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Well, Mr. Page, the chief engineer, when he penned that
paragraph, must have reckoned on an entire want of know-
ledge by the Govornmont, owing to his having concealed
from them the true state of affairs, and ho must have reck-

oned on their lack of knowledge in regard to the couc*ition

of the banks when ho said that three times the length of

the dan:.s is the whole distance. Why, tbo hagth of the
bank that isur.BOunJ, f.nd wLich be cannot make wafo by
the plan he proposes, is bet voon foar and live miles, and the
length of the dams which we ask hin to construct so as to

give us a free inland canal, safe at all times and which will

furnish water tor navigation and for manufacturing pur-

;))9eB, is as follows ; One jf about 300 feet and another of

)0 feet, or altogether 900 loet, as against the distance of
five miles. And we must not forget that the construction

of those two dams would give us an inland lake over 15,000
feet long, with i depth at the head of not less than 18 feet

and at the foot of 43 feet, an average depth of 34 feet and
1,200 feet wide. Is that not a desirable object to be at-

tained, although Mr. Page says it would be six miles away
from the foot of the Cornwall Canal. That is true ; but
the construction of that dam would give an unlimited
water power in the village of Old Mille iJoches. It would
furnish power for many manufacturing establishments and
would give employment to many thousands of hands,
whereas tt>-day very frequently the mills in Cornwall are
stopped for lack of water in the canal. Speaking of the
water in the canal, let me point out to the Government the
dangers of the tortuou ) entry to that canal. There could
be nothing worse. Vessels frequently go against the piers

and their cargoes are injured or lost. And we are to be
told by the chief engineer of this country that we must
construct the canal where defective, and that we must retain

the same unsafe and unsatisfactory entrance ? Let me call

the attention of the Government to the change it is proposed
to r .ake in the construction of the canal. We say, and wo
say it advisedly, and I shall be able to prove it if the best

engineering talent be consulted, that Lock 19 should not be
put under contract at all, but the head of the canal should
be placed at Lock 20 instead of at the head of the Long
Sault. Instead of taking vessels through lock after look and
consuming, as they do, from ten to twelve hours in passing

from the head to the foot ofthe canal, by the plan proposed,

which will make the canal safe, and so that it oan never
break away, we shall reduce the time oousumed in

passing from ten to twelve hours down to four to six hours.

Is not this an important matter to be considered in the


