
The thyroid gland was enlarged bilaterally and rather soft. '

His pulse wap of low tension, soft and rapid, beating 150 to the

minute. The heart sounds were normal. The respirations were

increased in number, but the lungs themselves appeared free from

disease.

The urine was pale and clear, acid in reaction, sp. gr. 1035 ; a small

quantity of albumen was present and a large amount of sugar. *^

The nervous system was not abnormal further than is implied in

the symptoms just mentioned.

He was admitted to the wards for a few days and further notes of

the case were made by Dr. Fry, the house physican. During his

sojourn he had slight pyrexia, a constantly rapid pulse, persistent

nervousness and excitability. The glycosuria remained unaltered in

amount, though there was never marked polyuria. He was discharged

after twelve days and for a short time only attended the dispensary.

Just one year later he returned to the out-patient department of the

hospital, where I again examined him. He had maintained fair

health in the interval ; the goitre had somewhat increased in size, and

there was still a large quantity of sugar in the urine.
,

The above notes, which though brief, state the main features of the

case, are sufficient to render it certain that we were dealing with a

case of true diabetes associated with Grave's disease, and not merely

a transitory glycosuria. And their con(!urrence is especially interest-

ing in view of the numerous analogies which may be formulated in

their respective etiologies and morbid anatomy. In both diseases,

for example, heredity is thought to play a part ; both occur in neurotic

individuals, and not infrequently are preceded by great mental excite-

ment, worry, fright, etc., sometimes, too, after trauma, and in both we
find individuals affected at the same period of life.

Regarding the morbid anatomy, it is recognized that in both of

these affections lesions of the sympathetic system are often manifest,

or agiEiin, injuries of the fourth ventricle, tumours, haemorrhages,

parasites, etc., while experimentally evidence may be adduced to some

extent along these same lines.

That some definite analogy exists would further appear evident in

view of the experiments recently made by Falkenberg upon dogs.

He records that in several instances the extirpation of the thyroid

gland has been superseded by diabetes.

Perhaps the most suggestive work upon this subject is that of

Laucereaux, who in a clinical lecture published in the Semaine Midi-

cale of March, 1895, discusses the subject of trophoneurosis. He


