
witted to take up under she second home-
stead regulations, took hold of them, and
they moved away to newly opened settle.
ments, often far from markets, schools,
churches, etc. In most instances the
settlers mortgaged their farms before
leaving to take up a second homwestead.
The result has been disastrous to many.
The cost of moving to a new settlement
and gefting buildings and other necessities,
would usually amount to a good deal more
than the amount realized from the mort-




