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Hurrenderin^ that which your fat hors hold mont dear .^ Under

tho broud folds of the Union Jack wo onjoy the mo»t ample

liberty to govern oursolvoH an wo please and at the Hame time we

participate in the advantagoH which tlow from aNHO(;iation with

the mi^htioHt empire the world hoH over seen. Not only are wo

free to manage our domestic concorriH, but, practically, we poar'-ess

the priviloji^o of making our own troaties with foreign countrioH

and in our relations with the outside world wo enjoy the prestige

inspired by a consciousnosH of the fact that behind uh towerd the

majesty of Flngland.

The quuation which you will shortly be called upon t^) deter-

mine rosolvos itsolf int^ this, shall wo endanger our possession

of the groat horitage boquoathod to us by our fathers and submit

ourBolves to direct taxation for the privilege of having our tariif

fixed at Washington, with a prospect of ultimately becoming a

portion of the American union ?

I commend these issues to your determination and to tho judg-

ment of the whole people of Canada with an uncloude<l coritidonce

that you will proclaim to the world your resolve to show your-

selves not unworthy of the proud distinction you enjoy, of being

numbered am >ng tho most dutiful and loyal subjoctii of our

beloved (^uoon.

As for myself, my course is clear. A British subject I was

born, a British subject 1 will dio. With my utmost effort, with

m ' latest broi th, will I oppose the " veiled treason" which

attempts, by sordid means and mercenary proffers, to lure our

people from thcii- allegiance. During my long public service of

nearly half a century I havo been true to my (iountry and ita best

interest, and I appeal wilii equal confidence to tho men who
have trusted mo in the past and to thoyoimg hope of tho country,

with whom rests its destinies in tho future, to give um their

united and strenuous aid in this my last effort for tho unity of

the Empire and the preservation of our commercial and political

freedom.

I remain, gentlemen,

Your faithful horvant,

JOHN A. MACDONALD.
Ottawa, 7lh February, 1881.
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