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DB. HIHatrOH ON MBDIOAL TIDWai.

J

lU Cmrt •tatod ttet if U allow«d tb*M^«t toU •praad •§>"> A* 4«ltaM woold

hKTt « rigkt to brto( op Iwmly oc tUiij wItoMMt itU UIm4. It «f<wr«M Um •ppU«

mUob.
Jfr. /oAmmi, oa bthftlf of Um proMoutioa, tWa pro«Md«4 to »Unu Um Jar^, nwpt*

taUtlDf th* •TidMOt, and paaklag ia Ttrjr tUoBf Mnu •• to tlw dlMnpaaejr in tha

•dieal afldraaa. It waa wall kaowa that ao aitdioal aiaa oould bow ba pat iato tka

witaoM boi to aaka a dapailtioa, withoot kaTlag a crowd of aaplraati laadj to

eootradlet Um, aad dapoM to tba aaaot aoatrary.

J%t Judgt at thraa o'eloek, proeaadad to nm ap la a aoat maaterljr aaanor, aaal/a*

lac tha erldtaoa rary canAilljr. ObMrriag la tba eoana of kte remarks, tba tbaorlat of

tba medioal maa amauatad abaolalalj to aotblag, for ba waa lorry to la^ that iMdlaal

m«a now oama into tha Court prtparad to doubt of oTary thing ; alBMOt at their own
aziatoaoe. We have first tha arideaoe of tha medioal gaatlemaa who attended the da>

oeased daring her lift time aad performed the examination of her bodj after death. The*
the eridence of another medical gaatleraaa who bad tha next best opportnaitj, namelf,

that of being present at aad assisting at that examlnatton. Then (^ two other gentle«

men who being here present la court aad baring beard tha whole of tha eridenoe, ear*

roborating the eridenoe of the two priaelpal medioal witnesses, and agreeiag with them ia

the opiolon that death was caused bjr external riolenoe. But then a most extraordiaarx

line of defcnoe is set up by prisoner's counsel, (whose duty It is to do all In his power for

bis client,) that deceased did not die of the ii^aries she reoeired (one says they did not

hurt her), but that she died in the ordinary oourse of nature, aad that the disease which

carried her otf was apoplexy, and four medical men are brought here in support of that

position. The counsel for the crown has well told you that no where but in England

is such latitude allowed to prisoners counsel, as to summon any number of scientifio

witnesses, knowing nothing of the case, to giro an opinion. It has there grown Into

an abuse, for no cue, howerer tririal, can be there disposed of, without a host of aspi-

rants for fame mihlng to the court to throw doubts upon erery thing.

It has there grown into an abuse ; it is becoming a nuinanoe here to which it is high

time to put a stop. I shall not dwell upon the eridence of the four medical men for

the defence, for throe of them were, as you obserre, compelled to admit that death must

hare been accelerated by the ill treatment. All except one. Dr. Orslk, who says it did

her no harm inasmuch as she was accustomed to it. Oontlemen, this is a point upon

which you are as capable ofJudging as any medical man, and your common sense must

be your guide.

It is much to be regretted that medical science has not attained a greater degree of

precision, than, Judging by the exhibitions of its rotaries latterly in criminal courts, it

seems to hare attained, where technicalities and sophisms are indulged in to the exclu-

sion, seemingly, ofcommon sense, and where medical men so widely differ upon pointa

where non professional persons would hare no difficulty in arriring at some conclusion.

Medicnl eridence of a proper character is of the highest ralue, and being of such ralue,

its legitimate limits should be well defined ; and medical men prerented fVom becoming

the alrocate of the prisoner : and if courts of law do not censure the unjust interferenca

with the purity of medical eridence, the results to society would be terrible.

The Jury returned a rerdict of " Guilty of Manslaughter," and prisoner was sentenced

to 10 years imprisonment in the Penitentiary.

The evidenee of the medioal men for the defence, is perhaps, the best eom-

ment that could be offered, and the only comment which (considering the dis-

tance which separates some of them in profesBional experience and reputation

firom the writer,) prudence would suggest. Yet as no remark of mine will b«

penned in a spirit of harshness, ill-nature or disrespect, I may be permitted to

follow some of the more remarkable statements to their legitimate oonolueioD. .


