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lines of the section, and lie can only order under which an Indian wlo becomes en-
that a certain perc-intage or portion shall be franchised cati be paid his sla't'e of the
set aside to forni a fund for the said pur- moneys of a band unless the band takes
poses. Moreover, while the section, as it action under section ninety-three for
stands, provides for contribution.being made the general enfranchisenient of its mernbers.
to schools, and although it has been held The departrent has been asked by enfran-
that capital may, under that section, be ex- chised Indians for their share of their band's
pended in building schools to be attended moneys, and as it is thought that Indians
by the Indians, it is thought well to have who so desire and are found qualified should
the proposed words added so as to inake the be given their share of the capital, as well
point perfectly clear. It bas been held that as of the land of the band, and thus be
the construction of roads included the build- entirely removed froin the guardianship of
ing of bridges, but doubt has been thrown the deparîment. Ai that part of section
upon that inter, retation; it has, therefore, 93 (beginning at the twelfth ine) which
been thought well to insert the word provides for the paymeit of band funds, &c.,
"bridges " and also the words " ditches and to enfranchise Indians when the whole band
water courses," so as to prevent any diffi- decide upon enfranchisement, has therefore
culty arising in future, as it is necessary een embodied in section 88a, which clause
that the Governor in Council should have 4 of the bil proposes to add b the Act,
the power to expend the capitil of a band, in such a way as b make the pro-
in doing such work wi hout the consent of visions as to paynent of baud nioneys
the band, for otherwise roads leading apply to cases of individual enfranchisenent.
through reserves might be allowed to get As the new section 8 8 a contains ail neccs-
into such a condition as to detrimentally sary provisions for the payment to enfran-
effect the interests of dwellers in neighbour- chised Indians of their share of band moneys,
ing settlements, and if the Governor in it is not necessary to repeat then, and
Council has not power to build and support! clause 5 of the present bih, therefore, pro-
schools out of such money without the con- vides that section 93 of the Act wbicb con.
sent of the Indians, it will be in the hands tains the provisions embodied in sectinn 88a
of the Indians to impede th, Indian be repealed, and a short section substituted,
educational pol;cy of the government. which simply provides for bauds taking
Clause 3 of the bill substitutes a new action for general enfranchisement, and
section for section 75 of the Act. Under makes ail provisions as 10 enfranchisenient
the law as it stands, it would appear that of individuai Indians app1 in such cases.
the Governor in Council has only power to Lt bas been found that section 114 of the
depose chiefs cliosen under the elective sys-' Act as it stands is insufficient to prevent
teni after the saine lias been applied to the'the holding of such Indian festivals such as
band by Order in Council. As there are the Potlach or Tawauawas. The late Chief
very many bands in which the system has Justice of British Columbia expressed the
not been app.ied and cases have arisen in opinion that it would be difficult to convict
which the interests of such bands call for under it. It bas been held that the more
the removal of chiefs on account of immor- designation of the festival ur dance, such as
ality, &c., it has been telt that the law the Potiach or Tamanawas is not sufficient for
should be so amended as to make it clear conviction of an Indian or other person eî-
that the Governor in Council has power to gaging or assisting in celebrating it, but that
remove any chief for the causes mentioned wbat is done thereat, whicb constitutes the
in the section. In amending the section it offence, must likewise be describ-d. As
is thought well to wipe out the distinction there is a similu' dance to the Potlach cele-
between head chief and second chief, as in bratel by the Indian bauds in the North-
councils chosen under the elective system west Territories, knovn as Onîas-ko-sin-iuoo-
the distinction has no significance and only wok or "grass dance," commonlv ktiown as
tends to confusion. The law as it stands G' . away dance," and there are, no
make the maximum nunber of chiefs which doubt, Indian celebrations of the sane char-
a band may have six head chiefs and twelve acte' elsewbere, ail of which consist of the
second chiefs. The proposed amendment'giving away, partiug with, or excbanging of
mnakes fifteen the maximum number of chiefs. large quantities of per onal effeets, soue-
In tie Iaw as it stands there is no provisioný times aIl that the pai ticipants own, and it is
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