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HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT.

So unaffected is the life at Rideau
Hall that it shows almost a republican
simplicity when compared with the cer-

emony and parade kept up in many of

the great country houses in England.
No court etiquette is observed, and only
the rules of good manners are adhered
to. It is the very evident desire of the
Governor-General and Princess to make
all those who enter their home feel wel-

come and at their ease. The public sees

very little bej'ond the usual formalities

surrounding the two chief personages of

the Dominion. Their home life is jea-

lously guarded from the world.

I often think, when I see the flag which
always floats over Rideau Hall when the

Princess is there, what a change has come
into her life. " Piccadilly and green pas-

tures"—London and Ottawa. Brilliancy,

art, culture, and caste—and a crude little

city, struggling in the cliaos of newness
and the doubt of permanency. And I

fall to wondering what her feelings were
that bleak November day, when she

drove, just at night-fall, under the drip-

ping and leafless trees, up to the door of

Rideau Hall. Velvet lawns had been ex-

changed for a soaked meadow turf, and a
palace for a comfortable, roomy, old-fash-

ioned home. The life she was leaving be-

hind her had filled her aesthetic nature,

and the one to which she was coming
could only have as its greatest merit, in

her eyes, novelty.

It Avould not be very strange if she were
not happy here, for if we look back over
the two years she has spent with us,

enough has happened to associate sorrow
with Canada. The death of her favorite

sister, the Princess Alice, which followed

clo.sely her coming, filled the first months
of her stay with grief. Of course she
was surrounded with an atmosphere of

sympathy, but, after all, she was sepa-

rated from those who felt the grief in all

its bitterness with her. But even this

was only allowed to very briefly interrupt

the gayeties at the Government House.
She assumed these duties, and bi-avely

performed them in spite of the mourning
of which her face attested the sincerity.

Then came the shocking accident which
almost cost her her life, and which has

left her in a state against which a contin-

ual struggle must be made to prevent her
sinking into confirmed invalidism. Of
late she has been trying the effect of trav-

el. During her absence Lord Lome has
to a great extent supijorted her role as

no-^


