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OPENING OF THE NEW LAW
COURTS OF ENGLAND.

m:ﬂ}:sm‘lntcre.sting and impos'ing' ceremony
of Englan;m in the legal and judicial history
it. Dot th second to none that has preceded
a5 a logy] ough the day of Westminster .P‘lal],
remain {Zto centre, has gone by, its traditions
she took t}use the \.vords otf t}'le (Queen as
Home S he key of the buﬂc'lmg from the
Chancengc)ret.ary“and handcd it to the [.ord
judges < r) in ‘“the md‘epenQencc of ’t.hc
of the ,oAt EppOrted by th4e integrity :1.nd ability
law, whi ‘}:‘—I‘ I.nembers ().t the profession of the
llav,e b-\L \'Vlll'])r()vc in the futurc. as they
the o een in times past, a chief sc‘*curlfy for
rights of my Crown and the liberties of
my people.”
berl Zi judges :1sscmhlujd in the l’rin(:cs‘(fhal?l—
the House of lords, and then, in
slflately procession; passed through Westminster
all, s.acred with so many memories of the
1:}?;: ::i()rl) of the nation, to the (‘ﬂrﬁugcs
the Qul )L( to take t.hcm to 'thc new Courts ;
same reet\:i, j‘neanwhlle, making her way to the
Subje(‘t\.“']:/‘vo'us thrgugh a crowd of loyal
wonth _-»0:. o}utm:“l thc.lr h()l_nagc to -thc most
"ame)'u N ‘tlt‘ long line of .r\Al]crs in whose
“bidin?r stice has heen administered.to a faw
£ people.

Wa‘:tt:::] (')’c]()(:k the great Hall of the (‘,.ourt
entitlcd(z“n .Ol)cn to th-()h‘t.‘, who were cither
The g(‘c‘mo or had been }n\'lted to be present.

o 1¢ is thus described by the Z7mes:
pl'OC\;:)sil(l:s (t(entlc rzm.;m open %p;lcc for the Royal
the dais I':lig;(i)‘;'::- fl\()m the Strand entrance to
on each siac (,fl ll\em at the further cm.l, and
benches sof o 'mt }c.hall were ranged tiers of
and Cm‘p()rmio‘;;s . Uf‘ At?w dlffc:n:cnt profefsmns
first was of a curio‘p«‘lL.NU]'th' ll?c~‘gzt?hcr||1::‘ at
Al botomed i rt.ls’) mnfcd description. Ih,e
Counsel, worn ms].,‘s! and x‘(\)(bc.s of Ath‘c Quecn’s
the House of Lm'ds) :)}:\ ;)( L.«]:Sl()n of State orin
ress, the scarlet > lt ‘(m.sh gold lace‘of levee
ljaw and. Equity J‘ml(, )<jr|11|11c of the (,(')mmon
lioned robes of ‘)\m l:t },'((.lsf thc. 'dark, heavily-bul-.
correct hlack of lh(\o(l)l s :]LlthCCS of App?al} thé
Nncoy p()lated Law b()l.lel},
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Inside the hall the first sign of the approach
of Royalty was the appearance in front of the
dais of half a dozen Beefeaters, who formed not
the least picturesque or the least pleasing fea-
ture of the scene. Their Elizabethan garb was
a quaint suggestion of the olden time, all the
more appropriate to the occasion from the fact
that the roses of York and Lancaster, intertwined
as the symbol of peace in their caps, are said to
have been first plucked in Temple Gardens. The
sun, too, as if to herald Her Majesty’s coming,
darted his rays with augmented force through
the southern window, and filled the great hall
with a crimson glory. At twenty minutes to
twelve a blare of trumpets announced the entry
of the civic procession—the Common Council-
mauve cloaks, the Sheriffs and
red, accompanied by the Mace-
bearer and Swordbearer, the latter, with hjs
curious fur cap, looking like a Tartar chicf. The
procession imported more colour into the already
brilliant scene. Attention was now turned to
the dats, where the Judges had begun to assem-
The Lord Chancellor and the Lord Chief
ogether from the left, the one
ly decorated robes which
form the Chancellor’s State dress, the other in
the bright scarlet and ermine of the Common
A score of other Judges followed,
Gladstone, who, s Chancellor of
s as a Judge of the Supreme
Court. The Prime Minister wore the heavy
State robes of his office, resembling those of a
Lord Justice of Appeal.  Sir R. Phillimore ap-
peared in plain black silk, and Vice-Chancellor
Bacon, the last of his rank, in a distinctive robe
of bluc with a pmfusion of gold lace. Except for
the presence of the Queen and her immediate
attendants, and the Royal Family, the company
in the great hall was now complete. Beyond
the l)ip]omatic Body on the left sat Ministers
arliament with their ladies, and
beyond them again the various undistinguishable
‘society. The stage was repre-
sented by Mr. Henry Irving and Miss Ellen
Terry. Immediately after assembling on the
platform, the Judges proceeded, two by two,
down the centre of the hall to the Strand en-

men in their
Aldermen in

ble.
Justice cntered t
in the sombre but rich

Law Bench.
including Mr.
the Exchequer, rank

and members of P

sections of



