
MAROR 25, 1913

be noted that gentlemen on this sidt
af the Hause endeavaur ta approach th(
consideration of this inatter in a calmn and
judicial way, in contrast with, the somte-
what heated manner in which bon. gentle.
men opposite are considering it. The
Minister of Finance, for example, has giver
uis a dissertation on rules of order wbick
is sainawhat novel and which. indicateE
that he has peculiar views as ta the func*
tiens af the Speaker, views which arE
hardly in keeping with parliamentary por.
cedure and precedent. The Minister ci
Finance bas given us a dissertation wbicb
would incline us to believe that although
this tyro in parliamentary governmnent hae
be-en in the House for only a session and
a ball, he wants to instruct hon, gentlemen,
contrary-

Some hon. Mi,'MBERS: Oh.

Mr MACDONALD: Yes, excuse me-
cont.rary ta what bias been laid down by
such authoritiei as Bourinot and Erskine
May. The Finance Minister undeýrtook to
discues -the f acta as to what d1d or did not
occur on Saturday evening the 1-5th instant.
I was not preEent at the particular tirne
that you took the Chair, Mr. Speaker,_ and
my information in regard to what occurred
has ta be derived front 'Hansard.' I would
sayj, however, that as the Minister of
Finance reflects upon hion, gentlemen on
this aide of the Iluse, I see na reason why
i n this discussio>n we on this aide should
nat be permitted ta give our statement as

ta what occurred on Saturday e--vening, just
as weil as the Minister of Finance. For
my part I propose devoting myseif ta the
conaideration of the question as to whether
Mx. Speaker, under the ruies oi this House,
has the right to take the. Chair under sucb
conditions as ýexisted on Saturday evening.

The Minister of Finance tells us that the
Speaké'r of this House is a gentleman of
commanding authority, who can do practi-
cally what he pleases, free af criticism,
and that in the Spe&ker is vested somte
supreme, unusual, and arbitrary power
which. members of this House cannot ques-
tion. The Finance Minister, in justifica-
tion of bis position is forced ta go back
ta the days when Oliver Cromwell strode
into the Imperial Parliament at Westmin-
ster and, looking at the Mace, said: 'Take
away that bauble.' H1e is forced to go back
ta that period through the whoie hlstory of
parliamentary governiment in the Engliali
speaking world to find a precedent for the
incident he is attempting to justify. I eau
well understand that, imbued with that
saine spirit, the Minister of Finance would
justify the action ai tbe Chairman, or the
Speaker, and wauld suetain in an equally
arbitrary and unjust manner the breaking
af soute rule af this Hause which bas been
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respected fromt Urne immemariai. The
tSpeaker of this House bas certain rights

and pawers which are iounded on tbe ruies,
supplemented, in sa f ar as they are nat
specially covered in these ruies, by the
usage and practice af the Imperial Par-
hiantent existing in 1867. The Speaker of
this House bas not one whit more power
nar one tittle more right than is thus con-

*ferred upon him, and the imagination ai
the Minister ai Finance wili not bring down

*front Heaven nor fromt any other quarter
any special or unusual right except what
ia given to Mr. Speaker under these rules.

What is the condition of this Hause when
it is in Committee ai the Whale; how can

*it go into Cammittee ai the Whale, and
how can it corne out of Cammittee of the
Whoie? Aiter the Speaker leaves the Chair,
and the Chairman for the time being is in
charge of the Cammittee af the Whole, the
Chairman ai the committee bas certain ab-
solute and defined rights settled by the
rules ai this Parliament, settled by the
usage ai the Imperial Parliament, rights
just as strong, just as settled, just as de-
finite as'are the rules which govern Mr.
Speaker wben he is in the Chair. And
neither Mr. Speaker nor any other ment-
ber ai this bouse has the right ta trans-
gress upon the rights ai the Chairman ai
the cammittee any more than he has the
right ta transgress any other rule ai the
bouse. Let us see what Redlich, volume II,
page 199, has ta say on the statua ai Coim-
mittee of the Whole.

The Passage fronm the Hanuse ta coin-
mittee ie marked .by certain accampanying
circumestances. Firet, tthe Chairinan ie
changed. In place of the Speaker the perman-
ent Chairman ai cammnittees, chosen at the
beginning ai a new parliament presides. The
Speaker and the Clork ai thelbouse leave the
chamber.

That fa under tbe English practice and 1
will show front Bourinat that the Speaker
in the Canadian Parliament occupies an
entirely different position, because he bas
the right ta remain in tbe Chamber and
take part in the deliberatians ai the coin-
mittee, and ta that extent he is under the
contrai, ai the Chairman ai the cammittee.
Another indication which marks the pas-
sage ai the Hause front the contrai ai the
Speaker ta that ai the Chairman is:

kAmther symboi of the change is the removal
ai the mace. When the Hansee je resalved inta
a committee, the inace, which tili then has
been iying visible ta all, upon the table, je
placed in a receptacle below it and hidden
from view. The Chairman takes hie place at
the upper end of the table ini ardinary drese.
wearing noîther wig nor grown; the ýSpeaker's
chair remains empty.

These are the formai indications ta the
Houae of the transition whicb takes place


