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for our farm products of different kinds. If so,
the board that is in existence during that
period of timo will ho keeping a check on
what is happening during that period, com-
paring it with what happened during the war
period; and immediately there is any necessity
for taking action in connection with any farm.
product, authority is givon the board under
this legîsiation to purchase a surplus of that
farm prodtict at the floor price which the
government of the day considers to be a
reasonable floor in the light of ail the facts
existing in connection with the case.

I arn askod, what will tbey do witb ail that,
will they get rid of if? I can assure bon.
members that if I arn minister charged with
the task, there will flot be any of it that will
ho burned or dumped into the ocean or into
the lake. One thîng has been demonstrated f0
us during the war, and as a matter of fact we
have always known it. We have always known
that there are aroas in the world whero tbere
are famines from time to time. There are
areas where great masses of the population are
neyer properly fed, and there has neyer heen
a time when. it would flot have been possible
to take ail the food commodities of Canada
and send them to some place where someone
could have made use of tbem. Unfortunately,
in the past we have kept our actions of that
kind limifed pretty much to the people that
we know most about. But we are entering
upon a period whon one can leave bis home
in any part of the world and ho in any other
part of the world in which he wishes to land
sometime wifhin the next twenty-four or f orty-
eight hours. Therefore the radius of our
activities and our friendships and ail that
kind of thing wi11 be very much wider wben
this war is over than fbey have ever been
before. I ar n ft worrying about finding some
place where we can put the surplus food of a
country that bas only tweive million people in
it to start with.

At six o'clock the bouse took recess.

After Recess
The house resumed at eighf o'clock.

Mr. GARDINER: Before the dinner recess
I was dealing witb some of the points that
were suggested by bon. members opposite,
particulariy the questions raised by the hon.
member for Lake Centre (Mr. Diefenbaker)
and the bon. member for Lethbridge (Mr.
Blackmore). Perhaps I can best sum up the
answers I s-hould ljke f0 give to thoso ques-
tions by sayîng that it would not be fair to the
farmers of Canada f0 do certain things in the
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transition period. First, I should say it would
nlot be fair to order them, immediafely the
war is over, to reduce production to the level
at which if is certain the commodities could
ho sold at a given prico. I was asked what
we wero going to do, provided that wo had
great surpluses, and I cail attention to what
I have just stated as an answer to that
question. and f0 repent*what I said just before
the dinner recess. During this war period
we have been asked to increase production to
the limit in order to provide food to those of
our allies who require if, as well as f0 our own
people. I repeat thaf if would be unfair to
the farmers, immediafely the war is over, f0
say they must reduce their production f0 the
point wherc everything they produce can ho
disposcd of at a given price. And 1 would
state that this bill contains provision for
dealing with a situation whero a given price is
essential for unconfrolled production during
the transition period.

Then I should say it would ho unfair to the
farmer immediafely to require him to soul at
the cost of production, witbout considering
at ail any basses ho sustained because of the
war or any -returns ho was deniod through the
controls establisbod during the war. The sug-
gestion was made that farmers had been
denied returns in the eariier part of the war
and that just at the time, when in the ordin-
ary course of events, according to the exper-
ionces of the last war, ho would have reaped
some returns wbich would have been helpfui
f0 him, ceilings wero placed upon prices, as
a resulf of which ho was donied as groat a
refurn as otherwise ho might have received.
Ail those matters would have to ho faken
into consideration during the transition period
along the linos I have suggosted.

Thon, f00, I should say it would ho unfair
to hold that because a farmer had an excop-
tionally good crop during the transition period
ho should ho prepared to accopt a low return
per unit, and I make that statomont also hased
upon whaf I said a few moments ago. During
the period of confrol, in 1942 the farmers had
ono of the besf crops fhey ever grew. They
had a vory fair crop in 1943, and it seoms
likely that this yoar fhoy will bave one of
their very best crops again. During theso three
years we have had prices controllod. I ar n ot
at aIl sure, and neither is anyo-ne in this bouse,
how many yýears longor thoso controls are
going f0 remain in effeot, but up to the
present the production of field crops bas been
far beyond whaf we had any righf fo expoot at
the time those controls were established. I
make that staternent in reply f0 the suggestion
of the hon. member for Lethbridge this affer-


