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himself on more than one trying occasion ; not

least amonir thi*m, in having the moral courage
to carry British troops, at a lime (diirinj^ the

Canadian rehplllon) when no other conveynnnc
was open to tliRm. He and his vessel are held

in universal respect, both by his own country-

men and ours; and no man ever enjoyed the

popular e'^tt'em. who, in his sphere of action,

'-'ini nnd wore it better than this gentleman.
By means of this floating palace we were soon

in the United States again, and called that even-
ing .it Burlington ; a pretty town, where we lay

an hour or so. We reached Whitehall, where
we were to disembark, at six next morning ; and
might have done so earlier, but that these steam-
boats lie by for some hours in the night, in con-
sequence of the lake becoming rery narrow at

that part of the journey, and difficult of naviga-
tion in the dark. Its width is so contracted at

one point, indeed, that they are obliged to warp
round by means of a rope.

After breakfasting at Whitehall, we took the
stage-coach fur Albany : a large and busy town,
where we arrived between five and six o'clock

that afternoon, after a very hot day's journey,

for we were now in the height of summer again.

At seven we started for New-York on board a
great North River steamboat, which was so
crowded with passengers that the upper deck
was like the box lobby of a theatre between the

Sieces, and the lower one like Tottenham Court
load on a Saturday night. But we slept soundly,

notwithstanding, and soon after five o'clock next
morning, reached New-York.

Tarrying here only that day and night to re-

cruit after our late fatigues, we started ofT once
more upon our last journey in America. We
had yet five days to spare before embarking for

England, and I had a great desire to see " the
Shaker Village," which is peopled by a reli-

gious sect from whom it takes its name.
To this end we went up the North River

again, as far as the town of Hudson, and there
hired an extra to carry us to Lebanon, thirty

miles distant : and of course another and a dif-

ferent Lebanon from that village where I slept
on the night of the prairie trip.

The country through which the road mean-
dered was rich and beautiful ; the weather very
fine ; and for many miles the Caatskill Mount-
ains, where Rip Van Winkle and the ghastly
Dutchmen played at ninepins one memorable
gusty afternoon, towered in the blue distance
like stately clouds. At one point, as we as-
cended a steep hill, athwart whose base a rail-

road, yet constructing, took its course, we came
apon an Irish colony. With means at hand of
building decent cabins, it was wonderful to see
how clumsy, rough, and wretched, its hovels
were. The best were poor protection from the
weather; the worst let in the wind and rain
through wide breaches in the roofs of sodden
grass, and in the walls of mud ; some had nei-

ther door nor window ; some had nearly fallen

down, and were imperfectly propped up by
takes and poles; all were ruinous and filthy.

Hideously ugly old women and very buxom
young ones, pigs, dogs, men, children, babies,
pots, kettles, dunghills, vile refuse, rank straw,
and standing water, all wallowing together in

an inseparable heap, composed the furniture of
every dark and dirty hut.

Between nine and ten o'clock at night wo ar-

rived at I^banon : which is renowned for its

warm baths, and for a great hotel, well adapted,
I have no doubt, to the gregarious taste of those
seekers after health or pleasure who repair here,

but inexpi • iibly comfortless to me. Wc wero
shown into an immense apartment, lighted by
two dim candlos, called the drawing-room, from
which there was a descent by a flight of steps
to another vast desert called the dining-room

:

our bed-chambers were anwng certain Ions rows
of little whitewashed cells, which opened from
either side of a dreary passage ; and were so
like rooms in a prison that 1 half expected to be
locked up when I went to bed, and listened in-

voluntarily for the turning of the key on the out-

side. There need be baths somewhere in the
neighbourhood, for the other washing arrange-
ments were on as limited a scale as I ever saw,
even in America : indeed, these bed-rooms were
so very bare of even such common luxuries as
chairs, that I should say they were not provided
with enough of anything, but that I bethink my-
self of our having been most bountifully bitten
all night.

The house is very pleasantly situated, how-
ever, and we had a good breakfast. That done,
we went to visit our place of destination, which
was some two miles ofl^, and the way to which
was soon indicated by a finger- post, whereon
was painted " To the Shaker Village."

As we rode along we passed a party of Sha-
kers, who were at work upon the road ; who
wore the broadest of all broad-brimmed hats ;

and were in all visible respects such very wood-
en men, that I felt about as much sympathy for

them, and as much interest in them, as if they
had been so many figure-heads of ships. Pres-
ently we came to the beginning of the village,

and alighting at the door of the house where the
Shaker manufactures are sold, and which is the
bead-quarters of the elders, requested permis-
sion to see the Shaker worship.

Pending the conveyance of this request to
some person in authority, we walked into a grim
room, where several grim hats were hanging on
grim pegs, and the time was grimly told by a
grim clock, which uttered evey tick with a kind
of struggle, as if it broke the grim silence re-
luctantly, and under protest. Ranged against
the wall were six or eight stifl; high-backed
chairs, and they partook so strongly of the gen-
eral grimness, that one would much rather have
sat on the floor than incurred the smallest ob<
ligation to any of them.

Presently there stalked into this apartment a
grim old Shaker, with eyes as hard, and dull,

and cold, as the great round metal buttons on
his coat and waistcoat : a sort of calm goblin.

Being informed of our desire, he produced a
newspaper wherin the body of elders, whereof
he was a member, had advertised but a few
days before, that in consequence of certain un-
seemly interruptions which their worship had
received from strangers, their chapel was closed
to the public for the space of one year.

As nothing was to be urged in opposition to
this reasonable arrangement, we requested leave
to make some trifling purchases of Shaker
goods, which was grimly conceded. We ao-
cordingly repaired to a store in the same house
and on the opposite side of the passage, where


