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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

to the diftance of above a hundred paces. Thefe fmall arrows are al-

ways poifoned. Fermin. Defer, de Surin. i. 55. Bancroft's Hift. of

Guiana, p. 281, &:c. The Sarbacane is much ufed by the Eaft

Indians.

NOTE LXXX. p. 375.

T Might produce many inftances r'^ s, but fliall fatisfy myfelf with

one, taken from the El; aux. Their greateftinge «'.r^ (lays

Mr. Ellis) is Ihewn in the ftrufture of their bows, made commonly of

three pieces of wood, each making part of the fame arch, very

nicely and exaftly joined together. They are commonly of fir or

larch •, and as this wants (Irength and elafticity, they fupply both by

bracing the back of the bow, with a kind of thread, or line, made of

the fmews of their deer, and the bow-ftring of the fame materials. To
make them draw more ftiffly, they dip them into water, which caufes

both the back of the bow and the firing to contraft, and confequent-

ly gives it the greater force j and as they praftife from their youth, they

flioot with very great dexterity." Voyage to Hudfon's Bay, p. 138.

NOTE LXXXI. p. zy6.

^ECESSITY is the great prompter and guide of mankind in

their inventions. There is, however, fuch inequality in fome

parts of their progrefs, and fome nations get fo far the dart of others

in circumftances nearly fimilar, that we mud afcribe this to fome

events in their flory, or to fome peculiarity in their fituation with

which we are unacquainted. The people in the ifland of Otaheite,

lately difcovered in the South Sea, far excel mod of the Americans

in the knowledge and praftice of the arts of ingenuity, and yet they

had not invented any method of boiling water, and having no veflcl

that would bear the fire, they had no more idea that water could be

made hor, than that it could be made folid. Voyages by Hawkefworth,

i. 466. 484.
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