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right, or to continue the shipbuilding pro-
gramme at the expense of the country; but
it did seem deairable, if feasible, to continue
having ships built in Canada, Vhereby
preventîng the closîng down of that industry
both on the Pacific and the Atlantic coast,
and the Vhrowing out of employment of
approximately 25,000 men now engaged in
shipbuilding, and an almnost equal number
engaged in subsidiary industries which
construet the materials which must go into
the building of shipa; engines, etc. There
is a demand for chips that is not satisfied.
There ia capital avaîlable in foreign coun-
tries, one in particular, that would like to
obtaîn ships; but Vhey cannot furnish the
cash to -purchase those ships in this country
at this time because of the tremendous lo.ss
they wouid sustain by reason o! exchange.
Therefore it did seem feasible to provide
some means whereby the country, at no
expense Vo itself, and with ample security,
would be in a position Vo assist in continuing
the shipbuilding industry until the now
disorganized exchange situation becomes
more normal, after which time it is hoped
that the industry will be contînued indef-
initelv and permanently in the ordinary
run oi business. It is well known that shipa
can be produced in this. country as cheaply
as they can be even in English and Scotch
yards. The shiphuilders there cannot supply
the demand, because they cannot get suf-
ficient materials at the moment, and are
refusing orders, and the purchasers o! the
world are an.xious Vo come to Canada because
of the financial situation which I briefly
referred Vo, as they find themselves unable
to .-et the cash at the moment.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: On what does
the honourable gentleman make his state-
ment thbat other countries are anxious to
place orders here?

Hon. Mr. ýROBERTISOjN: On information
t-hat bhas come to the Government, and
inquiries made by those wanting te pur-
chase shi.ps in this country.

Hon. Mr. DANDURA'ND: What cibjeiction
ire there to ]aving that information on the
table?

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON: I have flot the
information Vo lay on the table. If thic
measure passes, in ail probability it wili
not cost tlie Government or the people ai
Canada one cing-le dollar. Each ship is Vo
stand on ils own bottom, not as belonging Vo
any one corporation, or combination and is
Vo be ils own security for the Government of
Canada, -which would by this means- be
amply eecured for about 50 per cent o! the

co6t. Il it happened that the owners, who
must put up 25 pet cent of the cost of
eaieh ship in cash, failed to meet their
liability, together 'with the additional 25 per
cent 'which the shiphuilder himself murst
be prepared, to ris< before the Government
is in any way implicatedi, they -must lose
their învestment and the Government bas
the first security upon the aship. So it must
be adm*itted the ships themselves
constitute an ample security for the guar-
antee which *the Governiment makes, and it
will retain, for Canada this imtportant in-
dustry, and guarantee emp.loyment to any-
where from 40,000 to 50,000 men at a period
of time which we are now approaching,
when the -prospect of unenmployment during
the coming winter and the next year is one
for very grave concern. From the stand-
point not on-ly of maintaining the industry
itself, but of lenoding such aid as we can to
provide einployment for the large number
of skilled workmen who *might otherwiee
emigrate from the country, and, without any
risk or cost to the country, this is a decsirable
measure, and I hope it wi1l pasc.

Hon. Mir. DOMVILLE: My honourable
friand. does. not reach the bottom of this
question. He has said, it takes iron to build
thoce ships. Undoubtedly, unless you
make them of something else. But where is
the ion to corne from unless this country
produces it? From the merger, absolutely.
The current &tory iG that they are giving
20 per cent, or promieing it,. for taking up
their ctock. The-, have had aLI this m'oney
tiiere, and theY coudd easily negotiate an
exchange -for the shipbuil1ding through New
York, noV from our baciks, who are plead-
ing in forma pauperi8 b'aoked, up by a great
many people who say there îs no rooney;
but il you go down our way you will. find irom
50 Vo 200 littie Chinese ehopa collecting
interest, but they do not w.ant Vo lend it.
That money la being produced for the
benefit of aomnebody. I am flot finding f ault
with the Inerger; I hope they will rob ail
Canada, for the peoiple are green enough for
it. A member of the House o! Gommons
who ie a ahiphuilder has ransferred hiis
business from St. John to Syd.ney; he is a
director. To -mY knowledge, and every-
body's knowledge--

Hon. MT. MURPHY: Who waa that?

Hon. M.r. DOMVILLE: You must a.sk the
cool,; I a.m not going Vo give anybody's
naine. 1 could. give the naine, if challenged,
but it ir. ulnnecessary; àl is a. natter that
has gone to the public press. When Mac-


