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garrotted and carried away to the country of those 
barbarians who will perhaps make a more bloody 
meal of them than hounds do of a stag. God be 
praised for the courage he has given to the Father 
[Jogues] and for the piety he has inspired in the two 
young Frenchmen [Goupil and Couture]! If those 
tigers bum them, if they roast them, if they boil 
them, if they eat them, they will procure for them 
sweeter refreshment in the house of the Great God for 
whose love they have exposed themselves to such 
perils... A number of Hurons captured are Chris
tians. Perhaps they will convey a good impression 
of the faith." Father Jogues, on his side, ignoring 
his own sufferings, tells us later what caused him 
the greatest pain on that journey was to see among 
the prisoners some of the oldest and worthiest Chris
tians of the Church in Huronia. Their plight drew 
tears from his eyes in the fear “lest the cruelties 
they endured might impede the progress of the faith 
still incipient there.”

Father Jogues and René Goupil were evidently 
in the same canoe, for the missionary informs us 
that while on the road Goupil was always occupied 
with God. When he spoke, his words and discourses 
all plainly showed his entire submission to His holy 
will. “He accepted the death that God was sending

him, offering himself in sacrifice many 
times, even to be reduced to ashes, 
and seeking only to please God in
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all things and everywhere." The two had been a 
few days on the way when the young man confided 
to his companion the secret of his life. “Father,"


