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PAPERS ON DISCIPLINE IN SCHOOLS.

A casE of discipline, important from its results, took
place last year at the Allston School, in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. It has attracted so much attention among
American educationists, and has called forth such a gen-
eral expression of opinion upon the subjeet of discipline in
schools, that we have thought it best to insert in this num-
ber of the Journal, an abridgment of a narrative of the case
which was drawn up by the Cambridge School Committee,
and published, in an address to their constituents, in reply to
the attacks and misrepresentations to which the authorities
had been subjected. We also give several illustrative papers
bearing on the subject.

At the time assigned for the hearing, the complainants, with
their counsel, and the teachers, with their counsel, appeared
and both parties were fully heard by the Board.

Evidence was offered which satisfied the Board of the follow
ing facts: During the forenoon session of the school, on the
day of the punishment, Josephine Foster, a member of the
achool, sixteen years of age, refused to comply with a direction
of Mr. Roberts, the principal, in her writing lesson. For
such dlsobedlence, the master, as a punishment, ordered her
to stand in front of the other pupils, and told her to take
that position thereafter during the hours of instruction in
writing, until she was ready to comply with his requirement
%‘hls punishment seemed to make but little impression upon

er.

The principal was absent from the school-room during the
opening hour of the afternoon session; and a teacher, Miss
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, | disobedient and stubborn nature.

Gray, with another female assistant, had charge of the room.
While the principal was absent, the teacher observed Jose-
phine engaged in whispering with another girl, and, going
to her seat, inquired of her if she had been whispering. The
manner of answering expressed indifference and defiauce,
being, as the teacher described it, equivalent to the words,
“I don’t care.” The teacher then put the same questions
to Josephine’s companion in the offence, who answered in
the same disrespectful manner. The teacher thereupon
sent both of the girls to the recitation-room, following them
there herself. S8he inquired what they had been whispering
about, and was informed by Josephine that her companion

o | asked her, in substance, if she was going to obey Mr. Roberts*

order during the writing lesson; to which she (Josephine)
replied, *“ No.” Leaving the girl in the room, the teacher
took the other pupil into a separate apartment, inflicted upon
her hand a few blows with a rattan, and dismissed her to ber
seat. The teacher then returned to the recitation-room, and
directed Josephine to hold out her hand for similar punish-
ment. This she refused to do, saying, “I won’t be whipped.”
The teacher endeavored, unsuccessfully, to persuade her to
obey ; but, meeting only with a persistent refusal, determined
to suspend the attempt for the time, and to await Mr. Roberts’
return. Meanwhile, the girl remained in the recitation-room.

The principal reached the school room about a quarter past
three o’clock, and the teacher at once reported the case to him.
He expressed regret that the difficulty had arisen, particularly
as the girl had frequently before manifested unwillingness to
comply with the requirements of her teachers, and was of a
He suggested that she
should be allowed to take recess with the other scholars, in the

- | hope that the exercise and mingling with other pupils might

bring her to a better frame of mind. After conferring, all the
teachers agreed that an abandonment of the intended punish-
ment would, under the circumstances, have a pernicious effect
on the particular pupil, and injure the general discipline of the
school. The principal however, declined to take the case into
his own hands,—saying to Miss Gray that it would be less
bumiliating to the girl to submit to a female teacher than to
him, and that, as the pupil had manifested a disposition to
make physical resistance, the teacher might call upon
one of the other female assistants if she required assistance..
He also recommended her to use his ferule (a flexible instru-
ment, made of two flat pieces of leather, sewed together, and



