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The subject of Life Assurance, •which I have chorcii to

bring under your conelderalion this evening, admits of being

treated Avith advantage in various ;vays. It uu<i;ht be treated

historically—statistically—Ecientifically. And in each of

these ways there would come out many intcrcrting facts, anii

many important principles. My present object, howcvcrj

does not require me, except incidentally and to a limited extent,

to treat the subject in any of these ways- That object is of

tho simplest and most practical kind, and way be ^tattd in a

word. It is to induce as many people as possible to insure

th*- ir lives,—or, in other words, by means of the facilities

atiorded by Life Assurance Companies^ to ensure for tljcir

families, a pecuniary provision, in the event of their own
death. It appears to mc that tlieir doing so is a ^vay—and

tlie only Avay—and a laudable, honorable and tafc way, of

preventing a very large amount of human wretcliedness, and


