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PROPOSED TIMBER CHARTER,

The British Chamber of Shipping have sub-
mitted to the trade a new timber charter
covering vessels sailing from British North
American ports.  This charter, so far as can
be judged, is a reconstruction of the charter
which was submitted in the fall of 18g8. It
will be remembered that the timber trade re-
fused to accept this charter, on the ground
that it contained many objectionable clauses.
The document now submitted is, in the opinion
of the trade, no improvement on the rejected
one. At a mecting of the Quebec timber and
deal exporters, an unanimous resolution was
passed that the charter as promulgated by the
Chamber of Shipping for British North America,
to come into farce in 1goz, should be strongly
opposcd as an arditrary change from the Len-
don Chamber of Commerce form of Charter
Party which has been in use for the lasteleven
vears. The trade placed itself en record in a
very decided manner, at the same time pledg-
ing itself to accept such changes as might
be shown to be of gencral advantage and
mutually agreed upon after fair discussion.

The form of charter is so manifestly in the
interest of the ship-owner that it is almost
ncedless to specify the ovjactionable clauses.
Perhaps those most glaringly unfair are clauses
3 § and 6, relating respectively to the manner
in whick the cargo is to be supplied and
reccived, veservation as to strikes, aad ob-
jectionable terms under which bills of lading
would be given. There are likewise important
omissions, and the bill of lading is ambiguous
and by no means satisfactory. Underthecircum-
stances the Qucbee shippers are justified in
insisting on the adoption of the form of charter
which has been found workable for so mapy
vears.

LESSONS OF THE YEAR.

The lumber trade of 1go1, as reflected in
the statistical information published in this
number, was not particularly suggestive of
either advancement or retrogression. The
posifion of Canada as a lumber producing
country was merely sustained. If the year
served to prove one thing more than another,
it was the supremacy of white pine—not,
however, so much on account of its acknow-
ledged superiority over most other woods as
for the reason that the supply is annually
decreasing.

In Canada the limit of production in white
pine has not yet been reached, and it is hoped
that by a wise policy of forest preservation
such limit may be postponed for an aimost
indefinite period. But the top of the ladder
has been reached in the United States, and a
backward movement would seem to have set
in. The cut of pine in the Lake Superior dis-
trict last year was smaller in quantity than in
any year since 1879. This was not duetoa
lack of demand for lumber, buc rather to the
increased difficulty and expense of getting out
logs as compared with the earlier years ol the
white pine industry. The state of Michigan
now furnishes a very small portion of the
total white pine production, and is reckoned
as a considerable importer of lumber.

It will be noticed from the tables that the
shipments of British Columbia lumber to
Australia were smaller than in the previous
year, whereas that country took an increased
quantity of spruce from the Maritime Prov-
inces. France and Spain are also becoming
better customers for Canadian spruce. The
trade of the Pacific coast seems to be expand-
ing in the direction of Japan, China and
South America.

The figures with respect to shipments from
British Columbia to South Africa are not en-
couraging. The assumption that South Africa
is not a large buyer of lumber must be dis-
missed when reference is made to the
‘Washington shipments,which were 21,000,000
feet last vear, as compared with 12,000,000
feet in 1g00. The falling off of over s0 per
cent. in the lumber exports from British
Columbia to that country shows that our
lumbermen are not giving as much atiention
to that market as it deserves. This is to be
regretted, as it is probable that merchants
who now secure a foothold in South Africa
will have little difficulty in maintaining it for
years to come and in gradually increasing the
volume of their business.

The conditionswhichhaveariseninthe shingle
industry of British Columbia do not forecast a
promising future for that trade. During the year
a number of new shingle mills were built, and
several others are now in process of construc-
tion. It is difficult to understand what has
been the underlving cause for this expansion
in shingle mill bullding ; certainly it could
not have been the prosperous condition of the
industry nor the inability of the existing mills
to supply the demand. Nevertheless, when
the mills now under way are completed, the
combined capacity of the then existing mills
will be five times graater than the total con-
sumption of British Colymbija shingles in

Canada.. What the ultimate resyy will
cannot be foretold, but it . gq likely lo::
profitable to those engaged in iy busin
The supply of cedar timber cannoy last ltsx
under the present consumptiun, andjn a g,
time it is probable that Britiwh Columbiy “?l
reach the point when the manufactyre o
shingles must be abandoned tor yyap of 1
material. It is some satisfaction to learn th:l
the provincial government inay Zuvally
forced the-law prohibiting the export of cedy,
logs to the United States. ‘e taw, honery
only applies to timber cut on crown lands anr;
cannot affect that taken fron deeded propeny.
It should be the aim of lumber manufx.c:
turers to make the most out of thej fix
material. The question with lumberms, §
should not be how much timber cap be m;, \
out of the woods and manulfactured jng, lun
ber, but how can the greatest returns by
obtained from a given quanuity of timber, B B
pursuing such a policy the manufacturer, lb.g :
workingman and the country at large will py
benefitted to the greatest extent.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tue suggestions made by a committee of t:
Canadian Manufacturers’ Association to ik
Dominion Governme t regarding the extensiq
of export trade should be heartily supps
by Canadian manufacturers .nd the Canaig,
press. 'We may not all agree as to the pantice-
lar methods to be adopted, but the necessity of
taking steps to make our manufactured pro-
ducts better known in foreign countries mast
be universally admitted. The markets of (e
West Indies, for instance, are now very largely
supplied by United States merchunts. Ve S
little is known of Canadian goods. It i; N
claimed that New York houses already bangls
more Canadian goods in the West ludies thas
are shipped direct 1-om Canada. The pib-
lishers of this journa. recently received from 2
gentlemen at Hamilton, Bermuda, a tequsst
for a directory of Canadian wood-working firzs
and dealers in building material. This geotls. |8
man states that for materials for public works 8
they arc compelled to obtain estimates fromit: B
United States on account of not knosig
where to apply in Canada. He adds that the
Imperial Government Surveyor had applidu § j
him tor such a directory, and he was e
that such information would cfttimes leadts
the placing of considerable orders that now
to the United States.

AN’interesting and instructive chart hasbees J98
received by the Canapa Luumseruay fro S
Messrs. Foy, Morgan. & Company, shosiy
the periodical estimates of the duration of t&
timber supply at London, England, for thepst
four ycars in compirison with the averages 2.
the same time in the previous five years. W&
Canadian pine the largest stock for the yus §i
1898, 1899 and 1900 was held on j1st Jannag,
1899, when it reached 20 per cent. abore
average of the preceding five years. In !
the supply reached 45 per cent. abovethears:
age on 3joth April and 3ist July. Thelarge
supply of spruce for the past four vears wasn S
the 31st Qciober, 1898, the quantity theak
stock not being reiched even last year, Wi’



