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Customs Tariff

The third reading stage aifords us an ideal opportunity to
review the remarks of the Parliamentary Secretary wbo gat
sidetracked in a iengtby explanation an the merits af free
trade, or rather an the disadvantages of protectianism. The
Pariiamentary Secretary bad bis say against pratectianism but
1 wauld like ta know wbether he thinks tbat, in some cases,
Canadians simply have ta protect their industries.

1 have twa industries in mmnd, tbe footwear industry, for
example, wbicb at this very moment is trying ta convince the
Gavernment ta take a protectionist approach ta save jobs in
that sectar. 1 regret having ta say this, Mr. Speaker, but 1 have
the impression that the Parliamentary Secretary had bis
speech draited by officiais ai the Department ai Finance wha
live in a warld ai their awn. In taday's real warld tbausands ai
jobs are an the uine in the iaotwear industry. The Han. Mem-
ber for Saint-Jean (Mr. Bissonnette) knows full weil that the
textile industry empiays tbausands ai warkers in bis awn
riding. That is wby 1 find it bard ta believe that the Parliamen-
tary Secretary-presumabiy a Member wba remains true ta
his origins-does not knaw the reai situatian in Quebec and in
Canada, and I think hie sbauid nat risc in the Hause ta deliver
speeches written for hlm by public servants wha bave lost
taucb with reality.

Mr. Speaker, 1 arn canvinced that the people iram, LaSalie,
many ai wbam 1 knaw are employed in the textile and foot-
wear industries, wauid nat support the position ai their elected
representative wha bas stated that we sbauld fight against
pratectianism at ail cost. Even at the cast ai many jobs in the
Saint-Jean riding? I arn sure that the Minister ai State far
Srnali Businesses (Mr. Bissannette) wauld nat accept that. 1
hope hie will succeed in the representatians which hie is making
and which 1 support, because that wauld also mean jabs for my
awn riding, as weil as the whaie textile, clothing and iaotwear
industries in the Eastern Townships. It is aIl very weil for the
Pariiamentary Secretary ta intraduce a bill and praise the
virtues nat anly ai free trade, but especially ai the Prime
Minister. We understand why he is praising tbe virtues ai the
Prime Minister.

Mr. Speaker, 1 suggest that, as an eiected member ai
Parliament, the iirst and ioremost duty ai the Pariiamentary
Secretary is ta protect bis canstituents, and hie shauld place tbe
interests ai his constituents above the advancement ai bis awn
career. He shouid not take everything the Prime Minister says
as Gospel truth. That is a mistake an the part ai the Parlia-
mentary Secretary. He should nat let bis desire for a ministeri-
ai appointment biind him, Mr. Speaker.

Over the past iew weeks, we have had the apportunity ta
hear debates cancerning matters ai wbich tbe Parliamentary
Secretary was periectiy aware. For instance, the Commercial
Bank ai Canada fiasco. Mr. Speaker, 1 just cannat understand
bow the Parliamentary Secretary can accept witbout flinching
ta share the responsibilities in this matter.

*(1730)

Mr. Speaker, 1 wonder ta wbat extent, in the current debate
... and 1 regret the Minister's decision ta entrust bis secand-
in-cammand witb the responsibility ta expiain ta us nat oniy
the detaiis ai this important legisiation, but the wbale phiiosa-
pby behind it. That is an aspect ai this Government whicb i
find samewbat disquieting. A while aga, there were bardiy any
Ministers in the House; naw, there are a few ai tbem, but they
do nat appear ta be too cancerned about the cansequences ai
the Pariiamentary Secretary's statement. 1 can see the Minis-
ter ai State far Smali Businesses and, because bie is a very
realistic man, 1 knaw that be did not agree witb the Parliamen-
tary Secretary when he said that we bave ta figbt against
pratectianism at ail cast. Over the next iew weeks and mantbs,
Mr. Speaker, we are going t--

1 think the Minister wauld like ta rise an a point ai order.
Please.

Mr. Bissonnette: Mr. Speaker, wben the Hon. Member far
Sheiford (Mr. Lapierre) says and makes the assumption that i
do nat agree witb the Bill, 1 wauld like ta have same expiana-
tion as ta wby the Han. Member for Shefford tbinks i do nat
agree with this legisiatian.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Paproski): We are nat in the
periad pravided for questions and answers, and that is not a
point ai arder. The Han. Member far Shefiard (Mr. Lapierre)
has the floar; the Hon. Minister can repiy iater.

[Translation]

Mr. Lapierre: Ta accommodate the Minister, wha is nat
acquainted witb aur Standing Orders, i certainiy wiii answer
him, and 1 hope hie wiii soon be an this side ai the Hause sa hie
can ask mare questions and we wili be able ta answer them in
greater detail.

Meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, let me explain wbat the reai
situation is. This Bill, and especiaily the speech made by the
Parliamentary Secretary ta intraduce the Bill .. . The Pariia-
mentary Secretary said we bad ta figbt pratectianism at any
cost. Naw, on the assumption that the Minister ai State for
Smali Businesses (Mr. Bissonnette) is an intelligent man wba
pratects the interests ai bis constituents, 1 also assumed that bie
couid nat go along witb the statement that pratectionism bad
ta be controlied at any cost.

Mr. Speaker, I know the Hon. Member far Saint-Jean and
Minister ai State for Smail Businesses is cancerned about the
well-being ai bis constituents, and if that were not tbe case I
would be terribiy disappointed. 1 am sure that in the montbs ta
came, bis constituents; wiii be able ta test bim and find out ta
wbat extent be is prepared ta defend their interests. Then we
wiil know wbether the Minister ai State for Smali Businesses
is Quebec's spokesman in Ottawa or wbether hie is naw, as bie
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