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Mr. RALSTON: That is about the finest
exhibition of shifty work I have witnessed.

An hon. MEMBER: Yeu should know.

Mr. RALSTON: I have given my hion.
friend the facts. I have been in my own con-
stituency, and talked with the men who gave
the informatien ta me. My cantentians are
an record in the department aver which my
hion. friend has central. However, if he is
quite content with it-

An hon. MEMBER: Give us the names.

Mr. GORDON: Yes, let. us have the naines.

Mr. RALSTON: The minister is nat in-
terested in them, at ail.

Mr. GORDON: Yes, I arn quite interested.

Mr. RALSTON: I believe the Minister
of Public Warks wishes te make a few coin-
ments.

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): Mr. Chairman,
I desire briefly ta reply te some cf the state-
ments made by the hon. member for Shel-
burne-Yarmoutli (Mr. Ralston). I wish te
assure him that when starting eut on this
program te relieve the unemployed the
gavernment and every member cf it kept in
mind the primary ebjeet of having the work
cenducted in every case se as te provide the
largest possible measure of relief te those in
need. I think my han. friend will admit
we had ne easy task, and that at times it
is impossible te conduct work of this kind
in a way which will lie absolutely fair and
satisfactory te aIl parties cenoerned. We
agree aIse that sametimes for some motive
or another camplaints are made which are net
well founded. Sometimes the motives are
political, and sometimes they are motives
equally unsatisfactory. 1 wish ta assure my
hion. friend that from the beginning the
Department of Public Works and the officiais
connected with it have realized their respon-
sibulity. We started out with the fixed
determination that as far as we could con-
trot the situation the work should lie given
te those wha most needed it. I arn net aware
that my hon. friend sent ta the department
any complaints whatever with respect te werk
in lis constituency. If hie did, such comn-
plaints were immediately investigated, and if
any abuses were faund they were cerrected
-not enly in his censtituency, but in every
other constituency fram which any cemplaints
came.

From the beginning the government lias
made a sinoere and honest, and, in large
measure, a very successful effort te meet the
unemployment situation in the administration

of these works. I arn going ta read ta my
hon. friend a letter that early in the season
was sent out from the Department of Publie
Works ta ail the district engineers. It is
dated November 25, 1931:
I)ear Sir--

It lias, in a few instances, been reported ta
the department that the spiri~t and intent of the
Unemployinent and Farm Relief Act, 1931, in
connection with employment of labour, have not
been fully lived up ta. The purpose of provid-
ing funds from which works would bie carried
out was ta give empîcyment ta the ýneedy and
this was ta be so arranged that; the funds avail-
able for payment of labour weuld lie distributed
as f airly as possible among those in tlie loeality
where work was beîng carried an who were
known ta lie in need, and in the firat instance
ta tliose wlio were also tlie support of depend-
ents.

Empîcyment was ta lie given ta parties in the
above category regard4less of political affiliations,
race or creed.

The departmnent wislies ta reiterate that
emplayment is ta be distributed as f airly as
possible among the people in the locality wliere
mioney i8 being expended by giving employment
ta those in need of funds ta sustain their
dependents and tliemselves, and wlio liave not
other resources ta carry tliem over the present
perýiod.

Employment is ta lie offered regardiese of any
political or religions affiliations, or racial stock.

In order tliat employment may bie distributed
amongst the needy as f airily as possible, the
authorities in the loeality who are mn a position
te know tlie circumetances of heads of fainilien,
,and who can be moet relied on ta furniali a list
of parties in need, are ta lie consulted, and the
men are ta lie engaged in rotation for a few
days at a time.

You will lie expeeted ta see, as f ar as possible,
that the spirit and intent of parliament in
granting the f unds for tliis purpose, and cf tlie
government in allotting the funds, are met.

Kindly let me know wliat your procedure is
in assuring this result.

That letter on the instructions of the head
cf the departmnent was sent by the chief
engineer te every district engineer. We have
many letters cf approval and commendation
as ta the way in which the works have been
carried an. As 1 have said, any complaint;
that came in was immediately investigated.
In some cases foremen were suspended, in
other cases they were dismnissed, and in every
instance a sincere attempt was made te rectify
anything that was net in keeping with the
spir it af this legislation and with the tenar
of these instructions.

Mr. VENIOT: The minister will admit that
his arders were net always ebeyed, then.

Mr. STEWART (Leeds): In some instances
they were not, and, as my hon. friend said,
in his constituency where they were net obeyed
the conditions were very speedily rectified.


