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not appeared under any authority of
the Britith Government, and are dis-
avowed and disapproved of by them ;
but the paragraph in the Moniteur bas
appeared in a Paper avowedly official,
for which the Government are therc-
fore confidered- as refponfible, as his
Majetly's Government is rcfponfible
for the contents of the London Ga-
zette. And chis retort is not confined
to the unanuthorifed Englifh Newspa-
pers, or to the other publications,
of which complaiit is now made,
but is convcrted into, and made pre-
text for a dire& attack upon the Go-
vernment of his Majefty. His Ma-
jefty feels it beneath his dignity to
make any formal complaint on this
occafion ; but it has been impoffible
for me to proceed to the other parts
of the fubjea, without pointing your
attention to the condpa of the French
Government in this refpea, that you
may obferve upor it in the manner
it deferves.

The propofitions in M. Otto's offi-
cial Note, are fix in number; but
may in fact be divided under two
heads : the firft, that which relates to
the libels .of all descriptions which
are alledged to þe publifhed againft
the French Goverqment i the laft,
comprehending the five complaints
which relate to the eri-grants refid-
ing in this country, On the firif, I
ara fure you muft be aware that his
Vljefty cannot, and never will, in

confequence of any reprefentation or
any menace from a foreign Power,
make any conceffion which can be in
the fmalleft degree dangerous to .the
liberty of the prefs, as fecured by the
confitution of this country. This
liberty is juflly dear to every Britifh
fubje . The coniftitution admits of
no prcvious reffraints upon publica-
tions of any description ; but- thcre
exiR Judicatures, whollv indiependant
of the E cutive Government, ca-
p.Ible of taking cognizance of fich

ublications as the law deems to be

criminal, and which are bound, to in-
flic' the punifliment the delinquents
may deferve ; thefe Judicatures mzy
take cognizance not only of libels a-
gainft the Government and the Ma-
giffracy of this Ki'ngdom, but, as
ias been repeatedly experienced, of
publications defanatory of thofe in
whofe hands the adminiffration of
foreign Coverntnents is placed. That
our Governnient neither has nor
wants any other proteiLion than what
the laws of the country afford ; and
though they are willing and ready to
give to every foreign Governrment all
the proteaion againft offences of this
nature which the principle of their
laws and conffitution will admit,
they never can confent to new mo-
del their laws, or to change their
confritution, to gratify the wifhes of
any foreign Power. If the prefent
French Government are diffatisfied
with our laws on the fubje& of libels,
or entertain the opinion that the ad-
miniftration of juftice in our Courts
is too tardy and lenient, they have
it in their power to redrefs themfelves
by punifhing the vendçrs and difiri-
butors of fuch publications within'
their own territories, in any mariner
that they mnay think proper, and
thereby preventing the circulation iof
them. If they think thcir prefent
laws are not fuflicient for.this purpofe
they nay ena& new ones; or if they
think it expedient, they may exercife
the right which they have of prohi-
biting the importation of any foreigin
.newspapers, or periodical publications,
into the territories of the French Re-
public. His Majeffy will not com-
plain of fuchl a meafure, as it is not
his intention to interfère:iii the man-
ner in .which the people or territories
of France fhould be .governed but.
he expe&s,> on the other hand, that
the French Gavernment will not in-
terfere in.the manier in which the
Government of his dominions is.con--
duîled, or call for a change ili thofe


