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"'>' 'But to conclude, I have only to request of your excellency to

know ifh is your intention to detain my papers nowin your posaeth.

sion ; if so, that you may cause me to be furnished (or suffer nse,to

take) a copy of them, and that I may receive, a dectificate from'in^

der your hand, of the number, nature. Sec. of the< said papers, and lb*

reasons for their seizure and detention, in order that my govern-

ment may be tinaUed to make the proper appUcatliMi to the Spa-

nish court for an explanation. My reason for applying to your ejc

cellency so early on this subject, is that oh the arrival of my men,

who are still in the^retarj I might be {mpared to march in a short

period of time, (for under the present aspect of affairs) I feel con-

scious that I am as anxious to arrive on the territories of the United

States, as your excellency must be for me to quit the dominions of

his catholic majesty.

In all events, I hope you will believe me to be with the highest

sentiments of personal respect,

Tour most obedient servant,

(Signed) Z. M. Pike,

His (excellency, brigadier g^erat Don Nimealo Sftlcieido, command-

ing-general of the ihteriot' province of the klh||dom«f New
Spain.-
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; TRANSLATION;

OF the papers connected with the expedition, which by orders

of the United States government, you have made from the St. Louis

of the Illinois, unto the settlements of New Mexico, and which you

yourself* separated from those which you brought here and put into

my hands the day you arrived in this town. There has been formed an

inventory and certificate respecting each of them accompanying it to

you, and deposited in the (^ce, the 17th current* fop the purpose

* See my account of die seiaure of my paper*, April ik, z8o/.>


